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THIS ISSUE IS 
DEDICATED TO

everything not straight 

“We were
indecent, we 
were a myth, 
and we were 
murderous.”

WE ARE NOT A PLOT DEVICE, PG 26



Turns out, ‘editorial’ is a really diffi-
cult word to sexually subvert. We’ll 
work on it. Luckily enough, the 
other writers of this year’s Queer 
Issue are both witty and filthy in 
equal measures.

Oh hai! Welcome! It’s Pride Week 
and stuff—a celebration of all things 

gay and glittery, and we’ve got a 
magnificent event line-up this time 
‘round. You can find a full schedule, 
or ‘The Gay Agenda’ (ha!) in here. 
There’s a quiz night, Self Defence 
Class, Open Mic Night, Tea with 
the US Ambassador, ‘Gear for Gays’ 
Sex Toy Party, a forum on diversity, 

The Great Marriage Debate (‘Should 
Straight Marriage Be Banned?’), our 
annual Traffic Light Party, and a 
brunch with Evan Wolfson.

In case you lost count—that’s nine 
events, in six days, along with a 
Salient edition bursting at the seams, 
a brand spanking new website 
(uniqvictoria.co.nz) and even a 
Mystery Raffle—an added extra with 
five excellent prizes to be revealed 
each day of Pride Week. So, fork 
out your loose change to help UniQ 
keep on keeping on. 

You might also have noticed that 
a couple of those events seem 
to have some pretty big names 
involved, and you’d be right. Evan 
Wolfson is the founder of Freedom 
to Marry, an organisation behind 
the fight for marriage equality pretty 
much since the beginning. David 
Huebner is the US Ambassador 
to New Zealand and Samoa, legal 
counsel for GLAAD and an all-
round top notch bloke. Kevin Hague 
MP and Grant Robertson MP are 
kindly lending their political prowess 
to our debate alongside Jim Stanton 
and Jermaine Chanhandrasen—two 
of New Zealand’s best and brightest 

comedians. The Diversity Forum 
boasts some incredible minds 
on the issues of queerdom: Dr 
Anita Brady, Dr Jessica Hutchings, 
Elizabeth Kerekere, Hinemoana 
Baker and Anna Caro. Finally, our 
star-studded panel on marriage 
equality is yet to be revealed. Stay 
tuned for the goss online. 

And last but certainly not least, we 
could not be prouder of the UniQ 
Executive. This week has been at 
times a seemingly indomitable task, 
and the following dedicated few 
have sacrificed sleep ins and their 
social lives to make this happen. 
To give credit where credit is due: 
Jonathan Goode, Tasmin Pritchard, 
Yvette Velvin, Jett Ranchhod, Vic-
toria Collerton-McKay, Cruz John-
son, Stuart Baynes, Alan Fieldes, 
Jennie Leadbeater, Rebekah 
Galbraith, Matthew Taine, Morgan 
Linford, Nicola Wood—thank you. 
This could not have happened 
without you. 

Lots of (mostly platonic) love, 
Genevieve Fowler 

VUWSA Queer Officer 
Matthew Ellison 
UniQ President
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A move to disaffiliate anti-abortion group 
ProLife from Auckland University Students’ 
Association (AUSA) was defeated last week, 
following a debate over the right to freedom 
of speech on a university campus.
Auckland University students voted 227-
125 against the disaffiliation of ProLife, at a 
special general meeting (SGM) held in the 
university quad last Wednesday. 
ProLife distributed pamphlets in May as part 
of a nationwide “Right to Know” campaign. 
The pamphlet outlines alleged risks 
associated with having an abortion.
An anonymous complaint, stating that the 
pamphlet contained “misleading health 
information”, was sent to the AUSA. 
Following the complaint, AUSA President 
Arena Williams called for the SGM to 
be held where students voted on whether 
ProLife should be disaffiliated for 
“propagating harmful misinformation”.

PRO-LIFE LIVES
N E W S

July 23rd 2012

ProLife Auckland President, Amy Blowers, 
felt that the SGM was a “direct threat to 
freedom of expression”.
“University is about discussing diverse 
opinions in an open and inclusive 
atmosphere,” she said.
ProLife Auckland’s sister club, LifeChoice 
Victoria was also concerned about the threat 
to freedom of speech.
LifeChoice Victoria President, Mary-Anne 
Evers said, “We don’t want AUSA’s actions 
to send a message to other university students’ 
associations that they can choose which clubs 
they do or don’t want on campus based on 
the personal views of the Executive members, 
or a particular group on campus.”
However, Williams said that while freedom 
of speech was valued, the problem was in how 
the message was conveyed.  
“The complaints we received were serious 
because it was about spreading information 

which could be harmful to student health,” 
Williams said.
“[ProLife] were using something which was 
seen to skew peoples’ views and had included 
information that had no medical grounds.”
ProLife said it was being targeted and that 
the allegations that it provided “misleading 
health information” had not been proven. 
Family Planning national medical adviser 
Dr Christine Roke said most of the studies 
quoted in the pamphlet were now outdated.
“[Though] there is some small amount of 
evidence that premature births may be just a 
little more common after an abortion,” said 
Roke.
Following the SGM, AUSA Clubs Officer 
Kit Haines did not favour disaffiliating clubs.
“This is not whether you are pro-life or pro-
choice ... but whether you think their actions 
are worth disaffiliating is the question.”

S H I L PA  B H I M

AUCKLAND ANTI-ABORTION CLUB SAVED BY FREEDOM OF SPEECH

Send any pertinent news leads or 
gossip to

NEWS@SALIENT.ORG.NZ

Salient never sleeps. 

‘Just don't check 
our sauces.’
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DEBSOC USURPED

About 90 teams from 30 tertiary institutions 
battled it during the holidays, as Victoria 
University hosted the world’s second-largest 
debating tournament; the Australasian 
Intervarsity Debating Championships.
Six teams from Victoria competed with 
Victoria One progressing the furthest.  Team 
members Richard D’Ath, Paul Smith and 
Asher Emanuel lost to Melbourne’s Monash 
One in the semi finals.
D’Ath was “very disappointed” with the 
outcome. 
“It was a pity we had to face Monash in the 
semi-finals rather than the final; we could 
have easily taken them with a different 
motion,” he said.

The motion debated was “the West should 
suppress pro-democracy movements, when 
it is in their strategic interest to do so” for 
which Victoria One argued the affirmative.
Co-convenor of the tournament, Daniel 
Wilson said “the reality is that we had a 
relatively young team, and we can always 
expect strong competition from the Sydney 
and Queensland teams”.
The grand final was held at the Paramount 
Theatre in Wellington where Monash 
One won against Monash Two. Victoria 
previously won the competition in 2010 and 
2011.
Despite the loss, both Wilson and D’Ath 
agreed that “it was an excellent tournament 
and everyone had a really good time.”

Kelburn students will only have to grin and 
bear noisy construction on campus until 
February 2013, a university official has 
confirmed.
However in the meantime construction 
continues to cause irritation among students, 
in particular the closure of the walkway next 
to Old Kirk, which will remain closed until 
October.
One student Salient spoke to said, "I was 
confused for a while, but now I'm just 
annoyed. I've got to walk all the way through 
Kirk now to get to the Student Union 
Building."
Victoria’s Director of Campus Services Jenny 
Bentley says the Campus Hub project is on 
track and on budget to open next year. 
“The new building will provide a heart to the 
Kelburn campus,” Bentley says. 
“It will facilitate easy access across the 
campus between all of the adjoining 
buildings, as well as seating areas, breakout 
spaces, meeting rooms, and a student 
common room.”
The Kelburn Library is also still in the 
process of being refurbished, although it 
remains in continual operation.
The construction will take 18 to 20 weeks 
and earplugs are available for students at the 
Library issue desk.
“There will also be some work on the 
Maclaurin and Easterfield buildings to 
build new interfaces at the edges of the Hub 
building,” says Bentley.
External landscaping works will be starting 
soon to re-landscape the area between the 
Adam Art Gallery, the Student Union 
Building, Milk & Honey and the area that 
will run all the way up to the central Hub 
building.

A FEW FACTS

Total cost: $67 million

2012: Retail areas in Easterfield set to open in 
December.

2013: Central building and new outdoor space 
complete, library refurbishment levels one to 
four complete.

2014: Library refurbishment complete.

CAMPUS 
DE-HUBBED

P H I L L I PA  W E B B

KELBURN BOMBSITE 
ACTUALLY JUST 
CONSTRUCTION SITE

S H A N N O N  K R I S H N A

MASTER DEBATERS FINISH PREMATURELY
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The Green Party has accused the National 
Government of failing to address a housing 
shortage in New Zealand, which some have 
claimed is causing inflated rents and the 
provision of sub-standard accommodation 
to some of society’s most vulnerable groups, 
including students.
“New Zealanders are leaving these shores in 
record numbers, in part because they cannot 
find housing here that is affordable on New 
Zealand wages,” Green Party Co-Leader 
Russel Norman said.
An accommodation supplement was 
introduced in 1993 to help those on low 
incomes with housing related costs. But 
Labour housing spokesperson Annette 
King says that housing remains “absolutely 
appalling... and landlords take whatever the 
accommodation supplement is and add it to 
their rent.” 

Victoria University students Salient spoke to, 
agree that rental housing in Wellington is 
expensive and often of low quality.
“The landlords in Wellington don’t even try 
if they’re renting to students. Most of the 
houses here are poorly insulated, if at all,” 
second year Bachelor of Arts student Francis 
said.
International postgraduate student Jana said 
New Zealand’s housing paled in comparison 
to that of Germany. “In Germany I spend 
about €200 a month [NZ$306] on housing 
as a student, including water and power and 
things. The housing quality there is really 
good,” she said.
“In Germany there’s central heating in all the 
houses but if you’re still cold inside you put 
on a sweater and then you’re warm. In New 
Zealand you always have to wear a sweater 

STUDENTS FORCED TO 
LIVE LIKE STUDENTS

inside and you’re still cold.”
The recent Productivity Commission report 
on housing affordability found that real house 
prices doubled between 2001 and 2007. It 
blamed the increase on a lack of land for 
housing development.
Its recommendations for easing the problem 
included more high and medium-density 
housing, and an immediate release of land 
for housing developments in Auckland and 
Christchurch.
Social Development Minister Paula Bennett 
responded to criticism from other parties by 
putting the blame on landlords.
“Ask yourself whether you are giving a quality 
of housing that you, yourself would be happy 
to live in and I just think it means an element 
of fairness really, and that’s what we ask of 
any New Zealander,” Bennett said.

The Student Forum will be meeting for the 
first time on Tuesday. 
While the forum officially consists of 
VUWSA representatives, faculty delegates 
chosen from class representatives as well 
as representatives for Maori, Pasifika, 
international and graduate student groups, 
any student may attend the meetings.
The forum is to meet at least twice a 
semester, and while the University does not 
sit on the forum, they receive will minutes 
following meetings. The first meeting will 
discuss the use of the student services levy.
Victoria created the student forum after it 
felt it could no longer recognise VUWSA 
as a universal association following 
the introduction of voluntary student 
membership. 

The forum was labelled the primary student 
representative body without the consultation 
of students. While the University later 
attributed their use of the word ‘primary’ 
across several documents as a typographical 
error, the current student forum handbook 
still refers to the forum as Victoria’s “primary 
student engagement body.”
“We do not understand the need for it,” 
VUWSA President Bridie Hood said. 
Many of the issues that will be raised in the 
student forum are already discussed in other 
committees on which both the university and 
VUWSA sit, she explained.
The student forum will be reviewed at the 
end of the year.

The meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 July 
from 5pm to 7pm in AM101.

STUDENT  
FORUM TO MEET

Major changes in the telecommunications 
industry will make mobiles cheaper and 
landlines obsolete, new analysis suggests.
Telecommunications Users Association Chief 
Executive Paul Brislen says the Vodafone 
purchase of TelstraClear will make Vodafone 
a more competitive player in a market 
traditionally dominated by Telecom.
“While many people are concerned about the 
sale, it could actually lead to better deals for 
consumers,” he said.
The sale comes as a new national survey 
shows that New Zealanders are becoming 
increasingly reliant on mobiles.
Canstar Blue National Manager Derek 
Bonnar says more New Zealanders are 
ditching landlines and mobile contracts.
“Fifty-four per cent of New Zealanders use 
only prepaid credit on their mobile phones, 
while 15 per cent of kiwis use their mobile 
phones for all their calls.”

S O P H I E  Y E O M A N

WELLINGTON SLUMLORDS IN EXPLOITATIVE MOOD

H U G O  M c K I N N O N

NEW VUWSA PISSES OFF OLD VUWSA

TELSTRA: 
"CALL ME  
MAYBE?"

M I C H A E L  S E R G E L

VODAFONE LOOKS 
LIKELY TO GET SOME
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LOL

POLE POSITION 

Officials in Auckland claim prostitutes are 
destroying street signs by using them for 
pole dancing routines designed to attract 
customers. In the last 18 months, more than 
40 poles have been bent, buckled or broken. 
Wendy Traskos, founder of the US Pole 
Dancing Federation, believes that New 
Zealand locals are being unfair to urban pole 
dancing, asking “What exactly do they make 
their signs out of anyway in New Zealand? 
Tissue paper!?” 

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES. 
BUT NOT IN REAL LIFE.

With the return of Batman to our screens in 
“The Dark Knight Rises”, four students from 
the University of Leicester have crunched 
some important numbers. In a paper titled 
“Trajectory of a falling Batman”, the group 
argued that if he jumped from a 150-metre 
high building, the 4.7 metre wingspan of 
Batman’s cape would allow him to glide 350 

meters. But he would hit the ground at a 
speed of 50 mph.
“If Batman wanted to survive the flight, he 
would definitely need a bigger cape,” said 
David Marshall, who helped pen the paper.
It is not yet known how many other 
childhood dreams this cruel group hopes to 
crush.

DOING IT DOGGY STYLE

Boy meets girl, boy argues with girl, boy kills 
girl’s dog and smacks her with it. Another 
day in relationship bliss. Last Wednesday 
in Georgia, USA, a 27-year-old man and 
his 40-year-old girlfriend were having an 
argument when he decided his point was best 
made by taking her pet Pomeranian outside 
and kicking it to death. Still not satisfied, 
he proceeded to beat her with its still-warm 
corpse. She later refused to cooperate with 
investigators, claiming she “wasn’t that fond 
of it in the first place.” On reflection, this one 
wasn’t really LOL news. Now that you’ve 
finished reading it, all we can do is apologise. 

K E E G A N  P L AT T E N  &  H I L A R Y  B E AT T I E

Some 'Highlights' From Re-Oweek
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The Pyjama Party hosted last week at the 
Hunter Lounge as part of re-orientation saw 
only around 20 people in attendance.
One student told Salient that she opted to 
attend a party held at Weir House instead.
“There was one room with, like nearly 20 
people in it,” she said of the unofficial re-
orientation gathering. 
VUWSA President Bridie Hood said it was 
“really unfortunate” that students did not 
want to attend the event. 
She cited the success of O Week’s Toga Party 
and feedback received from students through 
surveys and social media as VUWSA’s 
reasons for believing the event would be more 
popular than it was.
“Maybe people just didn’t like the pyjama 
idea.”

“[VUWSA] might instead have to look at 
planning a bigger event the end of the year,” 
Hood said when asked about the future of 
re-orientation at Victoria.
Organizer Kevin McKernon expressed 
frustration that students were hard to predict.
The apparent lack of enthusiasm was not 
particular to Victoria. 
Ticket sales to events during Otago’s re-
orientation were also lower than expected, 
with headliner Ladyhawke selling only 250 of 
800 tickets.
“You’ve got to wonder if it’s worth OUSA’s 
time to put on a week like this, and it 
would seem, lose a lot of money, when their 
members can’t be fucked coming along,” 
Critic Editor Joe Stockman said.
While the Pyjama Party was not subsidised 

PYJAMA PARTY BOMBS
by VUWSA, it carried the Association’s 
endorcement, leading to concerns as to 
the organisation’s ability to deliver an 
“outstanding student experience”, one of its 
stated strategic goals.

Chaos broke out last Tuesday as VUWSA 
Environment Officer Sophie Turner and 
Clubs Officer Reed Fleming dropped and 
smashed a glass bowl containing hundreds of 
condoms outside Kirk 303.
The Durex-branded frangers were scattered 
amongst sharp and potentially lethal 
fragments of glass across the Kirk building 
carpet, the cleanliness of which has been 
described by observers as “questionable”. 
Salient’s experts suggest that the glass 
will have pierced the plastic wrappers and 

likely penetrated the latex of many of the 
contraceptives, thereby rendering them 
impotent. 
Cracks were revealed not only in the bowl, 
but more importantly in the competence in 
our very own students’ association.
Turner and Fleming quickly pulled out from 
Kirk as quickly as they could, gathering as 
many of the punctured prophylactics as they 
could manage. 
The twosome then debated whether or not 
they should throw them out, with Turner 

CONDOM-GATE

H U G O  M C K I N N O N

STAY-AT-HOME STUDENTS RUIN RE-OWEEK JAUNT

H U G O  M c K I N N O N

CLUMSINESS OF EXEC CAUSES SEXUAL FRENZY

ARTIST RECREATION OF THE EVENT. PHOTO CONCEPT 
COURTESY OF JANE IHAKA

reportedly struggling with the necessary 
environmental compromise this entailed. 
Reports suggest she chose side humanity. 
President Bridie Hood was completely ribbed 
when she heard about the situation, but 
urged Salient to cover the story, generating 
speculation that she is trying to distract 
Salient from the much anticipated upcoming 
governance review.
It is unknown whether any students picked 
up and used the compromised condoms, and 
therefore whether VUWSA will be directly 
responsible for the projected rise in unwanted 
pregnancy, STI transmission and the 
associated socio-economic hardship, amongst 
those who frequently attend lectures in the 
Kirk area. 
VUWSA Vice-President (Academic) Josh 
Wright said he does “not at all, under any 
circumstances, recommend picking condoms 
up off the floors in Kirk.”
Fleming characteristically abstained from 
commenting. It’s rumoured that such an 
embarrassing event has never happened to 
him before and that it only happened because 
he was tired.
When Salient pressed further, Fleming said 
only “no cumment.”
The morning after, VUWSA was still 
embarrassed by the situation, and 72 
hours later the situation was deemed 
“unsalvageable.”
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In Syria, a rebel bomb strike rips through 
a high-level government security meeting, 
killing three top officials including the Dark 
Lord Assad’s brother-in-law. The Dark Lord 
responds: “You are part of the rebel alliance 
and a traitor. Take her away!”

In London, in a vain attempt to boost 
revenue Olympic officials invest in 270 
officers to police unauthorised attempts 
at advertising during the games known as 
ambush marketing. Salient’s latest viral 
marketing idea returns to drawing board. 

In Queensland, a previously undiscovered 
rare species of horsefly has been 
named scaptia beyonceae, in honour of Her 
Majesty, Beyonce Knowles. The “unique 
dense golden hairs on the fly’s abdomen” 
were reminiscent of the performer Bryan 
Lessard, the scientist responsible explained, 
breathing heavily. 

In America, aid to Hilary Clinton, Huma 
Abedin, is accused by Republicans of 
conspiring with the evil Muslim Brotherhood 
of Egypt to subvert US foreign policy. In 
a very un-Republican act of reason, John 
McCain crosses the floor to defend Abedin. 

Behind the Korean Curtain, a powerful army 
chief of the old-guard, Ri Yong-ho, has been 
replaced by relative new-comer Hyon Yong-
chol in what has been described as a “purge”–
the latest in a series of progressively unfunny 
events since the passing of Kim Jong-il. The 
world awaits the invent of cryogenics and the 
resumption of the ‘Kim Jong-il Looking At 
Things’ tumblr. 

In Manawatu, a 57-year-old man named 
Rob, is pursued by police at 130km/h down 
Pahiatua-Pongaroa Road before pulling over 
and spitting a large volume of marijuana 
onto the passenger seat of his vehicle. Rob 
claims the buds are to “ease my toothache”, 
but Judge Atkins decrees it: “pretty silly”.

As this article goes to print, the Greek 
government is scrambling to cut €11 billion 
of government spending. With banks, bonds 
and German bullies, the ongoing chaos in 
Europe is not only frightening, but also 
bewildering. Salient explains the crisis.
To understand the eurozone crisis, you’ve 
first got to understand Europe. In the years 
leading up to the crisis, European politics 
was dominated by two forces: unification 
and complacency.  The paranoia left over 
from the World Wars and a whole lot of 
Euro-centric talk had led to a greater desire 
for pan-European unification of major 
institutions–like banks. The European Union 
and their common currency—the euro—are 
a product of this. Meanwhile, a growing 
complacency dominated Mediterranean 
politics. The Spanish allowed the value of 
their housing to double over a decade, which 
required enormous debt in their private 
sector. Then Greece, as a consequence of a 
whole lot of tax-fraud and the government 
spending too much, faced public debt of 113 
per cent of its GDP by 2008. In other words, 
they owed way more than they were making.
The Global Financial Crisis quickly ended 
this apathy; everyone suddenly saw how 
complacent the Mediterranean was. The 
global community realised the risk in Greece, 
Italy and Spain, with credit agencies like 
Standard & Poor’s lowering those countries’ 
credit ratings, so as to warn investors of 
their risks. So creditors, concerned for their 
investments, demanded higher interest rates. 
The higher the interest rates, the harder it is 
to pay off your debt. So the higher interest 
rates led to even more debt, scaring credit 
agencies further This led to still-lower credit 
ratings and still-higher interest rates. This 
self-reinforcing cycle has been amplified 
by the shrinking European economy: as 
business-people grow afraid of the euro crisis, 
they became less keen to risk new employees 

or new investments. So less people get jobs 
and less people make money. This lowered 
the Greek tax-take, meaning they have 
even less cash to pay off all their debt. All 
of this panic also led to the rise of extremist 
far-right parties such as Golden Dawn, who 
openly embrace neo-Nazi iconography, 
further damaging confidence in the European 
economy. 
Frustrating the euro crisis has been the 
euro itself. When the United Kingdom was 
buffeted by the financial crisis, they quickly 
printed more pounds, which lowered interest 
rates meaning more people could borrow 
and spend. Britain had crawled out of its 
slump by late 2009. In contrast, when Greece 
succumbed, it couldn’t simply print more 
money as it shares its currency with sixteen 
other countries. One of those countries 
is Germany, who effectively control the 
European Central Bank—the institution 
responsible for printing more euros. 
Germany suffered nightmarish inflation in 
the 1920s, leaving their currency worthless. 
Resultant poverty spurred the rise of the 
Nazi party. Germany still fears that such 
hyper-inflation could result from printing 
money. Despite most analysts dismissing that 
risk, the Germans have not relented in their 
stance, and so a monetary solution to the 
Mediterranean’s woes seems unlikely.
As the situation worsens, Greece defaulting 
on its loans is almost inevitable. While 
stimulus packages have been offered, they 
have been insufficient or carried too many 
caveats to be effective. Greek default 
would lead other countries—in particular, 
Italy—to follow, leading to an evaporation 
of peoples’ savings as banks and investors 
face bankruptcy. Such a dissipation of global 
capital would shatter the world’s economic 
confidence. The ramifications for New 
Zealand would be severe. To the Eurozone 
crisis, the only rational response is fear.

 WORLD WATCH 
Planet Earth is a complicated place and a lot of complex business goes down. It can be hard to keep up and easy to sound like a dick when you open your mouth. Salient considers it its 
God-granted duty to provide you, dear reader, all of the basic facts about the biggest ongoing world issues so you can appear more knowledgeable than you actually are—just like us. 

W I L B U R  TO W N S E N D

EUROZONE: A CRISIS EXPLAINED
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OVERHEARD
A T  V I C

Email snippets of Vic life to  
overheard@salient.org.nz, or find  

overheard@vic on Facebook. 

On Friday, the Labour party released a press 
statement admitting they have been “totally 
fucking pissed” since at least April. The 
revelation has cast doubt on the validity of 
many of its members statements to the press 
over the last three months.
“Wait, I said WHAT?” said Labour MP, 
Charles Chauvel, wearing one slipper and 
cooking bacon in the microwave, “we should 
put a minimum price on alcohol? Lawl, gtfo, 
no way.”
“How on earth would I be able to make 
atrocious policy decisions if I couldn’t afford 
to get O-T-P?  Pass me that panadol.”
MP Clayton Cosgrove said the binge began 
winding down when everyone became “kind 
of downbuzz” while watching Thomas the 
Tank Engine reruns at 6:30am one morning 
in early July.
“I just felt like... fuck the system man, 
seriously... why you wanna hurt those 
innocent trains?” said Cosgrove, sitting with 
his legs wide apart and perhaps wearing 
nothing underneath his dressing gown.

“Jesus christ, that must’ve been when I said 
KiwiRail is a strategic asset.”
While recovering from their massive 
collective headache, Labour leader David 
Shearer called an emergency caucus meeting 
to discuss the best way to avoid future 
hangovers.
“Holy shit guys, let’s never drink this much 
again, I feel terrible.”
The caucus concurred and boasted that they 
didn’t even need to be drunk to have fun 
while dancing in public to music they don’t 
really like.
“Maybe we should make it harder for 
ourselves to get a hold of alcohol?” said 
Deputy Leader Grant Robertson.
The Labour caucus then voted 34-0 in favour 
of a minimum price per standard drink for 
alcoholic beverages.
As of Sunday, Chauvel was reported as 
having said “just the one” in a Wellington 
bar.  He hasn’t been home since.
Next Week: ALCOHOL; just a massive 
placebo?

Overheard in cybercomms: 
“I hate this desk, it always goes down on me. ... 
ooh a pen!”
Rosa Swann

Overseen @ SARC 122: 
Physics Lecturer throws ball to demonstrate 
reflection and hits a girl in the face.
Lecturer: “Ha, didn’t see that coming.... just as 
well it wasnt a baseball”.
Cameron Smith

Overheard in LAWS360 (Business 
Associations):  
“Mr Salomon was in the footwear industry. He 
was a sole trader.”
Caitlin Craigie

Overheard in ENGL114:  
Head Tutor: “Needing to change your tutorial 
time because you slept with someone and didn’t 
call them back is not a valid excuse. . .”
Rachel Evans

Overheard on Overbridge:  
(appeal to Jesus) “Jesus, I need a parking space. 
Can you help me?”
Jessica Coppell

Overheard in PSYC 211: 
Lecturer: “.. I’m a shark phobic, but I don’t 
consider it a phobia cos who the fuck wouldn’t 
be scared of sharks?”
Lilli Margaret Cornwell-Young

Overheard @ MGMT101: 
Lecturer: Do we have any Elizabeth’s in here? 
*girl puts hand up. 
Lecturer: Oh not you! You’re too ugly to be an 
Elizabeth. 
Anuj Hari

Overheard at BIOL113:  
Lecturer: “You don’t want to know what I do in 
the shower”
Josh Brian

Overheard in BIOL 114:  
Lecturer: “ All the females in here need to 
reproduce more” 
Some creep in the back: “ YEAH!”
Sarah Tapnikar

Overheard in BIO 114: 
“There is a fine line between logic and Hitler.”
Missy Gaines

Overheard in LAWS123:  
Student suggests there’s a conspiracy in the 
capitalisation of a clause of the US Constitution 
regarding the devolution of presidential powers 
to the Vice-President.
Perry Crous

H U G O  M c K I N N O N

LABOUR PARTY TOTALLY FUCKING PISSED 
SINCE AT LEAST APRIL.
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SALIENT ASKED,
“SHOULD THE MAORI PARTY ABANDON THE  

NATIONAL PARTY?” 

THE HACKS RESPOND...

PARTISAN

Ultimately this is a question for the Maori 
Party and it’s members. However, it is clear 
that the National Party is making a joke of 
a process which is very important to the 
Maori Party and many New Zealanders. The 
Maori Party should not be afraid to make 
a bold statement, as they have before, and 
walk away from this government which is 
hurting their whanau and selling out New 
Zealand. 

▷REED FLEMING

VIC LABOUR

ACT on Campus believes that the future 
of the Maori Party’s confidence and supply 
agreement with National is not up to 
us, but to the parties invloved to decide. 
However, this highlights the more important 
issue of Maori water rights. Water 
cannot be owned by a single entity or 
individual currently under common law. 

▷ MICHAEL WARREN

ACT ON CAMPUS

It’s becoming increasingly difficult to see 
how the Maori party can continue to 
stand alongside this National Government, 
after John Key flippantly stated that the 
Government can ignore the decision of the 
Waitangi Tribunal, and that no one owns 
water (despite previously acknowledging 
Maori water rights). Mr Key’s comments 
make legal action, which would take years, 
a definite possibility, and are a disgrace to 
all New Zealanders who believe in a Treaty 
based approach.

▷ HARRIET FARQUAR

GREENS AT VIC
The Vic Nats believe the Maori Party have 
worked successfully with the National Party 
on numerous policy issues - both those 
relating directly to Maoridom, and those 
not - and by leaving Government the Maori 
party would lose their Ministerial positions, 
and therefore their direct influence 
over Government. This is, however, a 
decision for the Maori Party, not sideline 
commentators.

▷ CHRISTIAN HERMANSEN

VIC NATS

Unfortunately, NZ First did not respond to 
Salient's quite reasonable query this week. 
Shame, that. 

NZ FIRST
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Maori Party co-leaders Pita Sharples and 
Tariana Turia are at risk of becoming the 
Parliamentary equivalent of the boy who cried 
wolf.

The duo threated to walk away from their 
confidence and supply agreement with the 
Government, following Prime Minister John 
Key’s comments regarding the urgent “water 
ownership” case before the Waitangi Tribunal.

This is not the first time Sharples and 
Turia have threatened to walk away from 
National. Back in January the Maori Party was 
“reconsidering” its position after suggestions 
that Treaty provisions would be discontinued 
under the Mixed Ownership Model. The 
Maori Party huffed and puffed then but 
National’s house stood strong. (http://bit.ly/
Q8OKOv)

The more recent threat (to be exact it 
was a lack of commitment to upholding 
the confidence and supply arrangement) 
resulted in a 9 pm meeting with the Prime 
Minister. The outcome was that National 
would not legislate over any Maori water 
rights, Foreshore and Seabed style–not that 
that ever appeared to be under any serious 
consideration from National in the first 
instance.

The Maori Party has now used the walk-
away tactic twice for very little, if any, gain. 
The fact that neither threat was not followed 
through is not a huge surprise. The Progress 
Report’s Patrick Leyland noted that Dr 

Sharples told the New Zealand Herald in 
2010 that the Maori Party hoped to be a part 
of any government, regardless of its leanings. 
“Actually, I got so used to the increase in 
salary I told the Prime Minister you’d better 
be good because if the other guys get in, I’ll go 
sell myself over there to keep my ministerial 
salary. I just got a new house, man – I can’t 
afford it on a backbencher salary so I’m up for 
grabs.” (http://bit.ly/NQGz35)

Other commentators have noted that it is 
more beneficial for the Maori Party to “be at 
the table” with the government than to join a 
multitude of parties on the other side of the 
House.

There are bigger issues facing the Maori Party 
though. It is a party at crossroads. We heard 
talk before, around and immediately after 
the election that Sharples and Turia could 
step down this term, bringing in new leaders 
and a new generation of Maori Party MPs. 
This plan, which was more than just pure 
media speculation as it was discussed by 
Sharples himself, now appears to be shelved. 
(http://bit.ly/MxdpvV)  The heir-apparent, 
Te Ururoa Flavell, failed to impress when it 
came to selling his Gambling Harm Reduction 
Amendment Bill, coming out second best 
against the collective might of this country’s 
pokies trusts. The Bill itself was badly drafted 
and media had issues determining what exactly 
the 80 per cent figure referred to, so much 
so that the Waiariki MP’s office had difficulty 
answering that question.

Rahui Katene, the party’s other co-leader 
prospect, failed to hold her Te Tai Tonga 
electorate, losing to first term Labour MP 
Rino Tirikatene. Katene has attempted to 
keep herself relevant, criticising Tirkatene for 
referring constituents to a Pakeha MP’s office, 
in this case Lianne Dalziel, back in April.

The issue around asset sales won’t go away for 
Key but he was never going to compromise 
on centrepiece legislation for his second term 
government over the issue. The Waitangi 
Tribunal is non-binding and governments have 
previously ignored recommendations. This 
non-binding nature is arguably favourable for 
the Tribunal as it provides it with the freedom 
to make decisions without needing to consider 
the in-depth policy implications such a decision 
may have.  

The Maori Party were, however, genuinely 
offended by the Prime Minister’s comments 
about ignoring the Tribunal, as they view it as 
a place to “relive the mamae and pouritanga 
of the past”. Dr Sharples blog, Honouring our 
ancestors, leading with our hearts, is a good 
read, and the link is here;  http://bit.ly/Lzb81C. 
His party just simply needs to do better than 
crying wolf when it comes to resolving issues 
with National.

H A M I S H  M c C O N N O C H I E

MAORI PARTY CRY WOLF

HAMISH IS GENERALLY WRONG.  
TELL HIM WHY ON TWITTER: @MISHVIEWS
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boys—I mean, prospects of either gender, will 
appreciate wit when you’re older.” (While 
fulfillment of said prophecy has subsequently 
occurred (!!), I can confirm that “appreciate” 
does not mean “whip it out for”.) Family 
reunions went by in a whirl of “Great khakis. 
You look just like your dad! Do you 
have a boyfr-I-mean-partner?” “No, 
cruel world! I have taken no lover!” 
snarled seventeen-year-old me. Even 
now, when I meet new people, I 
see some of the cleaner-cut thinking 
“Could this be my new power lesbian 
friend?” No. I ask you. What has 
happened to the market for sassy 
white straight friends? 

Despite (my arrogance in thinking that people 
devote their time and energy to) speculation 
as to my sexuality, I spend little to no time 
ascertaining the sexual preferences of others. 
This is because my ‘gaydar’ (there has to 
be a better term for that) is woeful. Holla 
at your autism spectrum. In a characteristic 
display of self-deprecation, it has become a 

matter of construing all male politeness as an 
indication of homosexuality. If they’re nice to 
me, they clearly like boys and are talking to 
me because my non-smokerdom and child-
bearing hips—a description your mother never 
used, hence why you are normal—make me 

a target for surrogacy. It is a bit like 
when potential models get ‘talent 
spotted’. The difference is that no 
one ever gets ‘talent spotted’ by 
the editors of their friendly local 
student magazine at 2am in the 
Fringe Bar bathrooms.

The eternal allure of casual 
stereotyping led a gay man to 

drunkenly sound-bite to me over the holiday 
break that “I hate ‘fags’, just like you hate 
‘sluts’.” (If by “hate” he meant “envy their 
taut stomachs and their excellent material for 
drunken bathroom tears”, then consider the 
boat un-missed.) The point is, that regardless 
of your subscription to the phallus fallacy or to 
the altar of the lady garden, I am alone. 

In high school, I went to Taupo for a week for 
a football tournament. I did a tandem bungy 
jump with a girl that I didn’t know hugely 
well. We chose the ‘tango’ position. After 
the jump (post-coil, if you will), flooded with 
adrenaline and still upside-down, I thought 
an appropriate observation to make would 
be that “were I a lesbian, I would totally 
jump you right now.” I vividly remember all 
of the above: this statement being merely 
an observation as to the effect of adrenaline 
on arousal, my ever-present respect for 
the subjunctive tense, and her freaking the 
fuck out and asking to switch motel rooms. 
Hence my Open Letter to Suzie: You were a 
talented midfielder. It was unintentional. Sorry 
also for culling you on Facebook.

The first person to question my sexuality 
was my mother. She got off the phone with 
my aunt, giddy with anecdotal bliss of my 
same-aged cousin’s first srs boyfriend, and 
asked me why I neither took nor received 
romantic male interest. I kept her guessing. 
“Because I got Dad’s nose.” “Oh. Right. Well, 

“What has 
happened 
to the 
market for 
sassy white 
straight 
friends?”

I JUST DON’T KNOW ANY MORE.
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Insects. To most people they are but a minor 
annoyance, to others they are the most 
shitbrickingly terrifying things on Earth. But 
maybe you didn’t realise that they are essential 
to our survival, as the main pollinators of our 
crops that feed the billions on this planet. I 
compiled a list of facts about insects that might 
cause you to rethink your opinion of our 
chitinous friends.

According to Pulitzer Prize winner, Dr E.O. 
Wilson of Harvard University, there are nearly 
10,000,000,000,000,000,000 (10 quintillion) 
insects in the world. However, out of the 
estimated 30,000,000 species on earth, 
scientists have only identified 1,000,000.

Bees must collect the nectar from two 
thousand flowers to make one tablespoonful 
of honey. In its entire lifetime, the average 
worker bee produces 1/12th of a teaspoon of 
honey.

In Africa swarms of Locusts may contain as 
many as 28,000,000,000 individuals. A large 
swarm may eat up to 80,000 tonnes of grain 
and other vegetation in a day.

Glow worms and fireflies are the world's 
most efficient light producers. An average 
electric light bulb gives off 90 per cent of its 
energy as heat, and only 10 per cent as light 
– not possible if you’re a flammable insect. 
Instead, they produce light through an efficient 
chemical reaction that allows them to glow 
without wasting heat energy. All 100 per cent 
of the energy goes into making light.

Soldier ants use their heads to plug the 
entrances to their nests and keep intruders 
from gaining access. In certain ant species, the 
soldier ants have modified heads, shaped to 
match the nest entrance. They block access to 
the nest by sitting just inside the entrance with 
their heads facing out like a cork in a bottle. 
When a worker ant returns to the nest, it will 
touch the soldier ant's head to let the guard 
know it belongs to the colony. 

Nocturnal flying insects evolved to navigate by 
the light of the moon. By keeping the moon's 
reflected light at a constant angle, the insects 
can maintain a steady flight path and a straight 
course.  Artificial lights interfere with an 
insect's ability to detect the moonlight. Once 

it flies close enough to a light bulb, it attempts 
to navigate by way of the artificial light, rather 
than the moon. Since the light bulb radiates 
light on all sides, the insect simply cannot 
keep the light source at a constant angle, as it 
does with the moon. It attempts to navigate a 
straight path, but ends up caught in an endless 
spiral dance of around the bulb.

If you found any of this interesting, I suggest 
you check out the BBC's Life: Insect episode 
to get a glimpse of the insect world in glorious 
HD. Long live David Attenborough.

The term ‘nanny state’ became a widely used 
pejorative in New Zealand political discourse. 
There are some laws which aim to protect us 
from ourselves that few question. These laws 
commonly revolve around mandating basic 
safety measures in risky situations: compulsory 
seatbelts for car passengers and compulsory 
helmets for cyclists for example. But many 
economists actually oppose these policies; 
counter-intuitively, they could create harm 
rather than reduce it.

Everyone has a certain level of risk which they 
are willing to accept when engaging in certain 
behaviours. If we deem what we are doing 
to be too risky, we will take steps to mitigate 
the risk. For example, if the risk of injury from 
a car crash is beyond what is acceptable to 
me I can wear a seatbelt, lower my speed 
or pay more attention to the road in order 
to feel safer. Conversely, if I feel safe enough 
I might avoid these measures because they 
don’t seem necessary. This behaviour has been 
demonstrated in studies. The prominence 
of anti-locking (ABS) brakes in modern cars 
for example has not been proven to lead to 

any increase in road safety despite being far 
superior to older systems. When people know 
they can rely on these brakes they drive faster, 
follow closer and brake later.

But some risk reducing behaviours are superior 
to others because they also reduce the harms 
to third parties. Imagine a world where there 
are only two measures which I can take to 
reduce my chance of being injured in a car 
crash: driving at a slower speed or wearing a 
seatbelt. Both measures make me less likely 
to get injured, but it follows that if I wear a 
seatbelt I will be incentivised to drive faster 
to keep my level of risk relatively constant. 
The problem is that driving faster increases 
the level of risk to pedestrians, passengers 
and other drivers who could be injured in the 
crash, and the harms to whom I am unlikely 
to fully take into account (especially with 
ACC, which prevents liability for the costs of 
injuries). So when people wear seatbelts and 
have airbags they keep constant the level of 
risk they expose themselves to, but expose 
others to more risk.

The best policy then would be regulations 
which maximise the risks to drivers from 
a crash. Imagine how it would affect your 
driving if from every steering wheel protruded 
a large spike, aimed directly at the driver's 
heart. Such a plan has been jokingly proposed 
by economist Gordon Tullock because the 
‘offsetting behaviour’ it leads to would protect 
pedestrians. This novel line of thinking was an 
inspiration for New Zealand’s best economics 
blog, which is run by University of Canterbury 
economist Eric Crampton. Check it out at 
offsettingbehaviour.blogspot.co.nz.

N I C K  C R O S S

OFFSETTING THE 
NANNY STATE 

CASH RULES EVERYTHING AROUND ME

W
HAT'S IT UP 

TO
?

W
HAT'S IT UP 

TO
?

B A S  S U C K L I N G

A BUG'S LIFE
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Argentina. Belgium. Canada. Portugal. Spain. These are a few of the countries whose ranks we are yet to join 
when it comes to marriage equality. We pride ourselves on being accepting and open-hearted, but our society 
just can’t seem to break the ‘equal but separate’ status quo. Some say that our politicians are holding us 
back, while others argue that it isn’t a priority, but for the thousands of non-heterosexual New Zealanders, 
those replies are a slap in the face. With that in mind, Salient brings you an overview of what it’s like to live 
and love (as a gay person) in God’s own...

F A I R O O Z  S A M Y

Hollow 

Vows
Gay marriage and why it somehow isn’t legal yeT
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THE LONG ARM OF THE LAW:

Legally, there are few differences between 
civil unions and marriages. The Relationships 
Bill, which was passed shortly after the 
Civil Union Act, harmonised most of the 
benefits, protections, and responsibilities 
between marriages, civil unions, and de facto 
relationships.  How these differences translate 
in to real-life applications is another story. 
According to VUW law lecturer Dean Knight, 
“civil unions aren’t as readily transportable 
internationally—recognition of civil union is 
rather ad hoc. 

Unlike marriage, couples who want to get 
a civil union abroad face problems.  You 
can elope to a Pacific island 
to get married.  Civil unions 
only operate locally and NZ 
only recognises a handful of 
civil partnership regimes from 
overseas.”

Symbolically, civil unions remain the second 
choice option, languishing on a lower social 
tier than the “gold standard” that is marriage. 
Gay couples are a part of society, and naturally 
want access to the same institutions and 
ceremonies that their heterosexual siblings 
freely enjoy. Arguing that civil unions—and 
by implication, gay people—are separate but 
equal “sends the message that somehow 
same-sex relationships are not as deserving of 
recognition”.

Regardless, adoption remains a looming 
question. When asked whether or not 
the legal procedures for adoption differed 
between married straight couples and gay 
couples whose relationships have been 
recognised via civil unionship, Knight clarified 
the small print. 

“Same-sex couples have found some 
mechanisms to protect their families caused 
by the ban on adoption for same-sex couples 
and there are some arrangements that can 
be made to give a same-sex partner some 
guardianship rights”.  But the bottom line? 
“These arrangements are not as strong and 

enduring as adoption.” Legally and ethically, 
gay adoption remains a sore spot, and 
while there are fewer than 200 non-family 
adoptions in New Zealand each year, around 
80 per cent are intra-family. This describes 
family members and step-parents assuming 
parental responsibilities for children of 
immediate whanau or spouses. 

The latest census information showed that 
over 3,000 kids lived in same-sex families. 
That’s 1,000 mothers and fathers who are 
legally prohibited from adopting their step-
children, or gaining the same recognition 
and protection as their straight friends and 
neighbours. 

This is a sad, yet hardly surprising state of 
affairs. As with any ‘controversial’ social issue, 
the end goal is usually achieved through 
small, incremental steps. But legal change is 
a long way off on the horizon. According to 
Knight, “the National led-government has 
made it clear that it’s not inclined to progress 
this issue. Its priorities lie in strengthening 
the economy and Christchurch earthquake 
recovery. 

That’s disappointing for the same-sex 
families affected, and an indictment on 
the competence of the Government.” 
On National’s hypocritical approaches 
to issue-management, Knight points out 
that “the Government still finds time to 
progress legislation stripping prisons of rights 
to compensation and passing legislation 
restructuring the Families Commission. Surely 
a modern Government has the ability to 
multi-task and to progress a range of policy 
initiatives in its legislative programme.” 

Although Knight and other socially-minded 
citizens have called on the Government 
to refer the issue of adoption to the Law 
Commission so that they can update their 

earlier reports, he remains dubious of the 
powers-that-be. “If the Government is 
willing—which, sadly, it’s not—there are ways 
to easily solve this problem.”

While some strides have been made, is 
there a correlation between advancing equal 
marriage and advancing adoption? Yes and 
no. Both topics entail discussions around what 
protections, benefits, and responsibilities apply 
to certain relationships. Knight points out that 
“it makes sense for them to be progressed in 
tandem. But one doesn’t solve the other”. 

In other words, marriage equality won’t 
necessarily result in gay couples being able to 
adopt. “That depends on the interpretation 
of the Adoption Act.  Even if gays are able 
to marry, I’m not sure that overcomes the 
nasty problem of the Adoption Act not 
contemplating same-sex parenting.  While 
some folk have suggested gay marriage is a 
quick fix for gay adoption, I’m not so sure.”

So things are far from perfect. Although New 
Zealand doesn’t employ the convoluted and 
moralistic justifications that other nations 
use to outlaw gay marriage, we need to 
wonder whether, legally, it’s a matter of civil 
rights versus majority rules. Our country 
has outlawed discrimination on the basis of 
relationship status, but on the other hand, 
there are a variety of ways to recognise 
relationships while avoiding discrimination. We 
seem happy to uphold the double standard 
instead of seeking workable ways to integrate 
equal recognition for same-sex relationships, a 
blind spot which will no doubt have future law 
students scratching their heads in confusion. 

Personally, Knight favours amalgamation of 
the Marriage Act and the Civil Union Act into 
one common piece of legislation called the 
Civil Marriage and Civil Union Act. This would 
allow both gay and straight people to choose 
whether to marry or enter a civil union. “And”, 
he concludes, “we could also remove the 
strange privilege churches presently enjoy to 
have their ministers automatically registered as 
marriage celebrants”.  Hear hear.

“...we could also remove the strange privilege churches 
presently enjoy to have their ministers automatically 

registered as marriage celebrants”. 
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is very low anyway”. 

Others in the gay community regard marriage 
as a heterosexual, religious institution with 
inherently discriminatory connotations. They 
feel that because of its anti-gay standpoints, 
marriage isn’t something that the gay 
community should pursue as long as gay 
couples get the same rights as straight married 
couples. Wilson, who is respectful of that, 
points out that many secular straight people 
chose marriage because “it was the only form 
of partnership that was available at the time. 
From my point of view, I see marriage as 
religious, yes, but I think it just depends on the 
individual.”

Luckily, Wilson and his partner of 3-and-a-half 
years haven’t experienced public discrimination 
for being part of a gay couple. “We’ve never 
had any problem with mixing with heteros, 
most of our friends and family are straight 
and we have no problem mixing in with the 
mainstream. I think as time goes on, gays have 
become more accepted in society”. This has 
led him to believe that New Zealand society 
is ready to accept gay marriage. “It’s because 
we’ve got more gay people in Parliament, 
we’ve got some gay celebrities, and that’s 
slowly starting to normalise gay people and 
relationships. What we need is for an All Black 
to come out as gay. That would be great, 
wouldn’t it? I think New Zealand as a whole 
though is generally conservative. I spent a few 
years in London and England’s quite liberal. 
There’s a lot more visibility and that’s what 
we’re lacking here”. 

Kiwi celebrities have been stepping up, as part 
of the WTF campaign, with celebrities like 
Jo Cotton and Fern Sutherland lending their 
support to the equal rights movement. On 
a local front, we can’t forget the hard work 
of grassroots organisations like Legalise Love, 
Rainbow Wellington, the Queer Avengers, and 
our very own Uni Q. From organising petitions 
and protests, to inspiring discussion, each of 
their small triumphs makes the cause more 
visible and exposes the ludicrousness of sexual 
discrimination.

So where does that leave us? Unsatisfied. 
Gay marriage is just the tip of the iceberg, 
but we’d rather crash in to it than make the 
effort to admit it’s there and swerve away. 
It’s seems trite to even be discussing this–it’s 
2012, for pity’s sake–and as sick as everyone is 
of hearing about it, it won’t go away until the 
discrimination stops.  Let’s be the generation 
that ends it. 

The author would like to thank Dean Knight, Louisa Wall, 
and Greig Wilson for their help with this article. 

THE POLITICAL PUZZLE:

Louisa Wall has been making the rounds in 
support of her marriage equality bill, and was 
happy to share her take on our political lack of 
cojones. As chair of Labour’s Rainbow Caucus, 
Wall believes that marriage and adoption 
equality legislation are pertinent issues for her 
community and has made it her prerogative to 
prioritise a member's bill that addresses them. 

When asked how she’d describe the current 
political climate towards marriage equality, 
Wall was cautiously optimistic. Citing 
the influence of Barack Obama’s recent 
declaration and of newly-elected French 
President Francois Hollande’s LGBT strides, 

she says that consequentially, John Key and 
David Shearer have said they would support 
her bill at first reading, if selected from the 
ballot. “It is also worth noting that the Maori 
Party and Green Party support marriage 
equality and both marriage and adoption 
equality were included in Labour’s 2011 
election manifesto and have been endorsed at 
regional conferences this year.”

Be that as it may, many social issues that 
appear ‘controversial’ stay out of the political 
agenda. Salient asked if she thought that 
public support was great enough to make 
the parties pay attention; Wall reiterated her 
belief that “this is the right time for legislation 
to be passed and for the majority of politicians 
to vote for this legislation, given it will be a 
conscience vote for the House”. 

“Marriage and adoption equality are issues of 
human rights and equality under the law for 
all New Zealanders”, she continues, “which 
is why my bill defines marriage between two 
people regardless of sex, sexual orientation 
or gender identity”. Wall’s bill is also careful 
to include clauses stipulating that same-sex 
couples be allowed to adopt jointly as spouses.

Labour and the Greens have made 
commitments to advocate for Rainbow causes. 
Notably, Kevin Hague also has a marriage 
equality bill in the running, which Wall is 
whole-heartedly supportive of. Additionally, 
Hague and Wall point to recent polls that 
disprove the Prime Minister’s assertion that 
“there isn’t any clamour for gay marriage”. 
A One News TVNZ Colmar Brunton poll 
released last month highlighted that 63 per 
cent supported same-sex marriage, while  
Maori TV’s Native Affairs poll showed support 
at 76 per cent. Hague said recently that “it is 
time for New Zealand to amend our laws to 

reflect the change in society’s views on same-
sex marriage”, adding that the Greens are the 
only party unanimously in favour of marriage 
equality.

As for National, Wall remains unimpressed 
with the Government’s track record. “I do 
not think the Government is doing all it can 
to support the needs and interests of our 
Rainbow Whanau and in fact, National Party 
Leader and Prime Minister Key has said he 
is ‘not personally opposed to gay marriage’ 
but it is not a priority for him, his party or 
his Government. This says it all really.” She 
stresses the importance of public discussion 
and emphasises the need to “focus on [Key’s] 

commitment to voting for legislation 
at its first reading so at minimum 
there is a guarantee for public 
debate on marriage and to a lesser 
degree adoption equality”.  “When 

this opportunity presents, as communities 
committed to human rights and equality for 
all, we need all people to have their say and to 
support the bills Kevin and I are advocating”. 
Of course, marriage equality must compete for 
mainstream attention alongside other pressing 
LGBT matters like child bullying, harassment, 
and youth suicide, all of which are symptoms 
of the greater problem surrounding gay rights 
and the importance placed on respecting 
differences from the default. 

GREIG IN REAL LIFE:

For all the political statements and legal fodder, 
the impacts of marriage discrimination are still 
felt most dearly by those whose right to chose 
remains absent. Greig Wilson, husband and 
owner of popular nightspot and LGBT icon 
The Ivy Club and Bar, talked to us about the 
everyday effects of marriage inequality. Salient 
asked his opinion on civil unions and whether 
they were a step in the right direction or a 
way of side-stepping the larger issue of equal 
recognition. “I think civil unions were a band-
aid solution at the time for what we really 
wanted, which was marriage, and I think it’s 
almost a kind of social evolution as a stepping 
stone to marriage. What will happen in twenty 
years time is that society will look back and 
go ‘gosh, isn’t it ridiculous how gays weren’t 
allowed to marry 20 years ago’. Just like we 
look back at smoking now and think, ‘I can’t 
believe we used to smoke in bars’”. 

His remarks seem prophetic. Wilson sees 
adoption as an “issue of discrimination”.  “It 
would open up other opportunities that 
we perhaps hadn’t been able to think about 
because of current legislation”, but he 
concedes the reality of the present situation. 
“From what I understand, the number of 
children that are available for adoption in NZ 

“I do not think the government is doing all it can 
to support the needs and interests of our Rainbow 

Whanau” Louisa Wall, Labour MP
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Fighting the 

good fight

Are you an ineloquent civil rights crusader? 
Do you turn unflattering shades of red when 
confronted by those who still think same-
sex marriage is icky? Get a little sweaty? 
Incoherent? Fear no more. Here’s a quick 
how-to guide on how to confidently crush 
the babblings of any homophobe unfortunate 
enough to cross your path. Here’s how 
to disassemble the smoke and mirrors 
of a marriage-inequality argument and 
reassemble your sense of self worth.

First, engage. Nod appropriately. Say things 
like ‘oh, that’s interesting’ and ‘well, that’s one 
way of looking at it’.Try not to laugh. Second, 
identify your opponent’s slogan of choice. 
Finally, respond appropriately. The following 
are simple and effective responses to the 
most common arguments. Knowing even just 
a few of them will put you in good stead to 
successfully serve up some wisdom their way.

The Slippery Slope Argument: This may 
manifest in phrases such as ‘if a man can marry 
a man, then what’s to stop him marrying a dog’ 
or ‘it’s practically legalising paedophilia!’ This is 
a goodun’—but crucially flawed in that kids, 
animals, dead people and inanimate objects all 
lack something that people don’t—the ability 
to give consent. Thus, they exist in separate 
categories and should be treated as such. 

The Bible Says So: Ah yes, the Bible says a lot 
of things, doesn’t it? And sometimes, it’s wrong 
about them. Beating ladies? Killing people? 
Slavery? These are all subjects to which far 
more time is dedicated than homosexuality. 
And since society deems these practices 
pretty much intolerable nowadays, one can 
only conclude that the Bible is thus open to 
revisionist thinking. And think of all the nice 
stuff Jesus said about minorities and love and 
equality and stuff. ‘But Gen! How can you 
presume the true meaning of the word of the 
Lord?!’ That’s right, and maybe you shouldn’t 
either. 

Being Gay Isn’t Natural: Oh, don’t be silly. Of 
course it is. It’s been observed in nearly 1,500 
species of animal. Now, they can’t all have 
had bad relationships with their mothers, or 
been sexually abused as children or whatever 
hog-wash  is often used to paint human 
homosexuality as abnormal. So if polar bears 
can be okay with a bit of lezzy action, so can 
you. 

But It Will Redefine The Institution of 
Marriage: Yes, it would. And that would 
be a good thing. Let’s have a look at this 
proud tradition of marriage that’s so worth 
preserving: Viking weddings were literally 
kidnappings, English weddings—property 

transactions, Roman weddings—usually 
just sex and a party.  Marriage has been 
consistently reinvented  to make it stronger, 
better. Not so long ago, this majority realised 
that allowing interracial marriage was a 
pretty decent improvement. And what do 
the majority of people today think will make 
marriage better? If Stuff polls are anything to go 
by, the people want equality. 

Why bother? Gays Already Have Civil Unions: 
You’re right. We do. And they sort-of-ish do 
the trick. Except for, you know, being able 
to adopt and—oh yeah! Being married! It’s 
tokenistic and old fashioned, but its sorta 
nice—being able to celebrate love in such 
a socially and legally recognised way. When 
you think about it, what’s between your legs 
is such an arbitrary basis to deny a couple the 
right to the recognition of their love.

Gay Marriage is an attack on my religion: 
Freedom of Religion is a funny thing. It means 
being allowed to do your thing, while others 
are free to do theirs, without infringing on 
others or being infringed upon. Gay marriage 
rather ironically preserves this. Your church 
has the freedom to keep being backwards and 
awful, and the gays have the freedom to frock 
up and tie the knot. Presumably their god 
thinks it’s okay. Thus, opportunity for all. And 
if all this fails, remind them that we live in a 
secular state for a reason. 

A Marriage is between a Man and a Woman: 
“Gays can’t get married because they can’t 
have babies.” Then, let’s requrie hetero 
blushing brides to undergo fertility tests, and 
ban the marriage of couples who have no 
intention of procreating. Maybe ‘P in the V’ 
made sense in some distant and harsh era 
of human history when pumping out spawn 
was necessary for survival, but we live in an 
era of overpopulation and IVF. Welcome to 
modernity. 

Think of the children: Yes, lets. Let’s think 
of the gay kids for whom the law currently 
reinforces the idea that they are less than 
ideal. Let’s think of the gay kids who are six 
times more likely to attempt suicide than their 
hetero counterparts. If the law prefers another 
kind of relationship, then why shouldn’t mum 
and dad? Why shouldn’t your mates? If we 
want to prove that gay isn’t just okay, it’s 
equally okay, then marriage equality would 
definitely do the trick.

So, let’s ban The Bachelor, divorce, shot-
gun weddings. Hell, let’s ban marriages 
between incompatible, unloving couples 
before we decide that what’s between your 
legs constitutes that you’ll be a bad wife or 
husband, mother or father. And next time 
someone tells you that you don’t deserve 
wedding bells and a big party, I hope you’ll 
feel a little more prepared and empowered to 
fight the good fight.

G E N  F O W L E R

How to argue for marriage equality - and win

Fighting the 

good fight
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Freedom 

from 

Desire

Asexuality (or ‘nonsexuality’) is a word 
describing the sexual orientation of some 
people (some of whom call themselves 
‘aces’). What does it mean? 

Distinctly different to celibacy or abstention 
from sexual activity—which are generally 
motivated by a person’s beliefs or morals—
asexuality is the lack of sexual attraction to 
others, and the lack of interest in sex. There 
has been an ongoing debate about whether 
asexuality classifies as a sexual orientation, 
as it is, by definition, the antithesis of sexual 
attraction—which usually corresponds to 
sexual orientation—but most of those who 
identify as asexual feel secure within the 
LGBTQXYZ community. 

Do you know anyone who identifies as 
asexual? Maybe you do, maybe you don’t. 
Either way, it’s a rare thing, with commonly 

cited studies placing the prevalence of 
asexuality at a mere one per cent of the 
population. A few famous people who 
identified as asexual have been J.M Barrie 
(author of Peter Pan) and musician Emilie 
Autumn. Asexuality is a strangely hidden facet 
on the LGBTQXYZ sparkly gem, and I think it 
needs more visibility than it currently receives. 
The amount of asexual people in fiction, 
however, is worth noting. Many fictional 
characters have been identified as asexual or 
suspected of being asexual—Virginia Woolf’s 
Lily Briscoe from To the Lighthouse, Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes, and even 
Tolkien’s Bilbo Baggins. We know asexuals, 
but maybe we don’t know them to be asexual. 
Can you imagine Bilbo gettin’ down with some 
hawt hobbit babe? Nope. That’s the point. 

Because the above mentioned LGBTQXYZ 
community is made up of those who come 

TA S M I N  P R I C H A R D

some notes on asexuality

Have your say on the 2013 Student Levy 
Currently all students pay a levy which contributes to the costs associated 
with a number of services they can access at Victoria University. We want 
your feedback on the levy which will fund some of these services for 2013.

We want your feedback - check your email for a link to an online survey. If 
you haven’t received the email, contact student-finance@vuw.ac.nz

Freedom 

from 

Desire

together to celebrate their sexual attraction—
some of those without that drive sometimes 
end up feeling excluded. This has lead to the 
birth of networks such as AVEN (Asexual 
Visibility and Education Network).

With the rise of networks and discussion 
around asexuality, a fairly small number of 
asexual people have posted their thoughts 
on the internet regarding “sexuals” and their 
behaviour. The general tone of these posts 
have been to do with the idea that sexuals 
do not understand nonsexual love and/
or intimacy. In my brief search around the 
internets for things to do with asexuality, I 
came upon an alarming amount of discourse 
that could be categorised as slut-shaming. 
Points such as “When I look at the human 
body, I see art; sexuals just see sex,” 
and marginalising the queer community: 
“heterosexuality and homosexuality don’t 
exist, only asexuality and multisexuality.” 

At the other extreme, people in the 
LGBTQXYZ community have questioned 
whether asexuality fits within their realm, as 
it doesn’t really come under “alternate sexual 
expression”, but the lack of such. What gives, 
guys? Queer-on-queer fighting is heartbreaking. 
Solidarity!

For perspective, try imagining yourself 
without sex. No, really, give it a go. Not just 
intercourse, but attraction and lust, too. As 
a concept, it seems to defy a huge amount 
of social activities that are almost specifically 
engineered for sex. Going out to clubs? 
Having coffee with someone you think is 
cute? It is hard to think about your identity 
without at least some thought about the sex 
you’ve had, the sex you want to have, and 
the sex you’re going to have. Asexuals are 
programmed differently, like anybody else on 
the LGBTQXYZ spectrum, but difference is 
cool! Difference is perhaps the best part of 
being queer. Own it, aces! 
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Queers and straights alike, I am delighted 
to bring you Bisexuality 101! Or perhaps 
we should call it Bisexuality 303, because 
essentially you get taught everything wrong 
first, and here I am to set the record straight. 
Nice of me, isn’t it?

I spend my life dabbling between the queer 
and straight communities, and both realms 
have offered quite the spectrum of ideas when 
it comes to bisexuality. Let’s go through a few 
of the common myths:

 “Bisexuals are just gays in denial.” – I think 
this idea stems from the fact that many people 
come out as bisexual, only to later realise they 
are in fact gay. This is a totally 
legitimate process, and I don’t 
think it constitutes lying. Does it 
make every bisexually identified 
person a gay in denial? No.

“Bisexuals are greedy.” – Okay, 
I have no sympathy for anyone who thinks 
this. Dude, if you feel like you’re missing out 
on something, come be bisexual yourself! 
Where does this idea come from that we’re 
just reaching for people left and right—for 
sex, relationships, or whatever? As it is in 
every sexuality, each person has their own 

preferences or circumstances influencing how 
often they date or sleep with people.

“When a girl says she’s bisexual, it means she’ll 
kiss or sleep with girls but not date them.” 
– Unfortunately, this is often true. All I can 
say is this behaviour makes being a legitimate 
female bisexual a struggle. It’s hard to be taken 
seriously, due the huge amount of girls doing 
this sort of thing (in high school, mostly.) I’m all 
for exploring your sexuality, and I’m not here 
to shut down anyone who legitimately thought 
they were bisexual before realising they were 
straight. It’s just a term that’s thrown about 
and used too lightly, much like love. It makes it 

harder to emphasise when you 
are really serious.

I’ll be the first to admit there 
are several problems with the 
word bisexual. First of all, the 
“bi” portion. This suggests 

binary, does it not? I’m not a person who 
believes in gender binary. The English language 
is constantly evolving and words are coming 
to mean things that are rather different to 
their origins. Just because someone is bisexual, 
doesn’t mean they’re not open to dating 
people who fit on the wider gender-spectrum. 

A proportion of bisexual people may feel this 
way, but not all of them.

Secondly, since when was this whole “bi” 
thing 50/50? Honestly, how likely is it that the 
large number of bisexuals out there will all 
have a dead even split when it comes to their 
preferences? Hell to the no. I think there’s 
a lot of pressure out there to be one way 
or the other, and just choose. I’m not too 
sure why, but it should definitely only be of 
someone’s concern if they’re planning to date 
you. Otherwise, why the hell should they care? 
How is it going to affect their life?

At the end of the day sexuality comes down 
to each individual’s interpretation of their 
identity. There is no “universal truth” as to 
what sexuality you are, and no one should 
try and tell you who or what you are. Labels 
help us to an extent, as they allow us to 
quickly explain ourselves in a way that most 
people understand. However, there are always 
variations on a theme and most queers will tell 
you about the delightful sexuality and gender 
spectrum. So use bisexual if you wish; use it 
proudly! But don’t let anyone limit you by an 
eight-letter word.

M A G G I E  C A M P B E L L - H U N T 

Dispelling some common myths about bisexuality

"Does it make every 
bisexually identified 

person a gay in denial? 
No."

Everything 

in 

Moderation

Everything 

in 

Moderation
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Since the conception of motion pictures, people have been captivated with images of themselves. Films 
give us something to be intrigued by, audiences preoccupied with elements of their own lives reflected on 
the silver screen. They have an undisputed power, but too often send the wrong message. Homosexuality, 
in particular female sexuality, has always been seen in cinema, but its propensity to be skewed has left a 
damning mark on us. 

R E B E K A H  G A L B R A I T H

We are 

not a plot 

device
Tracking the Progress of Lesbianism on the Screen 
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While films educated audiences on how to 
be as hard as Clint, their ill-informed consent 
hid the butch, the dyke, and the femme. As 
motion picture production gained momentum 
in the twentieth century, our dishonest 
portrayal not only taught straight people what 
to think of lesbians, but also influenced how 
we saw ourselves.

Whenever asked to think of an early depiction 
of a lesbian, or something close to it, I can’t 
look further than Marlene Dietrich in Morocco. 
The image of Dietrich is iconic, and her sultry 
performance in a nightclub wearing a man’s 
tuxedo is nothing short of classic. But what is 
interesting about this scene is her sexuality, 
which is far from overt. Dietrich simply walks 
into the room and commands the attention 
of both male and female patrons, kissing a 
woman briefly as she makes her way through 
the audience; she is there for the women 
as much as she is there to arouse the men. 
Dietrich is, at heart, a gentleman. 

Hollywood’s golden era of cinema is filled 
with these glorious roles that seep a deep, 
almost unnerving sexual confidence. And 
these weren’t just bit part actresses, but names 
like Greta Garbo, Joan Crawford, and Barbara 
Stanwyck. There is a common misconception 
that lesbians were nowhere to be seen on the 
silver screen during the twenties and thirties, 
but they were, and it scared the censors half 
to death. 

It only seems natural that the budding 
freedom of female sexuality would be snuffed 
out from cinema before it had the chance to 
blossom. Church groups began to threaten 
widespread boycotts of these films, citing 
sexual perversion, immoral behaviour, and 
objectionable content unsuitable for American 
audiences. While it could be successfully 
argued the film industry had always been 
a little questionable, studio heads, under 
pressure from religious groups such as the 
Legion of Decency, needed to act, with state 
legislators in the United States introducing 
their own forms of censorship. 

Employing Will H. Hays, studios found 
themselves with the Motion Pictures 
Production Code, otherwise known as the 
Hays Code, which was about as fun for 
filmmakers as Disney’s It’s a Small World is 
for unsuspecting tourists. For the next two 
decades, the Code strangled artistic integrity, 
exposing the vain, selfish, and bigoted side 
of humanity, the very one that desired a 
mirrored perfection of society free from our 

‘unwholesome’ and ‘perverted’ lives. 

While it would be imprudent to pass 
comment on rumours of homosexuality 
and bisexuality among female actresses 
of Hollywood’s golden age, the infamous 
Sewing Circles were very much a real thing. 
They were familiar to prominent actresses, 
writers, musicians, and artists, all with one 
common interest–cunninglinguistics. But the 
saddest aspect of the censorship was the 
way it continued to describe the lesbian as 
sexually perverse, denying their very existence. 
The Code taught 
straight audiences 
lesbians were 
immoral, disgusting, 
and wrong. And if 
this wasn’t enough, 
we grew accustomed 
to believing the very 
same about ourselves. Censorship shuffled 
us to the corner, inferred in film but not 
discussed, present but never addressed. We 
were indecent, we were a myth, and we were 
murderous. 

The lesbian became something to fear, a 
sinister, conniving creature that preyed on 
young women, as we do in Hitchcock’s 
Rebecca. Just like other screenwriters and 
directors, Hitchcock learnt to subvert the 
code, cleverly suggesting with a series of 
looks and only a handful of dialogue that the 
scorned Mrs Danvers murdered her lover, the 
never-seen but ever-doomed Rebecca. And 
that was our story, the roles we were allowed 
in cinema: the antagonist, or the dead. 

The portrayal of lesbians under the Hays 
Code was hardly sympathetic, but the dawn 
of the sexual revolution gave audiences 
some change, and lesbians a bit of reprisal. 
The Code appeared to lose its grip by the 
sixties, with films such as The Children’s Hour 
and Walk on the Wild Side explicitly basing 
their plot around lesbianism. Still, the ending 
is nothing new. The lesbian dies; Shirley 
MacLaine by suicide in The Children’s Hour 
and Capucine is shot in Wild Side. But where 
the sexual revolution of the sixties spurred 
the feminist movement of the seventies, so 
too did it relax censorship in film. Lesbian 
relationships began to be shown in film, 
whether for comedic irony, such as Meryl 
Streep as Woody Allen’s ex-wife-now-lesbian 
in Manhattan, or as the entire subject of a 
film, like Les Biches. However, there quickly 
became a new trouble for the portrayal of 

female sexuality, our existence a novelty on 
screen. 

For the first time in decades censors allowed 
us to grace the set but not as genuine 
characters who just happen to be lesbians, but 
as the token lesbian character, a plot device 
for bored viewers and lazy writers. While the 
eighties and nineties gave us some decent 
dykey films like Victor Victoria, Desert Hearts, 
The Colour Purple, Henry and June, and Orlando, 
we were also subjected films like The Hunger 
and Basic Instinct. I don’t dispute the glory of 

David Bowie, but the 
film is a blip except for 
those few moments 
where Catherine 
Deneuve and Susan 
Sarandon are caught in 
flagrante among some 
wispy white sheets. 

And Sharon Stone gave bisexuals with ice 
picks a fairly bad run. Still films like Fried Green 
Tomatoes failed to boldly acknowledge the 
female lady-lovin’, despite every lesbian who 
saw it pointing and shouting ‘dykes!’ at Ruth 
and Idgie in their cineplex. 

Indie films in the nineties gave us Go Fish, The 
Incredibly True Adventures of Two Girls In Love, 
All Over Me, Chasing Amy, Aimée & Jaguar, 
and But I’m a Cheerleader, but they were lost 
in a sea of film strips featuring bawdy het 
sex teen romps. Writers saw a niche in the 
industry and seemed to throw in these lesbian 
subplots, brief dalliances between female 
characters that are never fully explored. The 
issue now is about honesty, showing lesbians 
as real people with real relationships. The 
lesbian is a hot commodity and Nielsen ratings 
dictator; viewers tune in en masse to watch 
two women play kissy face, but it shouldn’t be 
forgotten Lesbian Kiss Episodes are nothing 
but gratuitous and trite.

I have no doubt great strides have been made 
in the depiction of lesbians in film, but there 
is room for improvement. Every teenager 
looks to cinema as an educator and indicator 
of society, and as a gay kid I struggled to find 
a character to relate to. While The L Word 
appeared on my television during high school, 
their world was so far removed from my 
adolescence I never wholly connected to any 
woman, any story, or any of their experiences. 
The future of lesbianism in cinema is uncertain, 
but we have our own stories and it’s about 
time we start writing them.

This humble lesbian is not a plot device.  

We are 

not a plot 

device

“There is a common misconception that 
lesbians were nowhere to be seen on 

the silver screen during the twenties and 
thirties, but they were, and it scared the 

censors half to death.”
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I’m the person people usually come to for 
gay sex tips. My seven years’ experience of 
man-on-man action qualifies me to comment 
on nearly any bedroom situation.

From German gang-bangs to double 
penetration, I’m constantly being asked for 
advice. Although I’m sure I could write an 
encyclopaedia–here are a few handy hints for 
the nouvea-homo:

TEETH HURT: 
For you guys out there who’ve never 
experienced the toothier blowy, it’s just a bad 
headache for cock. It’s important to try keep 
your teeth behind your lips and to breathe 
steadily through your nose. Remember not to 
rush it.

LUBE IS YOUR BEST FRIEND: 
For a lot of gay guys, the thought of anal sex 
stirs anxiety and fear, and to be honest, it will 
hurt the first few times. The number one trick 
is to take things slow and use plenty of lube. If 
you’re not sure you’re ready to bottom (get 
fucked) then try things on your own with toys 
(or safe substitutes).

TAKE THINGS SLOW–IT’S OKAY TO 
SAY NO: 
This one sounds a little soppy, but it’s 
important to look after your mental health.

Often when young guys are exploring their 
sexuality, they jump into many situations 
in an attempt to discover more about 
themselves. This is okay, but ensure you aren’t 
putting yourself in scenarios where you feel 
uncomfortable. Some guys are pushy, but just 
push back and tell them to fuck off.

UNDERSTAND YOUR BODY. 
Alright, so this one’s a bit graphic but maybe 
the most important. If you intend to put 
anything up your ass (or put things up your 
partner’s ass), make sure you know what 
your bowel movements are. If you haven’t 
been to the bathroom that day, maybe think 
about it before visiting the marmite mines. 
Make no mistake, sticky situations are easy to 
avoid if you know what your body’s upto and 
you have a normal amount of fibre in your 
diet. This can often be an issue when heavy 
drinking is involved.

GROUP SEX IS AN ART FORM: 
So it never really turns out like the porno 
you hoped for, but when you get the 
right balance, it can be fantastic. Things to 
remember are the ratio of tops (the guys 
fucking) and bottoms in said group need to be 
proportionate. Also, if you have a boyfriend 
you both need to have an agreement in place 
before throwing yourself into an orgy. Jealousy 
is never fun, but sometimes sharing is caring.

USE A FUCKING CONDOM: 
HIV transmits much easier through the 
anal lining, making guys who fuck guys 
disproportionately prone to infection. 
Condoms and water-based lube are the only 
protection against HIV. Get tested regularly 
at your GP or through the New Zealand Aids 
Foundation (the staff are really friendly). HIV 
is primarily transmitted by those who don’t 
know they have it.

Follow these simple tips and the rest should 
follow.

New Zealand Aids Foundation (NZAF) 
www.nzaf.org.nz

Sexual
Healing
Sexual
Healing

T H E  S E M E N  D E M O N

SEX TIPS FOR THE GAYBIE



qu e e r l i ent ▼ 25

S A L I E N T  ◱ ◒ ▲

Lots of people think that dental dams are 
only for lesbians but I’m here to say that 
this is so not true! Straight people often have 
this idea that although they might perform 
or receive the pleasures of oral sex, they are 
exempt from needing to protect themselves 
and their partners against what comes 
with sharing fluids (sounds clinical, doesn’t 
it? “Sharing fluids”—but that’s essentially 
what it is). Do you know that if you have 
oral herpes (the cold sore virus) you can 
give someone genital herpes? You can give 
someone cold sores on their butt. I didn’t 
until recently because school sex ed sucks!

SO WHAT IS A DENTAL DAM? 
Dental dams are a sheet of latex that acts as a 
barrier so fluids can’t be transferred between 
people. When used correctly, they are the 
best way to stop the spread of STIs through 
oral sex, much like condoms—in fact you can 
even make them out of condoms! 
If you buy dental dams they come in a range 
of flavours so you can have a whole lot of 
fun licking something that tastes like vanilla, 
or mint or even bubblegum! Just remember 
that if you get flavoured ones then only one 
side will be flavoured, so put that side away 
from the designated licking zone (you want 
to be able to taste the goodness and your 
partner won’t be wanting a yeast infection, me 
thinks). Adding a bit of water-based lube on 
the vulva or anus before placing the dam on 
top is also a top notch decision as it will make 
everything loads more pleasurable for the 
babe who is receiving.

ARE THEY REUSABLE? 
Obviously there are some rules that come 
with having fun times with dental dams. The 
first one being don’t reuse it! Don’t shift it 
from the vulva to the anus (or vice-versa 
because hello bacterial infection!). Don’t turn 
it over and use the other side (you’ll end up 
sharing fluids which is what you wanted to 
avoid in the first place, am I right?). And don’t 
share between partners. Dental dams are like 
condoms—don’t use ‘em twice!

HOW DO I MAKE THEM OUT OF 
CONDOMS? 
Carefully open your condom packet (that you 
got for free at Student Health!) and take out 
your condom. Cut the tip off and down one 
side so that when it’s unrolled it becomes a 
rectangle. Super easy! You can also use latex 
gloves. Just cut the fingers off and cut along 
the holes to create a sheet.

So in conclusion a dental dam with some lube 
is your BFF for safe oral sex, and using latex 
gloves when you do your finger sexing is also 
a really good idea. And for all you fem/mes 
out there with long nails you can add some 
cotton wool to each fingertip and then you 
will have a soft padded surface to work your 
magic with. 
Now go forth and have ALL of the safe 
cunnilingus and anilingus!

Sexual
Healing
Sexual
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What does it mean to be queer in New Zealand? How do our politicians see us, the non-heterosexual 
contingent? New Zealand’s political landscape has a long history of avoidance when it comes to ‘the gay’, 
punctuated with occasional bouts of activity as we struggle to catch up to (marginally) more enlightened 
countries. We’re a very proud nation, sometimes too much so, and we’re still inordinately proud of our world-
beating efforts to recognise women as people by giving them the vote. That was a long time ago though, and 
we’ve lagged a bit since then. 

M AT T H E W  E L L I S O N
the journey of THE gay in NZ politics

A Gay 

Ol'd Time

A Gay 

Ol'd Time
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Hell, France decriminalised homosexual acts 
between two men 195 years before New 
Zealand did, 1791. Brazil managed it in 1830. 
What took us so long?

When New Zealand became part of the 
British Empire in 1840, we adopted their 
laws, which included the death penalty for 
homosexual acts. New Zealand has always 
been closely tied to England, and we take 
a lot of our social and legal cues from 
them. With its strong Christian background, 
England had a lot of very conservative things 
to say about homosex, and ‘buggery’ was 
considered very un-Christian. This meant that 
not only could dudes not get their freak on, 
nor, legally, could a heterosexual couple when 
one (or both) of them wanted it up the butt. 
In 1861, the death penalty for homosex was 
replaced with life imprisonment in England, 
and New Zealand followed suit six years later. 
Any sexual activity between men, not just anal 
sex, became illegal in England in 1885, and 
then eight years later, New Zealand enacted 
legislation to do the same. 

Things stagnated for a while after that, and 
it wasn’t until 1957 that a report in England 
recommended homosexual law reform, 
but it was rejected by Parliament. In 1968 a 
petition was submitted to the New Zealand 
Parliament, signed by a group of prominent 
citizens, calling for legalisation of homosex, 
but our Parliament rejected it. Finally in 1967, 
England legalised homosexual acts between 
two men, but only under very specific 
conditions, such as only having two people 
present. This law was slightly amended in 2000 
to change the age of consent for homosex to 
16, in line with hetsex. It’s been a spectacular 
success, and there has not been a single 
threesome recorded in the UK ever since.

In 1974, ‘79 and ‘80, there were bills 
submitted that would legalise homosexuality 
in New Zealand, but they were all defeated. 
Aside from a prudish Christian squeamishness 
about the gays left over from the Victorian 
era, opponents of these bills were dissatisfied 
by a difference in the age of consent between 
heterosexual couples (16) and homosexual 
couples (21).

Homosexual law reform in New Zealand 
came into effect in 1986, four years before 
I was born. That freaks me out a little bit 
sometimes—that I grew up in a world where 
practicing my sexuality (read: homosex) was 
only recently allowed. The Crimes Act 1961 
had actually criminalised homosexual acts 

between two men, 
but the Homosexual 
Law Reform Act 
of 1986 removed these provisions when 
it had become apparent that buttsex was 
actually pretty cool. Luckily, even though it 
took us longer than the UK, we are allowed 
threesomes, so it’s not all bad.

Homosexual law reform in New Zealand 
was notably opposed by the Salvation Army, 
who were heavily involved in a petition to 
ensure it didn’t pass. They have since issued a 
statement apologising for their actions, though 
some branches of the organisation in other 
countries still have pretty open anti-LGBT 
policies. There was significant opposition from 
other groups as well, and the Coalition of 
Concerned Citizens issued a petition against 
the bill, though many of the signatures were 
found to be fake. 

Interestingly, homosexual acts between 
females have never been illegal in New 
Zealand or the United Kingdom. Maybe 
that’s because straight dudes are into that or 
something. I don’t know—ask a straight dude.  

So, now that existing was more or less legal 
for boys who like boys, where did things 
move from there?

At the time of writing, eleven countries 
around the world have nationwide same sex 
marriage, and some others, like the US, have 
same-sex marriage in some places but not 
others. Sadly, New Zealand seems to be some 
way away from making its way onto this list. 

There is no specific legislation prohibiting gay 
people from adopting, though there is no 
facility for same-sex couples to adopt as a 
couple, as much adoption legislation is written 
in terms of marriage. Rather, one member 
of the couple must adopt as an individual, 
and this is a harder process than adopting as 
a couple. Additionally, it is impossible for a 
man to adopt a female child by himself. This 
system is implicitly homophobic and kind of 
silly, really, because you’d think a gay couple 
adopting a girl would be safer than average for 
the child, who would no doubt grow up to be 
extra-fabulous.

Civil unions between same-sex couples in 
New Zealand have been possible since the 
Civil Union Act in 2005. It’s a very similar 
act to the Marriage Act, but with ‘marriage’ 
replaced by ‘civil union’ throughout. This has 
the result of giving a same-sex couple in a civil 
union most of the same rights as a married 

heterosexual couple, 
with the important 
exception of adoption. 

The whole thing reeks of a separate-but-
equal approach to LGBT rights. I get the 
strong impression that we are being told this 
is something we should be happy with, like 
a huge favour has been done for us. Most 
parties treated it as a conscience issue, and it 
passed by a measly ten votes (65 to 55). 

There was strong religious opposition from 
groups like Destiny Church and the Catholic 
Church, because, you know, tolerance and 
love for all or something. The Christian 
Student Union, however, supported the 
introduction of civil unions and even got 
involved in the debate. Destiny Church 
organised the anti-gay ‘Enough is Enough’ 
march in Wellington, along with the Christian 
Heritage Party and a white supremacist group. 
Make of that what you will.

The first openly gay MP was Chris Carter, of 
Labour, who came out shortly after the 1993 
election. The first MP to be elected while out 
was Tim Barnett, also a Labour MP, who was 
elected in 1996. Our first open lesbian MP 
was Maryan Street, again from the Labour 
Party, who was elected in 2005. 

In good news, New Zealand was the first 
country in the world to elect a trans* MP, 
Georgina Beyer. She was elected in 1999, and 
I think this is something we can be extremely 
proud of. In 1994, the New Zealand High 
Court ruled that post-operative transsexuals 
could marry as their new sex.

And where are we now? We’ve come along 
way, but there’s still some distance yet to 
travel. There’s an increasing dialogue regarding 
LGBT issues in New Zealand, which is what 
we’ve been missing all along. The reluctance 
to talk about LGBT issues that has inhibited 
progress is gradually being eroded, but not so 
much by action from within New Zealand.

There are equality movements here, but they 
don’t have the size and momentum to be as 
society-changing as those elsewhere, such as 
in the US, which is significantly further down 
the path to full marriage equality than we are, 
in several respects. We can make a difference 
by talking more. Get interested in LGBT 
rights, and get other people interested in it 
too. Younger generations are increasingly pro-
LGBT, and we can speed up the process with 
better education and more dialogue. Go forth 
and be queer!

Homosexual law reform in New Zealand 
came into effect in 1986, four years before 

I was born.
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In 2010, the tragic death of US college 
student Tyler Clementi after his room-mate 
circulated images of him having sex with 
another male was followed by widespread 
discussion in the mainstream media of the 
high rate of suicide by queer teenagers 
compared to their heterosexual peers. 
Along with increased attention to the issue 
by commentators, there also emerged an 
anti-suicide viral video campaign, It Gets 
Better (IGB). The project, led by gay man 
Dan Savage and his husband, shows the 
couple speaking about they now live an 
enjoyable and successful life, despite having 
been bullied in their youth. It encourages 
the public to upload similar messages to 
YouTube.

That a campaign aiming to stop young queer 
people from taking their own lives is a positive 
thing seems an obvious enough assumption to 
make. However IGB has received significant 
criticism from within queer communities. 
Scholars like Jasbir Puar (who expressed 
her concerns in The Guardian) as well as a 
number of bloggers say the campaign excludes 
a number of minorities from its message, and 
detracts from the urgent need for action to 
change the circumstances many young queer 
people live in.

One of the main concerns about IGB is its lack 
of diversity. Critics argue that its predominantly 
white, urban, middle-class, cis-gendered male 
frontmen and contributors create a falsely 
narrow image of “queerness”. This allows 
only a few young queer people be fully 

hailed by the campaign – to feel as though 
it’s speaking to them. The identities of young 
trans* people, or non-white queer youth are 
conspicuously erased in the campaign. The 
lack of submissions from these perspectives 
suggests the assertion that “it gets better” is 
untrue: for many people, it does not. A young 
trans* person, for example, will likely continue 
to face the same violence and discrimination 
done to them in their youth throughout their 
lives. 

The way the campaign tells young queer 
people to “hang in there” because “it gets 
better” is reminiscent of the conservative 
“pull yourself up by you own bootstraps” 
adage (something 
Puar makes reference 
to in her Guardian 
article). Many of those 
whose identities are 
not represented don’t have power or upward 
mobility which allows them to just “hang in 
there”; society, where forces like racism and 
sexism are also at play, is structured in a way 
which prevents them from doing so. Charging 
people with the responsibility to improve 
their own situation when they may not be in 
the position to do so (and when it may never 
actually get better) comes dangerously close 
to blaming them for not being resilient enough 
if they do not make it to adulthood.

Young queer people are suffering and we 
urgently need to do something about it. 
Unfortunately IGB’s messages amount to the 
opposite of a call to action. The assertion 

N I C O L A  W O O D

It Won’t Get Better Until We Make It Better

that “it gets better” shifts the responsibility to 
improve a situation to the person experiencing 
hardship, rather than the society which 
produces that hardship. Most problematic 
about the campaign is its underlying message 
that for queer people, youth is something 
to be struggled through and survived, not 
enjoyed. That’s not good enough: we should 
be able to enjoy our youth as much as anyone 
else. Instead of telling people to simply “hang 
in there”, we should be changing the realities 
they live in.

We need to ask some serious questions. 
Who gets to be represented in mainstream 
images of “queer”? Whose deaths register 

in discussion of the issue 
of “queer youth suicide”? 
And why does it take until 
the extreme point of a 
suicide for us to understand 

what has happened as a tragedy? We need 
to develop a better approach where instead 
of effectively telling young people to “harden 
up” and struggle through life until it somehow, 
eventually, “gets better”, we say their youth 
is something they should be able to enjoy—
not just survive. We need to acknowledge 
that realities which make people feel they 
are less than human, or exclude them from 
being recognisable as such to their peers, 
are also tragedies which must be changed. 
This all reminds me of a sign I saw at this 
year’s Queer the Night march: “It won’t get 
better until we make it better”.

No time 
to wait
No time 
to wait

"...we say their youth is something 
they should be able to enjoy—not just 

survive."
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Watershed moments come few and far 
between for musical genres. 19 days ago the 
notoriously homophobic hip-hop and R&B had 
one of those moments, when Frank Ocean 
became the first major artist to come out, 
revealing himself to be bisexual through a 
beautifully poetic letter posted on his Tumblr 
page. 

The coming out of Frank Ocean signalled the 

coming-of-age for a movement which has 
been brewing recently: A$AP Rocky calling 
homophobia “immature”, Ocean’s fellow 
OFWGKTA-member Syd tha Kyd’s open 
lesbianism, and underground New York’s 
hyper-homosexual rap scene including Mykki 
Blanco and Zebra Katz. While the cynic may 
see Ocean’s coming out as very well timed 
with his album release, both the cultural 
significance of his revealing and the pure 
quality of the album overshadow and trivialise 
the publicity-stunt-ness of the move.

It is with this backdrop of sexuality with 
which channel ORANGE is inextricably linked, 
and it’s themes of love, disillusionment, inner 
turmoil and inequality are drenched in this 
underlying narrative—a narrative which 
alternates between male and female subjects. 
When he opens with the line “a tornado 
flew around my room” and talks of unusual 
rain, his metaphor applies to his subject as 
much as to the climate in which the album 

was released. Throughout the album, it is easy 
to see Ocean’s years of honing his craft as a 
songwriter for the likes of Beyoncé and Justin 
Bieber have paid off handsomely.

Production-wise, the album follows a similar 
interlude-laden format to Ocean’s debut 
mixtape, nostalgia, ULTRA. The beats are 
cleaner, tighter, darker, and reach far greater 
heights than any of his previous works. The 
opulent ‘Sweet Life’ is jazzy and funk-inspired, 
the drug-themed ‘Crack Rock’ appropriately 
moody. Vocally, Ocean is terrific throughout, 
displaying a clear falsetto and perfectly 
executed diversity in his delivery.

If you listen to one song from the album, let 
it be 10-minute epic ‘Pyramids’, the tale of 
a strip club worker which serves as channel 
ORANGE’s crowning jewel. 

As a musical document, channel ORANGE 
easily excels on its own merits. Combined 
with the cultural context which surrounds it, it 
becomes truly special. 

◒ m u s i c  ◓

C H R I S  M c I N T Y R E

FRANK OCEAN 
channel ORANGE

First off, a couple of disclaimers: 1. The 
evaluation of all the albums on this list is based 
on exactly zero scientific research. It is the 
product of my sordid imagination only. Please 
assume that every description is followed by 
the words ‘… or so I imagine’ as my voice 
trails off and a lonely tear runs down my 
cheek. 2. If you’re a male reading this who uses 
these albums as prescribed during the course 
of a one-night-stand then full power to you! 
UNLESS you refer to your fellow boner as a 
‘slut’, ‘whore’ or anything of the like thereafter, 
in which case go fuck yourself, cad.

Jack Johnson: Brushfire Fairytales 
I have a friend (who will remain nameless for 
obvious reasons) who recently picked up a 
delightful young woman in the course of a 

debaucherous night in town. Upon getting 
home, he thought he’d put on some Jack 
Johnson to set the mood. After 45 minutes 
he was still physically unable to ejaculate. And, 
while she enjoyed the elongated duration of 
proceedings, so too did she find the whole 
experience discomfiting and not a little sappy. 
AVOID.

John Coltrane: Ascension 
One word: ‘polyrhythms’.  While casually 
dropping the term in conversation in order 
to impress your object of your affection is 
acceptable, for the love of God leave them to 
the courtship stage. 

Radiohead: Kid A 
Unless your partner enjoys comforting you as 

you weep uncontrollably in the dark and wail 
about existential malaises, steer clear of this 
one. What were you thinking? Come on.

Regina Spektor: Begin to Hope 
Cute! Quirky! Poignant! ENDORSED.

My Bloody Valentine: Loveless 
SO. You’ve succeeding in taking home that 
charmingly aloof and eloquent hipster from 
his/her home territory in Mighty Mighty/ ironic 
jaunt to the Big K. Soon enough his buttoned 
up to the top plaid shirt/her vintage dress 
are lying in crumpled heaps of disarray on 
the floor as you eagerly roll around the bed, 
ensconced at the mouth. Their hands slowly 
reach towards your one-stringed-bass/clitar 
and they sultrily murmur in your ear: "why 
don’t you put some music on?" OH. GOD.  
You’ve come this far, and you’ll be damned 
if your deeply hidden penchant for Beyonce 
and Nickelback impede an evening of no-pants 
fun-time! Luckily, you have Loveless close at 
hand. The lush, blissful guitars and gorgeous 
vocals provide a very advantageous backdrop 
to all things coital; and you won’t have to risk 
suffering a chortling sneer from your ever-so-
cool partner. ELEMENTARY.

Al Green 
Even your immature boyfriend who finds it 
hilarious to shout ‘I….CHOOSE…YOU…
PIKACHU’ every time he comes will bow 
before the swoony croons of this Soul 
legend. This album is conducive to snuggling, 
tenderness, intimacy, holding each other close 
and basically all the things this embittered man 
pretends to detest and scorn. 

So there you have it! An entirely objective and 
quantifiable evaluation of music for sexytimez.   
Have a blast! xoxo

P H I L I P  M c S W E E N E Y  ( M U S I C  E D I TO R )

ALBUMS TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL CONGRESS TO
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I meet Kleber Mendonça Filho, a Brazilian 
filmmaker currently receiving plaudits at 
festivals across the world for his debut 
feature-length film, Neighbouring Sounds, on 
a windy, rainy, downright terrible Wellington 
day. Finding shelter in a cafe, Filho replies 
to a question about the weather with 
what is quickly identified as a characteristic 
thoughtfulness. “I’m familiarised with different 
temperatures. A lot of Brazilians actually 
cherish cold weather; they actually look 
forward to rainy days because it’s exotic, it’s 
strange and it makes a difference.”

Filho has spent a lot of time thinking about the 
weather—his last film, 2009’s award-winning 
Recife Frio (Cold Tropics), was a science fiction 
piece investigating how cultures are informed 
by climate. “Essentially, we are tropical,” Filho 
explains. “The whole of Brazil is tropical.” It’s a 
cultural identity that’s given the film particular 
resonance in its home nation. “As somebody 
from New Zealand, I wonder if you’ll really 
feel what the film is about; the reactions in 
Brazil were so strong because Brazilians can 
relate. They’re very tropical and, for Brazilians, 
cold is actually a sign of sophistication. If 
you think about the Swedes or the British 
or the Germans, cold is boring and a sign 
of sophistication would be the sunshine, 
or buying yourself an expensive holiday in 
Jamaica.”

Like all of his fiction films, Recife Frio is set 
in Filho’s hometown, the coastal metropolis 
of Recife. This decision to use his stomping 
ground as his muse isn’t just one of 
expedience and familiarity, though, Filho says. 
“Once you understand that’s where you work 
and that’s where you shoot [and get past 

that], there are a lot of specific themes that 
interest me. One of them is urbanism—or the 
lack of it. [...] Architecture is very photogenic, 
it photographs very well. There is an instant 
drama out of the way that people build stuff 
and it doesn’t really work, because it’s really 
designed to keep the exterior elements out; 
this whole thing with paranoia and security 
and the different social layers of Brazilian 
society.”

Such themes have long been features in 
Filho’s work, traceable back to his Argento-
influenced 1997 short Caged In. From Green 
Vinyl’s modern-day Grimm fairytale about 
the consequences of a young girl’s curiosity, 
to Electrodomestica’s images of gates within 
gates and fences within fences, Filho has built 
a filmography out of giving form to these 
anxieties. These anxieties are reflected in 
Neighbouring Sounds’ primary narrative strand 
about the incursion of a private security firm 
into a Recife suburb, something drawn from 
his own experience. “These guys came over 
and offered their services, and everybody 
thought it was great, 
and me and my 
wife were the only 
ones going, ‘How? 
Why? What are 
your credentials?’” 
Filho explains. “They only had a vest and an 
attitude. Anybody could do that! But that gives 
an idea of how needy people are in terms of 
needing to feel safer.”

Neighbouring Sounds, much like Filho’s other 
films, evokes those anxieties through its 
visuals as well as the narrative. “Neighbouring 
Sounds is very wide,” Filho explains. “It’s not 

only a wide-screen film but the shots are 
very wide—because I really like to see the 
characters in relation to where they are, to 
the film space. In some of the shots they even 
look like little mice in those little mazes, and I 
like that, because that’s how a lot of us live in 
the big city. We are always following the maze, 
trying to get around and trying to find our way 
through the maze.” 

Further twists in the presentation are achieved 
through the cinematography. “The thing with 
cinema is that, sometimes, you’re framing 
the shot and then you’ll look through the 
viewfinder and you’ll go, ‘No no no, just a 
little bit more to the left,’” Filho describes, 
“and [the DP will] go, ‘But, why?’ and then 
it’s ‘just a little bit more to the left,’ and then 
he looks through the viewfinder and he says, 
‘that’s slightly off-centre, isn’t it?’ Exactly. So 
that creates a strange reaction from whoever’s 
watching the film. It’s a completely normal shot 
of a corridor or a hall; it’s still a corridor, but 
there’s something about the shot that’s slightly 
off.”

Thankfully, that sense 
of something being off 
hasn’t turned audiences 
off his films, with 
Neighbouring Sounds 
winning the FIPRESCI 

Prize at Rotterdam Film Festival. “Twenty years 
ago I dreamed of this. Now I realise that it’s 
happening and it’s a really good thing, but you 
have to be very humble, also. Each film is a 
different battle.” 

Neighbouring Sounds is screening at The 
Paramount on August 4.

A D A M  G O O D A L L  ( A R T S  E D I TO R )

THAT’S WHEN GOOD NEIGHBOURS BECOME GOOD FRIENDS: AN 
INTERVIEW WITH KLEBER MENDONÇA FILHO

“A lot of Brazilians actually 
cherish cold weather; they 
actually  look forward to rainy 
days because it’s exotic” 
KLEBER MENDONCA FILHO
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You know the feeling. It’s two o’clock in 
the morning. You’ve got an exam in two 
weeks. An essay due in tomorrow. You don’t 
remember the last time you picked up a 
textbook. You don’t remember the last time 
you bought a textbook. Things are grim. You 
begin to wonder whether you made the right 
choice in coming to university.

Fortunately, as with many things in life, books 
can help.

There is a plethora of literature designed 
to make your time at university as easy as 
possible. While it’s tempting to stop reading 
anything outside your required texts, it’s also 
important to weigh up your time realistically. 
It’s worth spending a few hours reading if you 
can save yourself days of stress down the line.

Mastering the art—or craft—of writing is one 
of the most vital tasks a university student 
grapples with. While the ability to write well is 
patently more important in some majors more 
than others, it is never a bad thing to be able 
to express yourself clearly and intelligently in 
writing.

This is a huge cause 
of stress for a lot of 
students. It’s also one 
that is not difficult to 
remedy. Funnily enough, some authors know 
a thing or two about writing, and have been 
kind enough to put their wisdom down onto 
paper; creating guides to writing that are 
incredibly well-regarded and should be read by 
everybody, regardless of age or  career.

Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style is 
a fantastic resource for writers of any kind; 
and short. Short enough to fit in your pocket. 
Short enough to read in a couple of hours 
before bed. It’s the sort of book you can and 
should read again and again, reinforcing those 
rules of the English language that you already 
know but perhaps don’t know the word for, 
or the rules that you’ve never heard of but 
have been breaking for years. It’s pretty cheap 
too, around $10.00 on Fishpond.

It almost feels redundant to point this out, but 
The Elements of Style is not only informative, 
it’s also well-written, sometimes funny, and 
engaging to the extent that it’s been in print 
for nearly 100 years. Each point is illustrated 
vividly enough that it sticks in your mind. The 
examples it provides of the wrong methods 
of writing are also clear and simple enough 
to ensure there is no confusion for readers in 
this area.

It’s not a perfect guide. As mentioned before, 
it’s been in print for a long time, and some of 
its advice is rather antiquated. For example, 
it recommends using “these data” or “those 
data” instead of simply “the data” or “that 
data”—while grammatically correct, this is 
a practice that will make you sound either 
slightly thick or very pretentious if used today.

William Zinsser’s On Writing Well 
complements The Elements of Style. It’s a vital 
tool for writing nonfiction, intended to be 
relevant to just about everyone. No matter 
what your degree or writing level is, there 
will be something for you in On Writing Well. 

Zinsser is fair and even-
handed; his guide caters 
equally as well to those 
who find the idea that 
writing is something 
that can be enjoyable 

inconceivable as it does to those who write 
every day of their lives. 

It’s not as short as The Elements of Style, but 
it’s no less valuable. Zinsser is a master of the 
written word—a given when one has written 
a book called On Writing Well—and his book is 
succinctly and intelligently written, entertaining 
as well as educative. Zinsser uses anecdotes, 
comparisons, and vivid images—“clutter is the 
disease of American writing”—to illustrate 
the common faults and errors that writers 
make, and recommendations on how to fix 
them—“strip every sentence to its cleanest 
components”.

It’s the start of a new trimester. You likely 
have more time now than you will over the 
next three months to pick up a writing guide 
and work on making yourself more legible to 
your lecturers. It’s literally about a day’s work, 
but the skills you will pick up will help you 
throughout the rest of your life.

◒ b o o k s  ◓

K U R T  B A R B E R  ( B O O K S  E D I TO R )

BOOKS ABOUT WRITING

“It’s worth spending a 
few hours reading if you 
can save yourself days of 
stress down the line.”

 ▴ Always read something that will make you look good if you die in the 
middle of it. P.J. O’Rourke

 ▴ I find television to be very educating. Every time somebody turns on the 
set, I go in the other room and read a book. Groucho Marx

 ▴ A book must be an ice-axe to break the seas frozen inside our soul. 
Franz Kafka

 ▴ Books serve to show a man that those original thoughts of his aren’t 
very new after all. Abraham Lincoln

 ▴ Medicine is my lawful wife and literature my mistress; when I get tired 
of one, I spend the night with the other. Anton Chekhov

SOME INTERESTING THINGS THAT PEOPLE 
HAVE AT SOME TIME SAID ABOUT BOOKS.
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Aotearoa, and Wellington especially, have 
become very productive cultural breeding 
grounds when it comes to artistic publications. 
The enduring problem with this gorgeously 
realised material is that its audience is limited, 
its influence curtailed by the lack of money in 
the industry to provide for advertising. 

On the other side of the spectrum most of 
these productions are crafted at a very high 
level which means that many of them are 
expensive to produce. As a result most of the 
consumers of these publications are 
loyal fans who buy regularly, and who 
can afford to pay a little more for the 
quality product which they receive. 
This doesn’t have to continue, these 
products are affordable, and more 
importantly they provide a very 
easy way to discover and explore 
the amazing cultural products that 
are being created every day in this 
country, and in this city by the people 
next door who don’t appear to leave the 
house much. 

So in the interest of spreading the love here is 
a quick rundown on some highlights:

Landfall
Landfall was founded in 1947 which makes 
it one of New Zealand’s longest running 
cultural publications. While Landfall is primarily 
a literary journal, the physical products are 
works of art in themselves and the issues 
often include cultural commentary which 
spreads over many disciplines. Originally 

published by the innovative Caxton Press, the 
journal is now published by Otago University 
and manages to remain current, while 
accessing the long and proud tradition that its 
name carries. Usually produced twice a year 
Landfall is $30 an issue, but is also available 
from the Wellington Public Library. 

Hue&Cry
Hue&Cry is a more recent publication than 
Landfall, but it complements its objectives and 
provides a wider scope for communication 

between disciplines. First 
published in 2007, this 
Wellington-based journal seeks to 
create a dialogue between literary 
and visual artists by juxtaposing 
and integrating the forms with 
each other within its pages. The 
mandate of this publication is to 
garner exposure for emerging 
artists and writers, and to 

promote the many  creative souls around 
who might not be getting the coverage they 
deserve. While some of the works featured 
could be seen as extremely abstract or 
academic, the range of works in each issue 
mean there is always something for everyone 
to access or identify with. Hue&Cry is 
published annually and the retail price is $25.

White Fungus
White Fungus is a publication which has been 
around for a while and has evolved into a 
beautiful physical object which approaches 
art criticism and promotion in its own unique 

style. Founded by brothers Mark and Ron 
Hanson in 2004, White Fungus began as a 
more political publication and has over time 
begun to devote itself far more to the global 
creative melting point. While first published 
in Wellington much of the development has 
occurred in Taiwan where the brothers moved 
to. Currently one founder resides in Taiwan 
and the other lives in Aro Valley. White Fungus 
has experienced tremendous success in the 
last year, being invited to book fairs across the 
planet, and being picked up by independent 
booksellers from Wellington to Taipei to 
Athens. Published intermittently, White Fungus 
is available to buy online at whitefungus.com 
and also available from Aro Video and Unity 
Books in Wellington. 

Elam Graduate Work 
While more formalised and slightly less 
intriguing for me personally than the other 
publications mentioned, this annually published 
book provides an excellent survey of the 
works and artists that are emerging from the 
educational sphere of art production. Elam 
Graduate Work 2011 is the fifth version of the 
publication which seeks to keep viewers and 
collectors abreast of the new and fresh art 
being produced at the Elam School of Fine 
Arts in Auckland. It costs $20 and is available 
online from the Elam School of Fine Arts 
website or from fine arts booksellers. 

Did I miss your publication? Do you have a 
friend beavering away on their own artistic 
magazine about the aesthetics of grunge? 
Please let me know if so!

R O B  K E L LY  ( V I S U A L  A R T S  E D I TO R )

POIGNANT PUBLICATIONS: 
ESTABLISHED AND EMERGING

“While 
Landfall is 
primarily 
a literary 
journal, the 
physical 
products are 
works of art 
inthemselves.”

◒ v i s u a l   a r t s  ◓
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Having spent the last seven years as an 
improvisor with the Court Jesters in 
Christchurch, Dan Pengelly moved to 
Wellington this year to begin his Masters 
degree in Theatre Arts (Directing) at Toi 
Whakaari and Victoria. Recently returned, 
fatigued, from an international workshop in 
Canberra, Dan was obliging enough to let 
me pick his brains about the oft-disregarded 
theatre-form, improv, and its place in New 
Zealand.   

You’ve just spent eight days in Canberra at 
Improvention. What exactly is that? 
Improvention is a bunch of improvisational 
acting nerds getting together for eight days 
and being indulgent. Basically all the companies 
in New Zealand and Australia that can, come 
together and show off their best work, current 
ideologies and swap ideas. There is also a lot 
of partying, flirting, screwing the crew and 
lack of sleep. There are forums, presentations, 
heaps of workshops and three or four shows 
every night.

You have seven years’ experience with the Court 
Jesters in Christchurch. What more is there to 
learn about improv for someone like you at 
Improvention? 
The one thing improv has taught me is that 
there is always more to learn. Those who stop 
learning die. Lots of improv is Theatresports-
based, but there is a big movement towards 
‘long-form’, which is basically an entire 
improvised play without stopping. For me, I 
was looking for ideas; going back to basics, 

being challenged by amazing tutors, and 
networking.

How does the improv scene in New Zealand 
compare to the rest of Oceania, or indeed the 
rest of the world? 
Improv here in New Zealand can be as strong 
and as shit as it is anywhere else. There are a 
handful of Kiwi improvisors who are up there 
with the world’s best. What I am intrigued by, 
and encourage people to look for in improv, 
is a company who aim to keep getting better 
instead of doing the same stuff all the time.

What is your ideal vision for the future of improv 
here in Wellington? 
I would love to see people lining up to see 
an improv show here and it selling out. I 
would love people to view it as professional 
as any other form of theatre. I would love 
to see a regular show here. I want people to 
go through Vic, Toi and Whitirea and want 
to audition for an improv troupe as a viable 
career.

You’re halfway through your first year of the MTA 
at Toi and Vic. How does improv fit into your 
aspirations to be a director? 
As a director I want to work with a troupe 
on an ongoing basis. My main discipline is 
improvisation, so an improv troupe would 
be the ideal group to work with. My second 
discipline is devising, using improv. My thesis 
involves testing and building story archetypes, 
so improvisors are ideally suited to jumping in 
and playing around with my theories.

What is your take on theatre in Christchurch 
post-earthquake, and is there anything us 
Wellingtonians could learn from it? 
Theatre in Christchurch post quake is rocking 
out! Scared Scriptless, which is the Christchurch 
improv show, and The Court Theatre’s 
productions have been selling out, with sales 
all above 75 per cent for every show this year. 
I think you can learn about a theatre group 
by knowing who their audience is and seeing 
what they want and what they might like. So 
mostly us artists looking into that, and thinking 
a bit more businessy.

Final comments? 
Ah, go see fun shows that make your life more 
interesting!

J O N AT H A N  P R I C E  ( T H E AT R E  E D I TO R )

INTERVIEW WITH DAN PENGELLY

WHAT’S ON? 
ABOUT TOWN

BATS
Puppet Fiction Returns
The hit of the 2012 Fringe Festival returns with new 
puppets, new scenes and a whole lot more strings. A 
scene on the hour, every hour, from 7pm. Puppets 
doing Tarantino, at koha price. What’s not to like?
Runs 25 to 28 July, 7, 8 and 9pm. Tickets: Koha

CIRCA
Spector - with the BeatGirls
Written and directed by Andrea Sanders
“A musical tribute to one of pop’s legendary 
producers.” I’ve heard you don’t have to be from the 
sixties to enjoy this musical biography of the man who 
brought us countless retro classics. Circa does $25 
tickets for under 25s, too. 
Runs to 28 July, Tues and Wed 6.30pm, Thur to Sat 8pm, 
and Sun 2pm. Tickets: $46/$38/$25 for <25

DOWNSTAGE
Magnolia Street
Written by Dave Armstrong, Directed by Frank 
Newman
Capital E brings children’s theatre to Downstage using 
puppetry, shadow play and projection. Something tells 
me you don’t have to be at primary school to enjoy 
this one. 
21 to 28 July, 6pm with sign language performance 10am, 
25 July. Tickets: $12

VIC UNIVERSITY STUDIO 77  
(77 Fairlie Terrace)

On The Edge Season Two
Victoria Theatre Honours Students’ Directing season.
See the second half of the Honours students’ directing 
showcase and support our future theatre practitioners. 
Featuring one act plays from Jamie McCaskill, Miria 
George and Christopher Durang. 
25 to 28 July, 7.30pm. Bookings through theatre@vuw.
ac.nz

◒ t h e a t r e  ◓



Salient: Hi.
Grant: Hi.
Salient: What is your favourite 
novel?
Grant: Owls Do Cry, by Janet 
Frame. It is a deep insight into 
human frailty. Good book.
Salient: Did you have a job while 
studying at university?
Grant: I did. I was a fruit and 
vege guy at a supermarket. It 
was a job that I did Thursday 
and Friday nights, but also 
Saturdays and Sundays and so I was 
invariably reasonably hungover. 
But if you want your cauliflower 
trimmed, I’m your man!
Salient: Perhaps a career for you 
after Parliament?
Grant: You’ve always got to have 
options.
Salient: What was your favourite 
beverage at university?
Grant: (laughs evasively) …Coffee. 
Salient: Were RTDs a thing in your 
day?
Grant: No. They are not really to 
my taste. We made our own RTDs 
back in the day. Yeah…
Salient: How do you take your 
coffee?
Grant: Black.
Salient: Long or short?
Grant: Long. And no sugar.

Salient: Do human beings possess 
free will?
Grant: Yes. 
Salient: Controversial! Music 
time. Justin Bieber’s ‘Boyfriend’ 
or Carly Rae Jepsen’s ‘Call Me 
Maybe’?
Grant: Oh god… I prefer neither.
Salient: What music are you 
jamming to currently then, Grant?
Grant: I’ve just purchased  an 
album by a band called The 
Shifting Sands who are from 
Dunedin. It’s a really interesting 
sound, kinda harking back to my 
Dunedin days.
Salient: Ah yes, Dunedin sounds. 
Will you be buying shares in the 
soon to be partially-privatised 
state-owned assets?
Grant: No. I cannot guarantee that 
the Kiwisaver funds I’m a member 
of won’t choose to do that. I 
personally rule it out though. 
Salient: Not a fan of Solid 
Energy, then?
Grant: I don’t think Solid Energy 
is a long term industry.
Salient: Is it time to reform NZ’s 
drug law?
Grant: Yes. And there’s an 
excellent report by the Law 
Commission that the Government 
has picked up some small parts of 
recently—the party pills stuff—but 
there’s definitely some room for 

improvement.
Salient: What do you think is the 
better route as regards cannabis: 
decriminalisation or legalisation?
Grant: I favour a form of 
partial decriminalisation, which 
essentially means that possession 
of small amounts is not in any way 
an offence, but supply still is. 
Salient: What colour are you 
thinking of for your next suit: 
Beige or teal?
Grant: Ohhhh! What does the 
combination of beige and teal look 
like?
Salient: Horrific.
Grant: If I had to choose between 
the two, I’d be in beige. Because 
of, you know, cricket. I don’t 
look that good in beige though. 
Salient: Can you confirm the 
rumours: is there a Parliamentary 
fight club?
Grant: (laughs) Just Trevor 
Mallard and Tau Henare. 
Salient: Do you still keep in 
touch with Aunty Helen?
Grant: I occasionally do. On a 
range of topics.
Salient: When will Grant Robertson 
be Prime Minister of New Zealand?
Grant: Oh, I can’t answer that… No 
time soon.
Salient: Damn it. 

S a l i e n t  s i t s  d o w n  f o r  a  n a t t e r  w i t h  y o u r  M P  f o r  We l l i n g t o n  C e n t r a l ,  G r a n t  ‘ G - R u z z ’  R o b e r t s o n

10 QUESTIONS WITH GRANT
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I hope you all had a great first week back and 
are now settling back into University life. Last 
week, amongst trying to find you new lecture 
rooms and buying textbooks, you would have 
received an email from the University asking 
you to participate in a survey on the 2013 
Student Services Levy. 

The Student Services Levy is a compulsory 
levy that all students studying at Victoria have 
to pay. It covers a wide range of services 
including Student Health, Counselling, Vic 
Careers and the Recreation Centre, just to 
name a few. This year, funds from the Student 
Services Levy have also funded, or help 
to fund, many of the services provided by 
VUWSA such as Salient, the Food Bank and 
clubs support.

The Levy is reviewed annual and adjusted 
as necessary to ensure that services are 
appropriately funded. An important part 
of this review is consulting with students. 
According to a Ministerial Directive, which 
was announced last year, all institutions must 
consult with students regarding the setting 
of the Student Services Levy. While some 
institutions such as Vic had been consulting 
with students previous to this announcement, 
it highlights how important student input is in 
deciding the provision of services available to 

students while they are studying.

VUWSA has been helping to ensure that 
students have a strong say on the SSL through 
membership on ACSSL, the committee that 
recommends to the Vice Chancellor the level 
at which the Levy should be set. ACSSL is also 
responsible for running the student review of 
the Levy and reviewing the services currently 
funded, either in whole or in part, by the Levy. 

To help provide students with more 
information about the sorts of services and 
activities the Levy funds, and to provide 
information about current and future costs, 
ACSSL has put together two documents to 
help inform your feedback for the 2013 Levy 
Survey.

The 2012/2013 Plan provides a breakdown 
of where the SSL has been spent in 2012 
and provides a broad outline of what services 
have been provided for with this money. 
The 2013 Consultation document provides 
some detailed information surround costs 
and increases expected for 2013, to help you 
make a more informed opinion when offering 
feedback on the Levy.  

All feedback is due by the 31st July—so make 
sure you check your email inbox to find 
links to the above documents and the online 
survey. It’s your money, so it’s important that 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

you have your say!

Finally, after several months of work 
the Governance Review Working Party 
will be presenting their final report and 
recommendations to the VUWSA Executive 
this week for acceptance and to be put on 
the agenda on the VUWSA Annual General 
Meeting, which will be held at the end of next 
month.

The Working Party has looked at all areas 
of the VUWSA Governance Structure and 
has provided a series of recommendations 
aimed at strengthening VUWSA’s governance 
structures and empowering members and 
students. The recommendations will include 
some substantial changes, in particular to the 
VUWSA Executive composition, so make sure 
you have a look at the Final Report and if you 
have any questions you will be able to chat 
with the Governance Review Working Party at 
one of their review forums (see next week's 
column for more details). 

The Report will be available to members and 
students early next week from the VUWSA 
Kelburn Office and you will also be able to 
download it from the VUWSA website.

All the best for the week and I hope to see 
you at some of the awesome Pride Week 
events that UniQ have organised. 

B R I D I E  H O O D
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Holla, underlings.

I’m kidding. Seriously, I consider you all my 
equals. And even if ‘Vice-President’ makes me 
sound authoritative, I’m a pretty short and 
unimposing guy so it all balances out quite 
nicely anyway.

Like any self-respecting (ha) elected official, 
I’m a big fan of motions—especially the act 
of going through them. So it’s with a strong 
sense of self-evident apathy that I welcome 
you all dearly back to Victoria University of 
Wellington for yet another trimester. Are you 
delighted to be back and studying? Neither.

One thing, of course, is exempt from 
my general distaste at being back in this 
Lovecraftean hell: student representation. It 
quells my discomfort. It stirs my loins. It tugs 
my heart strings, etc. Stop me if you’ve heard 
this one before. 

Some things just do not change, and true 
enough to form, the new trimester offers 
up new opportunities for representation. 
Be honest: did your lecturer snigger with 
contempt whilst electing your Class Rep for 
this trimester? Because if so, give me their 
name, address, and IRD number and I’ll 
puncture them. That was a joke.

Actually, that culture is slowly changing at 
Victoria. Lecturers are realising, progressively, 
the value of Class Reps. There’s less sniggering 
and mockery when it comes to selecting or 

TAMA TUTAMA ORA, TAMA NOHO 
TAMA MATE.

I ngā āhua o te wā, ka mihi ki a koutou ngā 
tauira o Te Whare Wānanga o Te Ūpoko 
o Te Ika a Māui. 
Ko te kaupapa nui i tēnei wiki, ko Te Wiki 
o Te Reo Māori. He nui ngā kaupapa e 
whakanui i tēnei wiki whakahirahira. Kua 
whakahaeretia ētahi kaupapa e ngā tari 
Māori o Wikitōria, e Te Taura Whiri i Te 
Reo Māori, e te hapori hoki. Kimihia ngā 
mahi pai māu hei kai mā te hinengaro, hei 
kai mā te wairua!
I ngā wā o mua, i whakaputa a Ngāi Tauira 
i te puka, Te Ao Mārama, hei tautoko i te 
kaupapa arā tō tātou reo rangatira. Engari, 
ka puta taua pānui ā te 6 o Ākuhata. Nō 
reira kia tiro atu ki taua puka mā ngā tauira 
Māori e whakahaere.
Ka huri ki tētahi atu take o te wā, e kīa nei 
ko Te Wānanga Tauira. I te 1 o Hanuere, 
i whakamanahia te ture Freedom of 
Association Act (e rangona whānuitia e 
tātou, ko VSM). Ko te āhua o tēnei ture, 
e kore e whakaaetia kia herea ngā tauira ki 
tētahi rōpū e te whare wānanga, i a rātou 
e uru mai nei ki te kura. I tēnei whakaaro, 
kāore tētahi rōpū e whai mana hei māngai 
mō ngā tauira katoa. Nō reira, nā te Whare 
Wānanga i whakatū te whakaaro nei, ko 
Te Wānanga Tauira. He huihuinga tēnei 
kia whakawhiti whakaaro, kia wānangahia 
ngā take tauira, kātahi ka takotoria i te 
kaunihera o te Whare Wānanga. 
E whā ngā tūranga Māori i tēnei poari. 
Ki a Ngāi Tauira, ka whai mana tātou kia 
mau i ngā tūru e toru hei māngai mō ngā 
tauira Māori, kei mate tātou i te hunga 
kuare. I te āhua o te kī, tukuna te reo kia 
tauira, tukuna te reo kia pono, tukuna te 
reo kia Māori. Ko Ngāi Tauira e kawe nei i 
te reo o te tauira Māori.
I te ahiahi pō o tēnei Tūrei, ka tū te hui 
tuatahi. Ka whai wā ngā tauira katoa ki 
te kōrero ki ngā hui o te poari, takoto ai 
ngā take. Nā, anei te karanga ki a koutou, 
kia haere mai. Mehemea, kāore e taea e 
koe te haere ki te hui, engari he take tāu, 
whākina mai ki Te Kōmiti Whakahaere o 
Ngāi Tauira, mā mātou e kawe atu. Ki te 
whai koe i ētahi atu whakaaro, kōrero ki te 
Tumuaki, māna e whakamārama.

electing someone, and more warm words.

I’ll share what is perhaps a compromising 
admission (yes, it’s not always been flowers, 
sunshine and short man syndrome with me): 
when I ran for election to VUWSA, I was 
remotely cynical of the Class Rep system. I’d 
never been a Class Rep myself, and just hadn’t 
been convinced of the system.

Indeed, being ‘behind the scenes’—privy to all 
the consistently good work Class Reps do—
has changed my opinion for the better.  Cynics 
may point out that I get paid for my job, but 
stuff them—I genuinely value the role of Class 
Reps. Class Reps are to me what Scientology is 
to Tom Cruise (the comparison is apt, height-
wise). They’re the reason my wife left me. 
They’re what I want to indoctrinate my child 
with.

But the great tragedy of the Class Rep system 
is that so much of the awesome input reps 
have is invisible to the everyday student. They 
form the basis of our programme review 
submissions. We go direct to them to verify 
complaints we receive. We rely on them to 
direct other students our way.

If your class hasn’t elected a rep so far, try 
it out. We even incentivise the role: you 
receive catered training, a signed certificate, a 
testimonial if you request one, and you can go 
up for a Class Rep $cholar$hip at the end of 
Trimester. Glorious.

VICE

PRESIDENT
(ACADEMIC)

J O S H  W R I G H T

B A N G !
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and making things worse in the long run. 

REDUCE STRESS AND DEVELOP RESILIENCE 
Student life presents some real challenges. 
Learn how to change, eliminate or manage 
stresses. Be more resourceful and maintain a 
realistic, positive attitude. 

PRESENTING YOURSELF CONFIDENTLY
Uncomfortable or nervous at the thought of 
speaking in front of others? Face those fears, 
and build strategies and skills to face them 
confidently in social settings and presentations. 

DEVELOPING SELF CONFIDENCE AND ASSERTIVENESS
Learn effective communication skills and 
feel confident getting your point across in 
academic and social settings. Say what you 
want to say in a way that others will listen to 
you.

BODYSENSE
A course for women teaching both the 
science and the art of nourishing your body. 

Welcome to Trimester Two! To remind you, 
the Student Counselling Service offers a range 
of services including one on one counselling 
and daily ‘brief’ appointments if you have a 
quick question and need to know where to 
go next. Our Education Groups cover helpful 
topics and teach useful skills that will help you 
both at University and throughout life. 

WEEKLY MEDIATION
Meditation helps people meet life’s challenges 
with ease and clarity. Experience a range 
of meditation techniques. Contact Kelburn 
Recreation Centre on 04 463 6614.

RELAX AND FOCUS
Learn effective techniques to promote clear 
thinking, clarity of concentration and focus 
whilst remaining in a state of active relaxation 
under the pressure of academic life. 

STOP PROCRASTINATING AND GET MOTIVATED 
Develop ways to get the job done rather than 
procrastinating, striving too hard for perfection 

Queerdoes, gaywads, gender-benders, homos 
and heteros, may I have your attention... 
ZOMFG, you guys! It’s Pride Week! We’ve 
worked really hard to bring you our most jam-
packed festival yet, so make sure you check 
it out.

Also, we hope you’re enjoying your 
Queerlient issue. As always, Jonathan Goode 
and myself thoroughly enjoyed subediting the 
excellent, community sourced content that’s 
been squished into this week’s Salient. 

As for Queer Officer stuff, Queer Mentoring 
is going swimmingly. I am pleased to report 
that a record number of young gay, trans* 
and questioning youth have used this service 
and that two great Head Mentors have been 

Next up, Queering Our Campuses is a 
program that aims to extend the UniQ’s 
sense of community to all campuses through 
the election of Campus Delegates who’ll 
get to run little baby UniQs on Aro, Pipitea 
and Karori campuses. They’re being elected 
in trimester two, week four at the AGM, so 
come along if you think you’ve got the chops.

The UniSex Bathroom Campus Map will show 
students where the UniSex Bathrooms are, 
aiming to make life on campus a little easier 
for students that may not fit neatly within a 
gender binary. These maps will be uploaded to 
the website soon. Thanks to Campus Service 
for their support. 

Finally, last trimester I dove right out of my 
comfort zone and made UniQ a website. 
Uniqvictoria.co.nz serves as a communication 
platform for the group and as a great way 
of advertising the excellent and multifaceted 
work of the UniQ Exec. I was privileged 
enough to be able to work with some very 
talented, creative people on this project; web 
designer Matthew Taine and artist Yvette 
Velvin.  
So, I’ve had heaps of fun, and continue to be 
inspired and  passionate about my work with 
VUWSA, UniQ and the gay community at 
large. Bring on trimester two, week four, baby. 

elected—Tasmin Pritchard and Jett Ranchhod. 

Safer Spaces Sessions are starting soon! Sign 
up for a session at queer.officer@vuw.ac.nz. This 
LGBT education programme aims to raise 
awareness about topics and problems relating 
to queer youth. It encourages its participants 
to reflect their support of queer students by 
displaying a safer space sticker in their area of 
work or study, thus creating a visual network 
of acceptance around campus. I’m also really 
excited about allowing this project to be 
‘created’ by its participants by continually 
incorporating the stories and knowledge of 
those who participate into the manual. After 
all, no single person or group can possibly 
define what is conclusively and absolutely a 
‘safe space’ for everyone.

Learn how food can improve your academic 
performance, energy and mood, and why 
dieting and restricting causes many eating 
dilemmas. 

THE GOOD SLEEP GROUP
A two session group integrating the science 
behind sleep and outlining proven strategies 
to improve your sleep and reduce the adverse 
impact of sleeping difficulties. Referral required 
via Student Counselling/Student Health 
Counsellor, GP, or nurse.  

SOLUTIONS: KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, ACTION
A single session group for students who are 
interested in change, seeking answers for 
life challenges, feeling somewhat anxious or 
depressed, experiencing relationship problems, 
or having difficulties adjusting to Uni life. 

NEW: MINDSPACE
Student-initiated and run peer support 
group to help you cope with a loved one’s 
mental illness or addiction. Peer support, 
empowerment, understanding, strategies and 
education about mental illness and your own 
wellbeing. 

Fortnightly, Student Union Meeting Room 
SUB219, 12-1pm Wednesday 25th July 
onwards.

To enrol in a group or find out more, contact 
Student Counselling Service, Level 1, Student 

Union Building, 04 463 5310 or email 
counselling-service@vuw.ac.nz

STUDENT COUNSELLING

FREE EDUCATION GROUPS 

G E N  F O W L E R

PRIDE WEEK



S A L I E N T  ◱ ◒ ▲

c o l u m n s ▲ 3 9

The colour blue is one that fits into our lives in 
a variety of ways. While many remain resistant 
to its inclusion on design palettes, what cannot 
be disputed is its status as a primary colour. 
Not only is blue featured in the ubiquitous 
rainbow, it is also the commonly described 
colour of the sky and cleaner parts of the 
ocean. Blue has been adopted as the colour 
of various sports teams, and even the name 
of the Auckland Super Rugby franchise and 
the New South Wales State of Origin team. 

COLOUR
O F  T H E

WEEK

In addition, many buttons and logos for 
popular computer programs and graphical 
user interfaces are designed to be blue, though 
this can be modified. The classical colour of 
jeans is blue, though again, this is not a strictly 
enforced trend. On a darker note, ‘blue’ as 
a noun can be used to refer to a mistake, or 
‘the blues’ as feelings of sadness or the related 
musical genre. In summation, blue is a versatile 
colour whose value cannot be ignored.

If you have issues or concerns that you wish to discuss privately 
and confidentially with a professional, rather than a magazine 

columnist, Student Counselling Service can provide a safe place 
to explore such aspects of your life. The service is free and 

confidential. Phone 04 463 5310. Email counselling-service@vuw.
ac.nz. Visit Mauri Ora, Level 1, Student Union Building. 

Hello Roxy, I’m a third year gay history student 
with a question:  is it unreasonable for my 
boyfriend to say no to fisting? 

Fistor or fistee? 
<3 Roxy.

Fistor..? I want to fist him. My last boyfriend got 
me into it and it’s just so intimate and hot! My 
new boyfriend seems experienced and is totally 
cool with bottoming, but he’s just outright said no 
whenever I’ve asked for this. Is that fair?

For the uninitiated, fisting is pretty 
much what it says on the tin: the 
sticking of the fist (or, for more 
expert practitioners, the forearm) 
into another person’s anus or vagina. 
The experience is said to be very 
intense, and extremely sensual. It is 
also, to use the understatement of 
the year, not for everyone. 

That your boyfriend doesn’t seem 
keen shouldn’t really surprise you. 
Fisting is pretty out there, and 
carries a natural nervousness factor, since it 
involves, you know, sticking a fist in your ass. 
Of course, done properly, it is totally safe, 
since the anus can naturally stretch that large 
(for evolutionary reasons that elude Roxy), 
although the process will take an awful lot of 
lube, and the better part of an afternoon. 

Of course, it’s your boyfriend’s call about what 
goes into his ass. From Roxy’s perspective, 
fisting doesn’t seem that much more extreme 

than many normal anal shenanigans, and if 
you’re in for a penny, you might as well be in 
for a pound (of fist). So yeah, it does seem 
a little unfair for your boyfriend to not even 
try it.

Still, he might have really good reasons not 
to do it (traumatic past experiences, for 
example): it’s probably a good to have a chat 
about it with him. It might even turn out that 

he didn’t realise you wanted it so 
much.

Of course if you really, really want 
to do this and you can’t take no for 
an answer, you will need to think 
about whether the closure of his anus 
means the closing of the relationship. 
That’s your call.  
<3, Roxy.

Roxy, I have a problem. The other day I 
was bored, so I decided to check if my 
flatmate has any porn on his computer 
(I know, it sounds weird, but I was really 
curious about what he looks at!). Now, I 

did find some porn, and it was all pretty normal, 
except he had a folder filled with gay porn! The 
problem is, he has a girlfriend!!! What do I do 
Roxy?! I am having a total freak out. What if he’s 
cheating on her or something?!

First things first: You’re a bitch.

Call me old-fashioned, but your flatmate 
probably feels he has a certain expectation 
of privacy when it comes to his laptop. I 

rather doubt he would have appreciated you 
snooping around, perhaps because he—to 
use a wild example—had a secret stash of gay 
porn he didn’t want his housemates to know 
about. Privacy is important, and everyone has 
secrets they have a right to hide. Breaching 
that privacy because you are “bored” (I 
shudder to imagine what you do when you 
feel like hurting someone) is basically an uber-
dick move.

Unfortunately then, what do you do? Nothing 
seems like a pretty good option. You have no 
obligation, let alone a right, to tell his girlfriend: 
gay porn isn’t going to kill her any time soon. 
It may be he’s just bi (shock!) or even straight 
and just happens to like it, for whatever 
reason. If you find evidence that he is secretly 
sucking cock at Emperor’s Bathhouse, then 
you probably have a case to intervene, but the 
general rule is not to unnecessarily stick your 
nose in other people’s business. 

If you just have to tell someone however, tell 
your flatmate. Although be aware that his 
reaction may depend on whether you are a 
signatory to the lease.  
<3, Roxy.

“Fisting 
is pretty 
out there, 
and carries 
a natural 
nervousness 
factor, 
since it 
involves, 
you know, 
sticking 
a fist in 
your ass.”

C A R L O  S A L I Z Z O

BLUE

(USE YOUR IMAGINATION)
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“Only boring people get bored.”—People 
who feel the need to fill their lives with 
needless noise and movement to distract 
themselves from the echoing, desperate 
sadness inside themselves.

Everything is overwhelming. Sometimes it just 
seems that you’re overcommitted, but then 
you think of the days where you only have 
one or two things to do. Those days can be 
just as bad. Going to the post office before it 
closes can be equally as arduous as spewing 
out a 3,500-word essay the day after it was 
due. Life feels like it’s full of blocks. Invisible 
walls stopping you from just getting everything 
done.

It’s that really distinct feeling that, as far as I 
can tell, doesn’t have a name. That one that 
almost always leads into procrastination or 
fear but isn’t either of those things. That direct 

facing down of a task knowing that you have 
to do it, can do it, should do it, have the time 
to do it, but you don’t. There is no reason not 
to. You just don’t. It’s this odd paralysis, the 
eerie status. You know it, right? I can be about 
something as small as brushing your teeth 
or as big as major shifts in lifestyle or proper 
important deadlines. The feeling doesn’t 
change with the scale of the task.

It is so easy to say ‘well, just do it.’ You know 
you need to move, so go. Just go. People 
will tell you these things, how you need to 
just bite the bullet and get on with it. They 
don’t understand just how bad, how hard it is. 
This goes beyond something that can be Just 
Done. This is something that is... Well, it’s this 
sentence right here. I was going really well on 
this column, kinda powering through it and 
then I hit ‘Just Done’ and then—Nothing. I just 
sat there. Well, here. And stared at the 279 

words I already had—Almost halfway! Halfway 
to the cigarette of victory!—and thought about 
how I should really write some more.

I thought really hard about how I should 
finish it. How if I knock this off quick smart 
then I’ll have a free hour to go buy some 
new shoes. (I need new shoes, I do not want 
them.) I listened to the hideous tinny sound 
system of the backpackers I’m sitting in—long, 
boring story—play fuzzy mid-career Bob 
Dylan drowning out the chippy chit-chat of 
a cluster of under-20 Irish wankers talking 
about women they’ve degraded and I thought 
about how the movie of Cowboy Bebop would 
have been much better if the English version 
had kept the Japanese subtitle; Knock Knock 
Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door and that made 
me think about all the things I won’t achieve 
before I die and that made me think about 
how I should really really really write the next 
sentence of this column.

But I still didn’t. I knew I should. I knew what 
I was going to say. I knew how I was going 
to say it but... I just couldn’t. I considered 
going away and coming back to it but I knew 
not finishing would poison everything until it 
was done. And still I just sat. The blink of the 
cursor in Open Office mocking me. Blink blink 
blink. Should should should. Can’t can’t can’t. 
Blink blink blink. So, do you know what I did? 
I didn’t ‘Just Do It’. I strained and gurned and 
wasted more time. The hour of lovely free 
time I would have had disappeared and fearing 
having nothing to show for it I added the ‘This 
is something that is...’ Thinking that would 
be good enough to inspire me the next day 
when I came back to it to finish it. But then 
the rest just started to follow. And you got the 
previous few paragraphs of bland meta-textual 
overly-autobiographical dribble that stands as a 
platonic ideal of the abundant lows of student 
journalism. Sorry about that.

It’s not about Just Doing It. It’s about getting all 
the Not Doing out of your system first. Life is 
a practice, doing is a practice so the opposite 
of that must be one too. Don’t feel guilty for 
not doing something, just wait for yourself to 
be ready. Boredom is good, don’t ruin it with 
stress.

P
H

O
E

B
E

 M
O

R
R

IS
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WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU CAN’T DO 
ANYTHING
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EAT YOUR FUCKING GREENS
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U D AYA N  M U K H E R J E E

Jean was born on 10th June 1797 in Pleuville, 
France.  He immigrated to New Zealand 
at the ripe age of 45, and worked here in 
raucous port town Kororareka as a printer for 
the Marist Catholic Mission (bleak).

Jean, what brings you to New Zealand, and 
how was your voyage? 
I had heard of the plight of the noble savages 
and their need of spiritual enlightenment. It 
was a calling that saved me from my crazy 
ex-wife. The seas were like mountains and my 
stomach in valleys! We were at sea nigh on 
sixty days, not one of them without incident! 
[French prone to hyperbole.]

What were your first impressions of our fair 
capital, Kororareka? Any trouble with the 
locals? 
The locals have been quite accommodating 
and are keen to trade; the whalers and sealers 
however have not taken well to our goal 
here. They distract the Maori with grog and 
gambling. Pokies and piss!

How is the preaching going? 
Swimmingly! The locals gag my sermons and 
have largely abandoned their heathen deities. 
Pretty classic.

This has been called the land of milk and 
honey, better than Pleuville? 
Jesus, it’s been great! Last Friday’s saloon party 
went off. Although Hone Heke turned up 
toward the end, which was more awkward 
than a police raid in the Ureweras...

We all know Kororareka is a bit loose, been 
hitting up the local variety? 
 You know it. It’s a real treat after all my work 
in the field.

A lot of missionaries think the local tribes have 
been getting a hard time from the whalers and 
sealers – truth? 
Not overly, although the sailors do make for 
wily merchants... 

Thoughts on flag-feller, Hone Heke? 
I think he gets a bad rep amongst the Brits and 
their supporters—he’ll probably go down in 
history as a loose cannon.

Hone Heke told his warriors not to attack the 
French Mission. Were you hiding out at HQ 
during the Flagstaff War? 
Oui oui! I was in the cellar with my dear friend 
the Bishop, cosying up with the whiskey and 
reciting psalms.

The papers seemed to predict a showdown 
between Heke (plus his gaggle) and the Brits. 
Were you surprised that the British gapped? 
Not one bit, it’s typical for them to up and 
leave when they fuck up.

How noisy was it outside when the lads went 
ransacking? 
No louder than the standard hullabaloo of this 
lawless frontier town. The Bishop and I were 
quite content in our studies.

European law hasn’t exactly taken off here, is it 
a good time residing here?  
As a bachelor, I’m enjoying every minute, but 
sometimes things do get out of control.

How do you see the future of Maori-Pakeha 
relations? Have the French got a look in?  
Unlikely. It’s hard to imagine peace will last, 
especially following the discontent Treaty 
terms have brought. It’s a shame Napoleon 
wasn’t here to lock the place down, now I’ve 
had to learn Anglais (Jean winces dramatically).

R.I .P Jean

We all think that saving lives is good. But we 
also tend to think that we shouldn’t sacrifice 
a life in order to do so. This basic tension lies 
at the heart of the modern terrorist- thriller 
and has been exploited everywhere from Air 
Force One to 24. Jack Bauer gets our twisted 
respect just because he isn’t afraid to sacrifice 
lives for the greater good. But most of us don’t 
have his conviction, and that is comforting. But 
don’t be so sure.

A scenario known as the Trolley Problem 
has been confounding philosopher and mind 
scientists for decades on just this sort of 
problem. A train is hurtling down a track 

towards five people who have been tied to a 
track by some dastardly mustached villain. All 
five will die unless something stops the train in 
its tracks. You are on an overbridge watching 
this all unfold and you have two options. You 
can switch the train over to a side-track using 
the conveniently placed lever at your side. 
But in this case you see that there is someone 
loitering on the side-track who will be taken 
out by the train. If this worries you, then luckily 
there is an obese fellow on the bridge with 
you, and you can push him down onto the 
tracks knowing that he’ll stop the train. Both 
situations are equivalent: you will save 5 lives 
at the cost of 1. What would you do?

Most people surveyed on this hypothetical 
choose the former track-switching option, and 
justify themselves by saying that they didn’t 
intend to sacrifice a life in that version, and it 
is just bad luck that the sidetrack is populated. 
But really what is the difference? In both 
cases we foresee a death and think that it is 
justified by the good it’ll bring about. The only 
difference is that we can’t make excuses about 
the cold execution of the obese man. Jack 
Bauer wouldn’t make excuses though. We are 
more like him than we imagine, perhaps we 
should act like it.

R O S E  B U R R O W S  &  M AT T  W H I T E

JEAN FRANÇOIS YVERT
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I could happily survive on a diet of soup. Soup 
is one of the easiest meals to throw together 
in a hurry and improvisation is fairly simple 
when you are missing an ingredient or two. 
This recipe is my favourite. It’s also tasty with 
some shredded spinach for a bit of greenery, 
or some chicken or chorizo for you omnivores 
out there.

What you need…
 ▴ 1 tbsp. oil
 ▴ 1 onion
 ▴ 1 carrot
 ▴ 1 piece of garlic
 ▴ 1 chilli (optional)
 ▴ ½ tsp. turmeric
 ▴ ½ tsp. cumin
 ▴ 1 tbsp. curry powder
 ▴ 1 can chickpeas
 ▴ 1 can chopped tomatoes
 ▴  ½-1 cup of stock (any kind will do) – use more 

or less depending on what consistency you like 
your soup to be

The famous South African comedian Peter de 
Villiers once said that the haka lost its meaning 
through both commercialisation and overuse.

I hate to admit it, but he has a point.

Maybe I’m jumping to his defence because I’m 
such a funny comedian myself, and we in this 
close fraternity like to help each other out.

But while watching the All Blacks or the Kiwis, 
it’s always moving to see them perform the 
haka before games.

Besides breaking out into spontaneous 
renditions of “We’ve Got the World Cup In 
Our Hands,” there’s nothing that makes me 
prouder to call myself a New Zealander like 
those guys.

The passion they have is legendary the world 
over. The All Blacks’ iconography is the silver 
fern, the haka and the fact that they strive to 
win more than they want their next breath or 
a cold beer (Zac Guildford excepted). Those 
things don’t stand alone.

Sports isn’t the only haven for patriotic 
expression. Where else in the world can 
you be greeted with a wardance? Or have a 
person honoured at their funeral with one?

By contrast, I remember watching the Tall 
Blacks open their Basketball World Champs 
fixture against Lithuania with a haka. Honestly, 
it was really rather disappointing.

They knew what to do, but even with Pero 
“the hero” Cameron leading it, it didn’t look 
that inspired.

The (American) commentator then 
commended how fearsome the whole thing 
was, which left me wondering what he’d be 
saying if Isaac Luke or Piri Weepu had been 
the leader.

Maybe the whole thing’s just circumstantial. 
Their squeaky shoes won’t have added any 
respectability.

Even worse, at the World Cup (I mentioned 
the World Cup: consume) we saw people 
doing the haka for any or no reason at all. Mr 
de Villiers had a point.

Lastly, a fun fact: if you’re a skinny white boy 
and you do a haka overseas, the government 
labels you a “National Shame”. You go on a 
database and they make it hard to get back 
into the country. True story, you can check up 
on that one.

How to make…

Heat the oil in a medium sized pot. Finely dice 
the onion, carrot, garlic and chilli and add to 
the heated oil. Sauté on a medium heat until 
the onions soften (about 3 minutes) then add 
turmeric, cumin and curry powder. Continue 
to sauté for a further minute or two in order 
to heat the spices and make them nice and 
fragrant, doing this will make them taste a 
whole lot better. Add chickpeas, tomatoes 
and stock, bring to the boil and simmer for 
approximately 20-30minutes until the carrots 
are tender. Salt and pepper to taste and enjoy 
with some toasted bread.

S T E P H E N  G I L L A M

THE DIMINISHING RETURNS OF THE HAKA

H AY L E Y  A D A M S

SPICY CARROT, CHICKPEA 
& TOMATO SOUP

Lovin' From 

The Oven

Lovin' From 

The Oven
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STUDENT EXCHANGE
VIC OE – VIC STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

Why not study overseas as part of your degree?!
Earn Vic credit, get Studylink & grants, explore the 
world!
Weekly seminars on Wednesdays, Level 2, Easterfield 
Building, 12.55pm - 1.05pm
Email: VicOE@vuw.ac.nz
Website: http://victoria.ac.nz/exchange
Visit us: Level 2, Easterfield Building
Drop-in hours: Mon & Tues 9-12, Wed-Fri 10-12

RECRUITMENT
2012/13 INTERNSHIPS AND GRADUATE JOBS!

CareerHub
CAREERHUB.VICTORIA.AC.NZ

Get your CV ready—attend workshops, CV 
checks…

Applications closing SOON: 

Career Events - book on CareerHub:

Full details on CareerHub http://careerhub.
victoria.ac.nz

ORGANISATIONS CLOSING DATE

Unilever 23-Jul

Fairfax Media, Shell Todd Oil 
Services

25-Jul

Macquarie Group 26-Jul

AFT Pharmaceuticals 30-Jul

Anderson Creagh Lai, 
InterContinental Hotels Group, 
Alltech NZ

31-Jul

Auckland Council 6-Aug

MEA Mobile 1-Aug

EMPLOYER PRESENTATION DATE

CPA Australia (Big Break 
Project)

23-Jul

Cookie Time Info Day 24-Jul

Summer Research Scholarship 
(Australian National University)

25-Jul

ACCA 1-Aug

CAREERS EXPO DATE

Science Careers Expo 9-Aug

Faculty of Commerce & 
Administration: Post-
experience Careers Expo

4-Sep

CAREERS IN FOCUS SEMINAR DATE

Tourism 15-Aug

FHSS 18-Sep

VUW FILM SOCIETY
Man we’re so nice to you guys, giving you a double 
feature and everything. This week Film Society brings 
you a Studio Ghibli double feature! Isao Takahata’s 
Grave of The Fireflies and My Neighbours The 
Yamadas. Screening this Thursday in the Memorial 
theatre in the student union building at 6:30pm sharp. 
Casual members $2 or $10 to become a member for 
the rest of the year.

SPEAKER EVENT
VICIDS SPEAKER EVENT

Pirates, coastguards and war ships at the Horn 
of Africa

Monday, 5.15pm, CO304
Ten Somali are currently on trial for ‘piracy’ in 
Germany. Why is Europe’s richest nation trying people 
from one of the poorest countries? Who are the 
real pirates? Annemarie Thorby and her partner will 
present observations of a trial in Germany and an 
overview of the campaigns around the Horn of Africa.  
Next Monday, 30 July, VicIDS is hosting a DVD 
screening of ‘The Devil Operation’, a documentary 
about the exploitation of Peruvians by mining 
companies.

WORLD FILM SHOWCASE
World Film Showcase at the Language Learning 

Centre, Level 0, von Zedlitz Building 
24 July to 16 August

 ▴ Free admission for all Victoria students!
 ▴ No need to book, just come along!
 ▴ Every  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

between 24 July – 16 August
 ▴ Screenings start at 5 p.m. in room VZ003,  

Level  0, von Zedlitz Building
Come and enjoy some great foreign language movies 
with English subtitles –in Portuguese, Danish, Spanish, 
Italian, German, Japanese, Chinese, Korean and 
Canadian French, ranging from documentaries through 
to dramas and comedies! See publicity posters around 
campus for the detailed programme.

MID YEAR PARTY!
BREWSOC MID YEAR PARTY

$10 for people who have paid their membership
$15 for those who haven’t. 
Wednesday the 25th of July, from 7pm. 
38 Chaytor St, Northland Wellington.
Punch, Cider and Beer provided. 

$ ESSAY COMP $
New Zealand Red Cross is reigniting the debate for a 
ban on the use of nuclear weapons, educating a new 
generation on the issue and asking our government to 
continue to be a global leader.  
Kicking off the campaign is an essay competition 
for tertiary students, with $1,000 first prize up for 
grabs. Students are being asked to write up to 2,000 
words on ‘why do we need an international treaty to 
ban nuclear weapons’. Essays must demonstrate an 
understanding of international humanitarian law and 
emailed to ihl@redcross.org.nz, with entries closing 
on 27 July.

TOAST MASTER CLUB
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Offers a friendly supportive environment to improve your  
communication & leadership skills.

Would you like to:
 ▴ Improve your speaking & presentation skills?
 ▴ Get your message across more effectively?
 ▴ Develop your personal & professional  abilities?   

Club Meets:
Every Wednesday between 12noon & 1pm, Student 
Union building, Room 219
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JUST WAIT UNTIL THE NOROVIRUS 
OUTBREAK

Dearest Saynothingofworhtlient, 
This loveless fresher had a 
unique start to this trimester. I 
discovered that things can in fact 
get better, and I can slowly pull 
myself out of this deep dark abyss 
I seem to have found myself in. 
Things were going swimmingly, I 
could see the light, feel the sun 
kiss my skin and warm my heart. 
Then tragedy struck. The shitty 
Uni Internet cut out during a 
Facebook chat and I was forced to 
listen in RELI. But it got worse; I 
discovered that one of those ‘made 
bad decisions in their youth’ mature 
age students had managed to enrol 
in said RELI class. She proceeded 
to share her life experiences on the 
subject of religion.
DOES THIS MEAN THAT EACH 
SEMESTER FROM HERE WILL JUST GET 
PROGRESSIVELY WORSE? HELP ME
Wait, is it too late to abort this 
letter? 
Forever yours, 
MiKe, that angsty as fuck fresher.

BOMBS OVER FRANKDAD
Hey Franklient, 
Everybody seems to be talking 
about frank oceans’ latest album 
proclaiming it to be the greatest 
thing since my dick. Fuck off. It’s 
overhyped, mediocre and just a heap 
of steaming shit. It’s only because 
he suddenly said he’s into men that 
anyone gives a fuck. GAAAAAAAAAY! 
The albums just your standard dull 
r&b sound – nothing original. And 
then everyone’s like ‘Pyramids’ is 

like the greatest track since Kanye. 
FUCK OFF. The synth drop that all 
you hipster cunts are raving about 
is exactly the same as every synth 
drop in any club banger they play 
in Rain on Courtney. The only good 
thing in it is Andre 3000 and he’s 
been shit since he left Big Boi! So 
stop thinking Jesus just popped up 
inside your ear you hypocritical 
fanboys and learn to reaslise what 
Quality actually is. Oh wait, you 
suddenly will – the moment they 
start playing it on the Edge. Where 
are your principles???
Yours, 
Over it. 

AN OBITCHUARY
Dear Deathlient, 
THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS 
DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM 
IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE 
DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. 
THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS 
DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM 
IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. THE 
DREAM IS DEAD. THE DREAM IS DEAD. 
Condolences, 
The Dream’s next of kin. 

WE’RE VERY GLAD TO HEAR 
YOU’RE MAKING FRIENDS, DEAR.

Dear Salient, 
I fed the birds today. Fuck the 
system. 
- The Urban Ornithologist

Ed’s note: “...grab your binoculars, 
come follow me.”

DOES ENGLISH BREAKFAST MEAN 
NOTHING TO YOU, VUWSA?!

Dear VUWSA and Victoria University, 
It’s not pajamas. It’s pyjamas. 
How dare you forget your colonial 
heritage. 

Regards, 
Queen Elizabeth II

ANGRY GAY MAN ANGRY AGAYN
One thing that never fails to 
infuriate me about Salient is the 
shittiness of UniQ’s Bent column. 
Every week we get a mix of tired 
cliches, smug advice and self-
serving praise for the community 
they pretend to represent.
Their latest faux pas was to demand 
that all queer people come out 
of the closet, because otherwise 
you are “actively reinforcing the 
notion that being queer isn’t 
ok.” The arrogance inherent in 
such a statement is breathtaking; 
many people have to hide their 
sexuality due to fear of persecution 
and isolation. Are UniQ really 
advocating that people whose 
families would abandon and denigrate 
them, should come out? This isn’t 
to say that being in the closet is 
beneficial or healthy, but neither 
is it as black and white as UniQ 
claims.
In future, UniQ should be careful 
before making such sweeping 
generalisations, especially when 
they represent such a small subset 
of the gay community.
Cheers, 
Perpetually angry gay man

SHALL WE CALL IT ‘SQUIRT’?
Hey Salient, 
I was just thinking about creating a 
new children’s show for NZ youth. 
It’s called Virginia Vagina. It’s 
about a girl with a vagina for a 
face. Her best friend is Cassie 
Cuntface.
They have cute adeventures and in 
one episode, they burn a seven foot 
tall wooden idol shaped like a 
penis.
Basically, it promotes feminism and 
the idea that women are not always 
bitches.
I was wondering what you think? You 
wanna help me get this made? 
Thanks! 
Frank Ocean

SMILE AND SAY “CHEESUS!”
Dear Huge! 
That toastie was bland, and it was 
really small.
Rot in hell, 
The Holy Jihad-Muhammad

TRY GETTING A JOB IN THIS 
CLIMATE, MATE. 

Hi Salient. 
I italicised that both out of 
respect for your existence as a 

▼ l e t t e r s S  ▲

LETTER
✶  O F  T H E  ✶

WEEK

WINS TWO FREE 
COFFEES FROM 
VIC BOOKS!

Salient welcomes, encourages and thrives on 
public debate—be it serious or otherwise—
through the letters pages. Write about what 
inspires you, enrages you, makes you laugh, 
makes you cry. Send us feedback, send us 
abuse. Anything. Letters must be received 
before 5pm Tuesday, for publication the 
following week.
Letters must be no more than 250 words. 
Pseudonyms are fine, but all letters 
must include your real name, address 
and telephone number. These will not be 
printed. Please note that letters will not 
be corrected for spelling or grammar. The 
Editors reserve the right to edit, abridge 
or decline any letters without explanation.

LETTERS CAN BE SENT TO 

✉ EMAIL: letters@salient.org.nz 

✍ POSTED:Salient, c/- Victoria 
University, PO Box 600, Wellington

☞ dropped into:  the Salient office 
on the third floor of the Student 
Union Building. 

SALIENT LETTERS POLICY 2012
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publication and as an aggressive 
form of emphasis. Read it as if I am 
MAD AT YOU.
I am mad at you, SALIENT.
I hope my emphasis was clearer that 
time. I know it is hard for you to 
understand “words”  and “language” 
and the subtle nuances of “human 
social interaction”.
Get a real job, SALIENT. I am sick 
of everyone thinking what you do 
is so cute or funny or whatever. I 
am going to start my own student 
magazine and it is going to be witty 
and topical and popular (like me). I 
am going to steal all your funding.
One outz, SALIENT.
One outz.
Yours sincerely, 
YOUR WORST NIGHTMARE xx 

VIC BOOKS REDEEMED. FOR NOW. 
Dear Editor,  
It was disappointing to read such an 
ill-informed attack on the Fairtrade 
system from Duncan McLachlan in 
Salient (16th July).
If we do what Duncan suggests and 
just buy cheaper non-fair trade 
products and give to charity instead 

we just perpetuate traders sourcing 
at the lowest prices, which may 
not even cover the farmers’ cost of 
production. Nothing will change for 
farmers in the poorest countries 
accept that they become increasingly 
dependent on aid and charity from 
the rich. 
One of the unique aspects of 
Fairtrade is that farmers, as 
cooperative members are co-owners 
of the Fairtrade system. This means 
that they are involved in decision 
making from the setting of the 
international Fairtrade prices 
through to the local community 
development projects that their 
Fairtrade premiums are invested in. 
This is empowerment. Time and time 
again the farmers decide to invest 
in building classrooms and clinics, 
clean water supplies, training in 
sustainable farming techniques and 
projects to empower women.
Duncan refers to a study published 
in the Journal of Business Research 
and suggests that most of the 
premium price paid by consumers in 
cafes “goes to the seller who can 
hike up the price because it is Fair 
Trade.”  In most cases Fairtrade 
Certified coffee sold in cafes is 
competitively priced. The Fairtrade 
price for coffee beans is set at a 

rate that covers farmers’ cost of 
sustainable production. When the 
market price falls farmers have 
this safety net – when the price is 
high they receive the higher market 
price.
Duncan expresses concern that 
not enough is being done for poor 
Ethiopian coffee farmers, with more 
beans bought from Mexican farmers 
who are less poor instead. In New 
Zealand historically 3.5 times as 
many Fairtrade certified beans have 
been imported from Ethiopia than 
from Mexico. In 2010 Mexican beans 
represented approximately 10% of 
Fairtrade coffee sales in NZ.
As a system with transparency and 
openness at its core, Fairtrade 
encourages people to ask questions 
about trade and where their money 
goes. We are always happy to provide 
information in order to reassure 
people that by choosing Fairtrade 
Certified coffee growers are truly 
getting a better deal . 
Barnaby Luff 
Operations Manager 
Fairtrade ANZ
This letter has been redacted for 
length. 

▼ l e t t e r s S  ▲
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ACROSS
1. What Sky TV would be called in the US (5)
4. Like a spider in a nursery rhyme (4,5)
9. Relating to the tongue (7)
10. Continued
11. Put an object on its side (5)
13. With 26-Across, he wrote “We are all in the gutter, but some of us 
are looking at the stars” (5,5)
15. Epoch (3)
16. Not fit for public consumption (7)
18. Scarecrow, Tin Man, or gay man? (6,2,7)
21. Continued
23. Having an aroma (7)
25. Mythical bird described by Marco Polo (3)
26. See 13-Across
28. One who works with pianos (5)
29. Wyoming mountain in an Ang Lee film (9)
31. Use for one's own ends (7)
33. Police mugshot made up of other parts (9)
34. Horrible (5)

DOWN
1. Vito Russo book about portrayal of queer characters in film (9,6)
2. “____ Big Score” (Futurama film, or description of some of this 
grid's entries) (7)
3. Australian bird (3)
4. Inuit abode (5)
5. Bar in New York that was the site of some 1969 riots (9)
6. Smudge (5)
7. Condition of some car or computer purchases (5-2)
8. Crimean location of a crucial WWII conference (5)
12. Attire (5)
14. Parts of a shirt that get linked (5)
17. Sing the praises of (5)
19. Not moving (5)
20. Continued
22. Some people are intolerant of it (7)
24. Not particularly strong, as a connection (7)
25. Teacher of Judaism (5)
26. Basic crop (5)
27. Oust (5)
30. Continued
31. Give a very negative review to (3) ☞
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queer
femme
pearldiver
bear
fairies
faghag
queen
flaming
cockworshipper

analassassin
fruitcake
leatherdaddy
carpetmuncher
cocksucker
homogay
cliterati
faggot
ponsy

crossdresser
glamourkitten
bootybandit
queerbear
lesbotron
catcher
pitcher
queerburger
butch

☞    EMMA K MADDOX



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
7AM - 10AM

FLIGHT COFFEE VBC BREAKFAST WITH AIDAN, LOZZA, MIKE & SONYA
Live from Pride Week!

8AM -10AM

DJ COMPUTER 
BEEP... BEEP...

8AM -10AM

THE CHILDREN'S 
CORNER WITH 

LAUREN, FLO & GUESTS

10AM -  12PM

LATE MORN 
WITH AIDAN

10AM -  12PM

LATE MORN 
WITH STEPH

10AM -  12PM

LATE MORN 
WITH STEPH

10AM -  12PM

LATE MORN 
WITH STEPH

10AM -  12PM

LATE MORN 
WITH AIDAN

10AM -12PM

SAT BRUNCH  
10AM - 12PM

WAKE N' BAKE
WITH PEARCE & 

DUNCAN
12PM - 2PM

THE BEEF! WITH 

MATT & ALEX

12PM - 2PM

MIDDAY WITH 
RHYSFACE

12PM - 1PM

INFIDEL CASTRO 
WITH PHILIP 
MCSWEENY

12PM - 2PM

SONG FROM YOUR 
LUNCH BOX! WITH 

JORDAN & HAYLEY

12PM - 2PM

THE MIDDAY 
BUSINESS POWER 
LUNCH WITH  EMMA

12PM - 2PM

FEAT  
NEW VEEBS

MIDDAY

TOM BRINGS IT. 
INDY / FOLK / ALT

2PM - 4PM

CASEY
2PM - 4PM

LIAM & GABBY  
RADIO SHACK

1PM - 3PM

WED AFTERNOON 
WITH NINA

 2PM - 4PM

DOM'S  
RAD SHOW

2PM - 4PM

ALEX, MICHAEL 
& NICK

2PM - 4PM

DAVE & ED
2PM - 4PM

FEAT  
NEW VEEBS

4PM - 7PM

DRIVE SHOW
WITH MATT & MATT

4PM - 7PM

MONDO'S 
TUESDAY

4PM - 7PM

LOUI'S
WEDNESDAY

4PM - 7PM

DRIVE WITH 
JAMES & HARRY

4PM - 7PM

BELLA'S SUPER 
CUTE HANGOUT!

4PM - 7PM

JOE'S  
'ECLECTIC BLISS'

4PM - 6PM

ARTS SHOW 
WITH VIRGINIA

7PM - 9PM

DOWN THE RABBIT 
HOLE WITH NICK & 

GEORGE

7PM - 9PM

FEAT  
NEW VEEBS

7PM - 9PM

CNTRL/ ALT /
DELETE WITH 

ROHAN & KEGAN

7PM - 8PM

TRAIN SPOTTING
WITH HOLLY & 

STUMBLE

7PM - 9PM

IN DEEP  
WITH AMY JEAN

7PM - 9PM

REGGAE, SKA & 
PUNK WITH OLLIE 

& TIM

6PM - 9PM

MELTING 
BUTTER 

WITH SHAUN
9PM - 11PM

THE VINYL 
COUNTDOWN

WITH MIKEY & PETER

9PM - 11PM

BEATS, BASS & 
BULLSHIT

WITH JACK & BRYN

9PM - 11PM

THAT'S SO METAL 
WITH HAYDEN & 

MITCHELL

9PM - 10PM

COMPULSORY 
ECSTASY

WITH KIM & NIC

9PM - 11PM

FLOORFILLERS 
& PAINKILLERS 

WITH STEFAN

9PM - 11PM

NITEY NITE 
WITH  GUESTS

9PM - 11PM

RAILROAD 
BLUES WITH RAY

MON 23RD TUES 24TH WED 25TH THUR 26TH FRI 27TH SAT 28TH
THE HUNTER 

LOUNGE
UNIQ DEBATE DJ MOB BEAT

MIGHTY
MIGHTY

COCO SOLID THE BLUENESS, 
THE SHIFTING 

SANDS, 
SPACECAKE

SHARPIE CROWS, 
THE ALL-SEEING 
HAND, BOXCAR 

RATTLE

THE BEAT 
SQUAD AND 

THE BIRTHDAY 
BAZAAR

HAVANA BAR FIERY LATIN 
GUITAR WITH SOL 

ROJO

THE RICHTER 
CITY REBELS

DJ TAKAS THE HALFWAY 
HOUSE WITH KEV 
FRESH, MAREK 
AND GUESTS

SAN 
FRANCISCO 
BATHHOUSE

VBC 88.3FM AND 
UNDER THE RADAR 

PRESENT: S¨M TRAM 
TIGERS & MONO 

SONIC

HEAT BEAT 
AFRICA

BOOMSHACK 
BAND

BODEGA BATTLE OF THE 
BANDS (SEMI 2)

LUGER BOA, 
VILLANY, & CLAP 

CLAP RIOT

HOMOLICIOUS 
1996 

GOOD LUCK CHEERFUL TUESDAYS 
WITH DJ BARSTAFF

RICE AND SHINE WITH 
MIKE RUCKUS

THURSDAY BEST 
FORTUNE WITH RE 

BULL BPM

STIR FRIDAY WITH 
KEV FRESH & MICAH

GOOD LUCK 
SATURDAYS WITH 
GUS & FRIENDS

v b c  g u i d e

g i g  g u i d e



the  gay  agenda

UNIQ PRIDE WEEK JULY 23-28 2012

MONDAY 23RD // 7.30PM

Queer Quiz Night

The Cambridge Hotel

TUESDAY 24TH // 2PM

Self Defence Class

VUW Recreation Centre

TUESDAY 24TH // 8PM

Queer Open Mic Night

Meow

WEDNESDAY 25TH // 3.30PM

Tea with the US Ambassador

Student Union Building 218

WEDNESDAY 25TH // 7PM

Sex Toy Party D.Vice

Good Luck

THURSDAY 26TH // 1PM

The Diversity Forum

Student Union Building 218

THURSDAY 26TH // 8PM

The Great Marriage Debate

The Hunter Lounge

FRIDAY 27TH // 9PM

Traffic Light Party

Bodega's Burgundy Room

SATURDAY 28TH // 10.30PM

Brunch with Evan Wolfson

TePapa's Rangimarie Conference Rooms


