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Kia ora koutou!

Now I know what you may be thinking. But no, 
Janhavi did not get a mohawk. Hi, I’m Goose from 
UniQ, and I’m very pleased to present the 2022 
edition of Queerlient!
UniQ had a bit of a rocky start to the year, 
especially with getting our team together. This is 
why you probably haven’t heard from us as much 
as we’d like. But when I got brought in to organise 
the creation of Queerlient a few months ago, I was 
very excited to get to work.

Going into Queerlient 2022, you can expect it to be 
chock-full of organically sourced and locally-grown 
content from every shade of the VUW Rainbow. 
One of the key drivers of this year’s issue was to 
offer the spotlight to some of the lesser-heard voices 
in our community. 

Some of the regular Salient columns have been 
expanded to give their writers a chance to tackle how 
their own focuses overlap with rainbow identities. 
Teddi from Teaspoonie gives us an empathetic take 
on how the medical system handles their gender 
fluidity in a feature article, while Kelly Mitchell’s 
piece for the Ngāi Tauira column offers a deeper 
interpretation of what it means to be takatāpui. 

Words like ‘diversity,’ ‘representation,’ and 
‘intersectionality’ get thrown around a lot these 
days. It’s very easy to lose track of exactly what 
they stand for when this modern age has most of 
us racing down informational superhighways at 
breakneck speed.

Something especially important to my heart is the 
knowledge that being queer is not incompatible 
with any other part of your life and identity. This  
intersectionality point is as true now as it has always 
been. We stick together and hold each other up.

I’ve always believed the student magazine is an 
important part of this university’s culture and a 
crucial glimpse into how we as students are doing. 
The world is loud and full of fire, and news from 
across the globe can affect us just as deeply as that 
from within our own backyard. The internet opens 
doors to a planetful of perspectives. I’m just happy 
to give my fellow students a chance to shine.

Ngā manaakitanga, 

GOOSE (THEY/THEM)

Slay and Yass.
EDITORIAL 

I am so glad to be a part of such a vibrant and 
diverse community, and to offer a glimpse into that 
community through this magazine. To read and 
learn from the works presented here in Salient, “an 
organ of student opinion,” to ask my friends “what 
did you think of that article?” or “what did you get 
for 12-across on the puzzle?”, is an on-campus 
pastime that I never tire of.

It has been a privilege to bring Queerlient all 
together and I hope you enjoy this issue as much 
as I do.



Progress Continues on Self-
Identification as Consultation Begins
Words by Magnus Pechan (he/they)
Prior to late 2021, the only way to amend one’s 
sex marker on a birth certificate was to undergo 
provable medical transition, or go through a 
frustrating, laborious Family Court hearing to 
“prove” that you were trans. On 15 December 
2021, the Births, Deaths, Marriages, and 
Relationships Registration Act (BDMRR) passed 
into law, introducing a new self-identification-
based process for the changing of birth 
certificates.

Almost 7,000 submissions were sent in for 
the BDMRR Bill while it was in front of the 
Governance and Administration Committee. 
Most submissions specifically related to the self-
identification amendment. Concerns were raised 
by trans/non-binary/takatāpui activists regarding 
the lack of mechanisms for those born overseas 
to obtain proof of their gender (similar to a birth 
certificate) when their birth territory may not allow 
for the amendment of birth certificates. 

The process that was finally signed into law left 
some members of the queer community feeling it 
was too vague. The Act left multiple mechanical 
areas to regulation, such as the avaliable sex 
markers for nomination and potential additional 
requirements when changing sex markers more 
than once.

That process will be able to be used by the 
public by mid-2023, and is being designed now 
by the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA). The 
DIA has requested submissions from the public 
on multiple areas of the process, including 
submissions on concerns raised during the 
Act’s passing. Two main channels are being 
used to focus submissions: details of the self-
identification process, and a process to register 
gender for those born overseas.

Details of the self-identification process channel 
focuses on three key issues: what sex/gender 
markers other than male and female should be 
available on amended birth certificates, who is 
an appropriate third party to support youth and 
children’s applications, and if any additional 
requirements should apply when someone 
changes their birth certificate name or sex 
multiple times.

The process for those overseas channel is 
looking at who needs to register their gender, why 
it’s important for this to be a standalone process, 
and how people anticipate using evidence of their 
registered gender. 

Submissions are open until July 25th, and 
information on how to submit is available at www.
dia.govt.nz/bdmreview---recognising-gender-on-
birth-certificates

4



Source: Stuff NZ

Queerphobia Burns Bright in 
Tauranga
Words By Rosie KT (they/them)

CW: Discussion of Hate Speech, Queerphobia, 
Violence, Suicide 

On 16 June, a shared building used by both 
Rainbow Youth and Gender Dynamix, a 
transgender support service, was reduced to a 
burnt-out shell under circumstances deemed 
“suspicious” by police. This likely arson attack 
is not an isolated incident when considering the 
wider context of queerphobia in Tauranga.

A transfeminine student at Bethlehem College, 
a Tauranga-based Catholic school, attempted 
suicide in June after being told by her school 
that “God doesn’t make mistakes.” The school 
refused to allow her to wear the correct uniform, 
use her proper pronouns, or acknowledge her 
chosen name. Thankfully, she survived. The 
school’s response to the incident was a two-
page working document entitled ‘Summary 
of Beliefs Relating to Gender as a School of 
Special Character’. Paul Shakes, Chairman of 
the School’s Board of Trustees, told Stuff: “As 
Christians we believe we find our true identity 
in God. We acknowledge that others have a 
different view of identity, and we respect this, 
but we don’t believe people get a ‘randomly 
assigned’ body at birth.”

Yvonne Trask (she/he), a local Wellington 
community member, said that she “was horrified” 
at the recent events in Tauranga. She said that 
anti-trans rhetoric from around the world has 
leaked into Aotearoa through social media and 
fundamentalist Christian churches, though she 
holds hope for the future.

“NZ has always managed to do things differently: 
women having the vote, nuclear-free, banning 
semi-automatic military-style weapons. While 
we have our share of loons, we are primarily a 
tolerant, accepting society,” she said. 

Benny Sneyd-Utting (she/he), a student at Te 
Herenga Waka, said that there is “no doubt” that 
the suspicious fire at Gender Dynamix was 
deliberate. 

“It’s a horrible incident to [have occurred to] such 
an essential source of support to unaccompanied 
youth. It shows that individual people harbour 

intense hate, and a thriving network of people 
radicalises them,” she said.

She says that New Zealand is increasingly 
influenced by “the online wash of US culture” but 
points to the “relative success of New Zealanders 
in listening to minority activists” for future hope.

“What I mostly worry about is the pockets within 
this country, and the much larger instances 
overseas, where slow increases in queer visibility 
have been overtaken by visibility via rapid 
politicisation. This has set up transphobes in 
particular to have a much larger reaction to queer 
people than they would othewise,” she said. 

Rural areas, with smaller queer communities 
and older populations, are well-known to foster 
bubbles of heightened queerphobia. But trans-
exclusionary views are still seen in New Zealand’s 
larger centers too. Last year, Speak Up for 
Women, an openly trans-exclusionary group, was 
allowed to hold a speaker event in the Michael 
Fowler Centre. It is clear that, despite the basic 
respect for trans identity that has been fought 
so hard to establish, anti-trans discourse is still 
prominent in our major cities. 
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University Relationships Policy 
Opposed By Many Rainbow Students
Words by Azaria Howell (she/her)

CW: Being Outed

Proposed amendments to the Intimate and 
Close Personal Relationships policy are set to 
come into force at Te Herenga Waka—Victoria 
University of Wellington.

The policy will ensure that all staff at the 
University must disclose their intimate and 
personal relationships with students to HR 
managers. It includes students who also work for 
the University as staff, such as tutors, research 
assistants, and residential advisors.

The policy sets guidelines on student-staff 
relationships. This attempts to address power-
imbalances between staff and students, and 
mitigate abuses of power. The policy document 
obtained by Salient states that the change “seeks 
to ensure a positive and supportive working 
environment where everyone is treated fairly.”

Some members of the rainbow community 
disagree.

By requiring all staff members, including those 
who are also students, to disclose personal 
and intimate relations with students, some 
LGBTQ+ people who do not want to come out 
are essentially forced to disclose their queer 
relationships to their employer.

Disclosures are also required in instances where 
staff and students do not work together, or have 
no professional relationship, but happen to be 
in a close personal relationship. This means any 
tutor, research assistant, or residential advisor 
must disclose their relationship with any student 
to the University, even if they do not have a 
professional working relationship.

This policy also applies to isolated intimate 
encounters. If an intimate action occurs and the 
staff member involved finds out that the other 
person is a student they have direct power over, 
this action must be disclosed. Some members 
of the rainbow community have said that this 
unnecessarily ‘outs’ members of the community 
who are not willing to share personal details. The 
university has identified the rainbow community 
as an equity group, showcasing that they often 

need extra support. Despite this, the policy could 
‘out’ people.

Concerns have surfaced regarding staff being 
forced to share private and personal information 
about other people without their consent. 

Despite concerns, the overall policy goals are 
understandable at face value. Abuse of power is 
a serious issue, especially with significant power 
imbalances between students and members of 
staff. VUWSA President Ralph Zambrano says 
the Students’ Association supports the principles 
behind the policy, but recognises the comments 
from members of the rainbow community. 
Zambrano added that VUWSA jointly submitted 
alongside Rainbow Law and UniQ regarding 
these issues, stating “it isn’t the perfect policy, 
but it doesn’t mean that the university can’t 
implement protection measures.”

When asked how the policy should differ, 
Zambrano said, “[the policy] needs to ensure 
that there is a specific rainbow support person 
within the staff level. Alongside that, we want HR 
managers to undergo specific rainbow sensitivity 
training on how they handle this information, and 
what the parameters are of the information being 
shared.”

Zambrano claimed that the University is “aware 
there is a risk [to the rainbow community],” 
adding that he hopes they listen to these 
concerns. 

When concerns were brought up, a university 
spokesperson told ^Salient “the sensitivity of any 
disclosures that relate to the rainbow community 
in particular is acknowledged by the University 
and any new Policy would aim to improve the 
current position.”

The university is committed to supporting the 
community by “increasing transparency about 
expected professional standards, providing 
information about where people can seek advice 
and support, giving clarity about how personal 
information collected under the Policy will be 
handled, and outlining how breaches of the 
Policy will be dealt with.”
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A Rainbow Refugee Quota
Words by Maia Ingoe (she/her)
CW: Discussions of Institutional Queerphobia, 
Prosecution, Death Penalty

In March this year, the Government was due to 
review the New Zealand Refugee Resettlement 
Strategy (NZRRS) for the first time in a decade. 
This prompted calls for a new subcategory for 
‘rainbow refugees’; those seeking resettlement 
because of their gender and sexual identity.

While homosexuality has been decriminalised 
in New Zealand since 1986, seventy countries 
still criminalise private and consensual same-
sex activity, and fifteen countries criminalise the 
identity of transgender people. 

Such LGBTQIA+ expressions are punishable by 
imprisonment, fines, and in eleven jurisdictions, 
the death penalty. 

In many countries still, queer people face 
persecution. This comes not just from the state, 
but from their communities and families. 

Queer people who flee their country may do 
so for reasons relating to political expression, 
ethnicity, or economic instability. But for 
many refugees, it is their queer identity 
that necessitates them refugee status and 
resettlement.

Aotearoa currently accepts 1500 refugees a year 
under a quota system. 

Within the quota, there are subcategories for 
women at risk, refugees with disabilities and 
medical conditions, and emergency resettlement. 

Globally, no country has yet adopted a specific 
policy for rainbow refugees.

Between 2011 and 2021, Aotearoa received 172 
claims under the quota system for refugee status 
based on gender or sexual identity. Of those, 68 
were accepted.

Murdoch Stephens is a senior research fellow at 
the Centre for Asia Pacific Refugee Studies at 
the University of Auckland, and a leader of the 
‘Double the Quota’ campaign. This campaign 
resulted in the first increase in Aotearoa’s refugee 
quota since 1987. 

He is currently researching a rainbow refugee 
quota, which would ensure that a portion of the 

1500 refugee placements available in Aotearoa 
would be allocated to LGBTQIA+ refugees.

Queer refugees gain resettlement in 
Aotearoa either through the United Nations 
High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) 
resettlement programme or as asylum seekers, 
claiming protection upon entry into Aotearoa.

“Refugees often enter New Zealand in family 
units. Rainbow refugees are more often to be 
single, not partnered, and without children. So, 
the few queer refugees who do get protection 
in New Zealand do so as asylum seekers or are 
settled because they’re persecuted for some 
other reason and just so happen to also be 
LGBTIQ+,” Murdoch said.

This can be a further barrier to gaining 
resettlement for queer refugees, as asylum 
seekers do not come under the refugee quota.

A rainbow refugee quota would be within the 
existing quota, so it wouldn’t add to costs, 
Murdoch explained that queer refugees resettled 
in Aotearoa would have access to the funds and 
support already established for quota refugees, 
though tailored support would be required as with 
any new ethnic or linguistic group. 

Asylum seekers don’t have the same access to 
this Government support. Changing this is a key 
recommendation of the Safe Start, Fair Future 
report released by Auckland University ahead of 
the NZRRS review in March 2022.

Additionally, a queer refugee quota would enable 
Aotearoa to cater to the specific needs of queer 
refugees, Murdoch said.

Refugee resettlement is a gruelling process. 
Queer refugees face additional challenges 
of being persecuted from within the refugee 
community for being LGBTQIA+ and from within 
the LGBTQIA+ community for being refugees.

“The latest household economic survey had 
LGBTQ New Zealanders (not including intersex) 
at 4.2%,” Murdoch told Salient, “so why 
shouldn’t the refugee quota be aligned with the 
profile of the New Zealand community?” 

The results from the March 2022 review of the 
refugee resettlement strategy are yet to be 
released.
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LEVY
SURVEY

YOUR VOICE MATTERS

Be in to win 1 of 5 $100 COUNTDOWN VOUCHERS

To complete the survey scan the QR code
or head online to -  VUWSA.ORG.NZ/LEVY

Give your voice!
Whai wāhi mai ki Te Pane Matua Taiao - Stand for the Regional Council
Our region is changing, we are facing challenges and 
opportunities like never before. 

We need diverse and representative voices in the room 
guiding the region through the challenges of climate 
change, flood protection and environment restoration, 
among many others.

Are you -or someone you know- up for the challenge of 
helping to building a future-focused region connected 
by sustainable and e� icient public transport, with a 

predator free environment which supports and sustains 
our native wildlife and the people who live here?

If so, then consider standing for Greater Wellington in 
October’s local government elections. It’s your chance 
to be part of setting the direction of our region, and it’s 
your time to make your voice heard.  

For more information on nominations, enrolling and 
voting go to www.giveyourvoice.co.nz

Nominations open: 15 July
Nominations close: 12 noon 12 August 
Election day: 8 October 2022

H e adl ine Junkie :
Words by Salient News Team
Meter Glitch Sees Wellingtonians Lap Up Free 
Parking

Parking meters across Pōneke faced an unplanned 
technical issue last week, causing the council to forgo 
parking revenue on Thursday 14 July. Wellington City 
Council took to Twitter saying: “You won’t be ticketed 
for this so please still park without paying.” One happy 
student told Salient, “this is the best day ever, those 
greedy bureaucrats aren’t getting a cent from me 
today!”

Pacific Unity and Climate Action Promoted by 
World Leaders

United States Vice President Kamala Harris has stated 
that the Pacific Islands “must stand united” against 
global powers in a speech pushing for diplomacy. 
Harris spoke to leaders at the Pacific Islands Forum 
held in Fiji on Wednesday 13 July, announcing nearly 
$1m in funding for the region. American embassies will 
be set up in Tonga, Kiribati, and the Solomon Islands 
to address diplomatic issues between the Pacific 
Islands and China. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
and Foreign Affairs Minister Nanaia Mahuta were 
in attendance at the forum, where they stated that 

climate change is one of Aotearoa’s biggest concerns 
in the region.

An Unlikely Relationship: ACT and Greens Team Up 
on Drugs Issue

ACT Leader David Seymour recently stated that the 
party wants to ensure drug dealers are being taxed 
fairly for their revenue, prompting Green MP Chlöe 
Swarbrick to agree with the right-wing politician. 
Swarbrick stated that the Green Party are looking 
forward to addressing these concerns with ACT, 
adding that if taxation issues are examined, issues of 
drug policy reform must be at the forefront of these 
conversations.

Bigoted Abortion Billboard Recieves Progressive 
Correction

An infamous anti-abortion billboard on Cuba Street 
has been vandalised in a display of pro-choice 
vigilante activism. The Voice For Life branded 
billboard, which originally read “the most important 
term starts here” beneath an ultrasound image of a 
fetus, promoted a “pro-life” stance until Wellingtonians 
noticed a correction made in pink paint saying “U DO 
U” adorned with love hearts.

A Bite-Sized Look 
Into the Big Stories
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Words by Jackie Lamb (she/her)
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The first time I realised I was queer, I was fifteen. 

A girl in my geography class with an angelic name 
and tangled golden hair really annoyed me. I spent 
my days looking at her face and wondering why 
I could never hold her gaze. That was until I had 
a dream one night that she kissed me. What was I 
supposed to do with that? I had a geography exam 
the next day. I had a small town in France to go to. I 
had a university to attend, a new beginning to start. 
I hid, and came to university as a newly-reformed 
straight girl. People talk about discovering your 
sexuality as a life-altering moment. For me it was, 
until it wasn’t.  

My friends began to seriously date people in 2019. 
While they brought guys up to their rooms on nights 
out, all that waited for me at home was a Mars bar 
cheesecake and a night of interrupted sleep with my 
stuffed seal. I had no idea why I didn’t want to date 
guys, but what I did know was that I felt wrong and 
broken. In her article ‘Orientations’, queer theory 
scholar Sara Ahmed discusses how social spaces 
“are oriented around the straight body.” Choosing 
desire changes one’s relationships because it 
limits the kind of connections one can have. In a 
residential hall in the middle of Auckland, it seemed 
like all anyone wanted to talk about was the latest 
guy they’d been fucking. 

Ahmed talks about happiness as an orientation 
point. People who value the same things congregate 
together, and when you don’t share the same values 
as the people around you, it can be very isolating. I 
tried so hard to make it work. I listened to my friend 
cry about the guy that she’d almost dated three 
years ago. I went to a cat cafe with this girl that liked 
me and tried to feel anything other than guilt and 
fear. Despite doing all the things I was told would 
lead me towards happiness, I felt hollow and alone. 

Later that year, I made friends with Tom. Tom was 
a guy in my acapella group I had talked to and 
discovered shared similar worldviews with me. We 
both liked Japanese animated movies and singing, 

and could connect over things that weren’t drinking 
and dating. Talking to Tom, I felt important and 
needed. Someone wanted to talk to me! But I didn’t 
like how he constantly brought up the idea of us 
dating. I didn’t want to talk about it. I just wanted to 
spend time with him, eating snacks in the park and 
dog-spotting. The world shows us the prospect of 
happiness as something that follows an action you 
take. Dating is socialised into us. We believe that 
if we have a boyfriend, or girlfriend, somebody, 
anybody, to love us, then we will be happier. But 
whenever Tom showed interest in me, I wanted 
to disappear. Eventually, Tom realised I wasn’t 
interested in him romantically and stopped talking to 
me. 

This tale tended to happen often in my life, 
regardless of the person’s gender. There’s a poem 
I love by Richard Siken called ‘Litany in Which 
Certain Things Are Crossed Out’. It explores how 
your choices make your life. Things may happen to 
you, and you can let them, or you can make your 
life into something better than the story you are told 
about yourself. He writes:

Okay, so I’m the dragon. Big deal.

 You still get to be the hero.

You get magic gloves! A fish that talks! You get eyes 
like flashlights!

 What more do you want?

I make you pancakes, I take you hunting, I talk to 
you as if you’re

 really there.

Are you there, sweetheart? Do you know me? Is this 
microphone live?

                                         Let me do it right for once… 

I wanted to blame Tom for making me feel wrong 
and upset, but I had to accept that I had played 

HAPPILY QUEERLY 
EVER AFTER
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a part in this too. I’d led him on because I wanted 
a friend. I wanted so badly to make things right. If 
everyone would love me, I would be happy, right? 

I remember being sixteen and crying inconsolably 
as my mother, gently, asked me if I thought I was 
gay, and whether that was why I was so upset. “It’s 
okay to be gay,” said my sister, who then showed 
me a bouquet of rainbow roses on the internet. “I 
don’t know!” I replied. I didn’t know at sixteen, or at 
nineteen, and I still don’t know at twenty-one. What 
am I? Who am I? I don’t know who I am if I can’t 
make everyone else happy.

In Sarah Gailey’s personal essay about being queer, 
they open with “I always thought I’d be dead by 
now.” Death has been commonly associated with 
queerness in Young Adult fiction novels since one of 
the very first queer YA novels, I’ll Get There. It Better 
Be Worth the Trip, was published. When you think 
death is the only option for you, you do not think to 
pursue happiness. You look for happiness in other 
people’s lives, but only survival for yourself. Why 
is this? Why did I feel like the dragon for wanting 
something different than the story I’d been given? I 
was alive and in my mind that had to be enough. 

Sara Ahmed discusses queerness as a different 
way of seeing. Looking at the world on a slant is a 
queer way of observing the space you occupy in 
the world, and finding joy in unexpected places. 
Queering the way I looked at things gave me 
space to explore positive emotions outside of what I 
believed I should feel. We inherit values and ways of 
living from our parents, our society, and in my case, 
my friends. Choosing differently may have rendered 
me an outcast from them, but it also opened up 
another world.

This was not the fairytale I expected. But being 
queer had positively disrupted the order of my life. 
In rejecting Tom, I may have given up on having a 
relationship with another person, but I found one 
with myself. Prince Henry in Casey McQuiston’s 
novel Red, White & Royal Blue also experiences his 
own fairytale. He describes himself as unique among 
princes, “born with his heart on the outside of his 
body”. What a gift! What a curse! Henry believed 
it was the right thing to parcel away his heart, both 
for safety and to make sure he could make everyone 
else happy. Like me, he never realised that he 
deserved to find happiness outside of a romantic 
partner. 

Being honest with myself made me realise that I 
wasn’t living the right life for me. Happiness had 
become a “lost object” as Ahmed describes, 
because I was also a lost object. Ahmed’s ‘Happy 
Objects’ article talks about “affect aliens”, people 
who fall out of step with their affective community 
because they don’t feel pleasure and happiness from 
objects socially seen as good. When the world you 
live in no longer brings you joy, maybe it is time to 
find a new world. For me, queerness brought me into 
a new way of life.

Letting go of the expectation that a relationship 
would bring me happiness, I found joy in doing 
things alone. I got an undercut. I went to second-
hand markets and bought myself roses. I baked 
brownies, cookies, and red velvet cupcakes. 

I also found myself reading again. I read mostly 
queer YA. This was for a variety of reasons, but 
mainly because reading characters like me, who feel 
different from everyone else, made me feel accepted 
and like a happy-ever-after was possible after 
all. Seeing people like you is important because it 
gives you hope for the future. To live inside “straight 
time” and imagine a different future, writes queer 
theory scholar José Estaban Muñoz, is something 
both queer and utopian. To be queer is to embrace 
different desires and to desire to dream differently. 
Oscar Wilde wrote that “a map of the world that 
does not include utopia is not worth glancing at.” 
Happiness and hope link together in my mind. I don’t 
know if my future looks the same or different, but I 
want to keep going to see what it’s like. 

There’s a line I wrote in my journal in 2019 that 
simply states, “everything matters.” It’s underlined. 
In Aristotle and Dante Dive into the Waters of the 
World, Ari and Dante observe a painting and a 
poem where the artist asks, “what is it that makes 
things matter?” What matters to other people doesn’t 
have to matter to you. But what matters to you is 
important and it’s yours.

Queerness matters to me because it occupies a 
different space connected to love. It’s a space 
outside of language, rationality, and even the world 
itself. Queerness doesn’t need to be romantic or 
easily defined. It can make a new world, where 
everyone can live as they are. Where I can be queer 
and happy.



It’s a digital world.
Help us build it.
Explore three roles across three government agencies over two 
years with the GovTechTalent Graduate Programme.

Apply today at govtechtalent.sjs.co.nz.
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Women’s Ward

Words by Teddi (he/she/they)

Gender On The
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CW: Mention of Dysphoria, Medical Issues

I’m born female. I’m on the women’s ward. I’m not a 
woman. 

I need to be there. I get ovarian cysts and have 
endometriosis, both of which are considered 
“women’s health” issues. Some of the signage in the 
hospital literally calls the gynaecological ward the 
“Women’s Ward,” and it is interchangeably referred 
to as either the ‘women’s ward’ or ‘gyne’. On the 
women’s ward, I am usually the only one who isn’t 
a woman. It’s a strange place to be. I’m not treated 
any differently after the staff realise I’m not a cishet. 
But as someone who was never assumed to be 
straight or cisgender, being treated as a woman is 
foreign to me.

I was raised without the notion of gender. I’m 
feminine, yes, but I’m masculine in a twink way. I’ve 
always worn a mix of girl/boy clothes. To my nan, 
I’m not gay, just fashionable. 

When I first started getting admitted to hospital, I 
used my legal name rather than my preferred name. 
No one thought my pronouns would be any different 
to the majority of patients in the ward. 

At first, I tried to just vibe with the whole experience. 
Playing the character of a woman was just another 
part of that. The doctors on wards change so often. 
It was usually only my surgeon and his right-hand 
doctor who I would see regularly. Even when I go 
into the day clinic, it is likely I will be seeing a new 
doctor. I know most of them now. But back when 
I was still shell shocked about my condition and 
the range of doctors, I didn’t feel like my comfort 
was a priority. I didn’t feel like the same weird 
outing conversation was really needed. I wanted 
as little time as possible with the team because my 
conditions aren’t life threatening, and I figured they 
were busy. 

I was wrong. 

The whole team of doctors and nurses care 
about your comfort. You’re in hospital, so you’re 
already uncomfortable from your own body. 
Everyone around you is working to make you less 
uncomfortable. Even if you’re cisgender, the team 
will ask if you prefer a nickname if you have a long 
name (I know this from experience). If you go by a 
different name to what is on paper, they listen and 
make sure everyone respects that. 

Once, my favourite nurse came into my room after 
a friend visited me. My friend didn’t know my legal 
name and asked the nurse where my room was. The 
nurse just quietly said to me, “Hey, you can go by 
any name. You’re not making any work for us. We 
want you to be comfortable.” Each time I see her, 
she asks what pronouns I’m using that day. It’s such a 
little thing, but I don’t feel like I am seen as a woman 
anymore. 

Recently I was asked if I wanted to come into 
the clinic at all. The doctor could see me at the 
emergency department instead, if that made me 
more comfortable. This was from a doctor who 
had never met me before. She took one look at me 
and my notes, and noticed the women’s clinic was 
probably not where I felt the most comfortable. The 
staff really do just want the best experience for you 
because if you’re there, your day already kinda 
sucks. 

I am still going to the clinic, as they provide the best 
care for what I need. They’re all respectful to me. My 
experience is different from most, and I can’t speak 
to how each and every nurse or doctor reacts to the 
LGBTQIA+ community. I’ve had friends with more 
negative experiences who have taken up the offer to 
be seen at ED or just feel more comfortable there in 
the first place. 

I mean this in the nicest way: you are the reason 
you’re there, and you have to be your own 
advocate. Your comfort is important, and if it’s 
not respected, you are well within your rights to 
complain. If you are too unwell to complain,  get a 
friend to note down their name, and they can make 
the complaint on your behalf. Doctors and nurses 
see you at your worst and they need to be helpful, 
otherwise people stop seeking treatment and live a 
lower quality of life. 

Gender is weird. I will never really belong in 
women’s spaces. But there is still a gap in the 
medical system as to where I fit. The dysphoria can 
be hard, but everyone has a body. What mine needs 
sometimes is to exist in a space not made for me.

I recommend bringing pronoun pins to every 
doctor’s appointment, just in case they don’t look 
through your file before they see you.  



with Etienne and Gil
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Queer It All Began: 
chatting about



Content warning: Discussions of Bullying, 
Homophobic and Transphobic Experiences 

Gil (he/him): So, Etienne. What do you love 
about Heartstopper? I thought I could do a cute 
introductory question 

Etienne (he/him): (laughs) Heartstopper is the 
show I would’ve killed for as a teenager. Alice 
Oseman says “people come to the story for all sorts 
of reasons: for the realistic romance, for the LGBT+ 
rep, for the art, for the drama. But I think, most of all, 
people have been drawn to Heartstopper because 
it brings them comfort. It brings me that too.” And the 
first time I read that, I just started crying.

Gil: This is definitely a series that has had a lot of 
tears shed over it.

One of the interesting things for me is how relatively 
apolitical it is. Coz, Britain, right? Bit of a cesspit. 
All of the British queer community I know talk about 
Section 28—

Etienne: The ‘don’t say gay’ thing?

Gil: Yup, in schools. And I think Mr. Ajayi’s the 
closest we get to [addressing] that. He’s taking up 
that space of ‘I’m a person that you can come to and 
talk to about this shit.’

Etienne: I think Mr. Farouk and Mr. Ayaji’s story [a 
potential Season 2 romance] is a foil for the almost-
too-perfect romances with the kids. There is a lot 

of queer suffering, and it’s not that Heartstopper 
ignores this. Heartstopper just chooses to take a 
(highly-needed) comforting angle.

Gil: I mean, they’re teenagers. They are 
complicated. They’re dealing with mental health 
issues. Some  of the later seasons go into that 
more. But their queerness doesn’t define them, their 
suffering doesn’t define them. They’re just well-
defined people.

Etienne: Sometimes perhaps too well-defined. Lots 
of people [think] Tao is less likable. But Tao is the 
one who doesn’t solve all his problems within an 
episode. He isn’t someone who says some bad shit 
and then apologises for it, as opposed to everyone 
else with near-perfect communication.

Gil: Right? I still struggle to be that emotionally 
honest and intelligent. Definitely wasn’t when I was 
fifteen and full of self-loathing.

I recommended [my former flatmate] watch 
Heartstopper and one of the things she asked was, 
“people don’t actually behave like Harry, right?” 
And I was like, “oh bestie…” 

Etienne: I went to school with a bunch of them. But 
it’s a nice thing that Heartstopper alludes to. People 
are not always going to occupy the same space. 
People can grow.

Gil: I really liked in the books how they did that with 
Nick and his rugby friends.
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What: An edited transcript of our (90-minute long) conversation about 
Heartstopper, a Netflix show based on Alice Oseman’s comics. 

Where: In Etienne’s living room surrounded by anime posters, Heartstopper 
fan art, and an extensive model dinosaur collection.

Warning: Contains spoilers. 



Etienne: Yeah. And you know that coming out 
scene with Nick and his mum? A lot of people have 
been using that to come out to their parents. People 
have said that on Twitter, and Kit Connor (who plays 
Nick) was like, “this is why we did this.”

They’re teenagers. They are 
complicated. They’re dealing with 
mental health issues [...] But their 
queerness doesn’t define them, 

their suffering doesn’t define them. 
They’re just well-defined people.

Gil: Everyone has a different relationship to 
[Heartstopper], which is cool. You have millennials 
like, “this is the childhood we wish we had…”

Etienne: And every time we watch it, it’s therapy.

Gil: And then the kind of younger queers who 
(fingers crossed) can actually relate that to their own 
lives…

Etienne: I want to talk about that. Coz I’ve been 
trying to sell the show to absolutely everyone and 
some people are like, “I just don’t feel ready to start 
it yet.” Or, “I watched an episode or two and it was 
just too much.” It is painful watching your high-
school trauma be replayed.

Gil: I was particularly aware of [how] Elle got so 
much shit. So, like, [Heartstopper isn’t] an ideal 
world. But, I mean, I didn’t even hear the word ‘trans’ 
until I was fourteen, and I thought it only applied to 
trans women. I had short hair and was very much an 
angry feminist, so I had other people’s perceptions 
of my queerness projected onto me. Basically, I got 
told I was lesbian. And I was like, “I’m not into girls.” 
And they were like—

Etienne: “Sorry, that’s the only option.”

Gil: Yep. So one thing that felt foreign to me was that 
[the Heartstopper kids] all kind of knew who they 
were.

Etienne: Or figure it out relatively quickly. Queer 
identity can be far more amorphous than is 
depicted. [Although] kids these days, and the kids 
in Heartstopper, would have access to a lot more 
information than we did.

Gil: I mean, we had internet as children, we just 
didn’t—

Etienne: —know where on the internet to go.

Gil: Literally. And [the show] has opened up 
this space to go, “here are some high-school 
experiences. What was yours?” Which is tricky 
because a lot of [ours were] fucked up.

Etienne: A can of worms, isn’t it?

Gil: Yeah. Do you wanna talk about it? 

Etienne: Somewhat. I definitely see it in the bits of 
the show that I cry through. Even being in a happy 
queer relationship, [I was] watching and reading 
Heartstopper feeling a huge sense of loss. Like, this 
is the high school experience [we] missed out on. 
I went to an all-boys school, and someone was 
outed as bi when I was in Year 10. That sent a very 
clear message of what not to do and who not to 
trust. I now know that a bunch of guys from my year 
identify as queer, and it’s like, what would high 
school have been if we’d been able to have those 
conversations back then?

[The Heartstopper] kids can just go bowling, [or] 
to the seaside. No-one’s working another job. The 
wheels are kind of greased, to be able to have 
maximum middle-class queerness.

Gil: Yeah. Class just isn’t looked at. [Whereas, 
something like Young Royals] looks at how viscerally 
uncomfortable it can be to occupy the wrong class 
space.
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Etienne: And those are literally different spaces. 
Simon [from Young Royals] has to take a bus to get 
there.

Gil: It’s a reality that does have the power to 
separate people who care about each other.

Etienne: I’m a person of multiple ethnicities—
Malaysian-Chinese and Pākehā—[and I noticed that 
in Heartstopper] race and ethnicity are things that, 
like class, didn’t really come up. It does leave me 
wondering about race and ethnicity in Heartstopper 
and in queer media going forward.

Gil: Is it like that Bridgerton thing where there are 
people of colour on screen, but we’re not gonna talk 
about it?

Etienne: I think it’s definitely closer to that than I’d 
like it to be.

Queer identity can be far more 
amorphous than is depicted. 

Kids these days, and the kids in 
Heartstopper, would have had access 

to a lot more information than we 
did. 

Gil: A bit that got me teary was when [Nick’s 
Google search] came up with “violence against 
queer people”. But that flashed on screen and went 
away again. It wasn’t even verbalised. And I just 
wonder how that plays into how queer kids relate to 
their own histories.

Etienne: Mm. Is it no longer relevant, or are kids just 
not gonna learn it?

Gil: Yeah. I do think history is so important to 
understand what your community dealt with. [I 
get the sense] that queer communities are not 
fragmenting, but are not so cohesive? 

Etienne: [But also] Heartstopper is pulling a lot 
of the queer community together. Lots of the queer 
community have seen it and have positive things to 
say. We may be wringing it through the dryer [now], 
but it is damn good.

Gil: This [chat] is literally recording a conversation 
that it [made room] for. I’m cynical about industries, 
but maybe they’re wedging open a space for more 
genuinely representative media.

Etienne: Yeah. And Alice was saying that they 
wanted to go with Netflix [because] it’s how they 
could get it to as many queer kids as possible, and 
they did have a huge say in the creative direction.

Gil: Well, should I put on the jug again? …

19www.salient.org.nz





DIONYSUS DYSPHORIA, PLATUN BOND (HE/HIM), 2022.



As a first-year student who has recently moved to 
Wellington, I’ve been putting off getting my hair 
cut. I’ve never found haircuts to be an enjoyable 
experience, and back at home it took time for me 
to find someone who understood and accepted my 
tastes. 

I often find myself fighting to get the hairstyle I want 
because my preferences defy gender expectations 
that stylists expect me to conform to.  When I sit 
down for the first time with a hairstylist, I find myself 
fighting for each inch of hair I want chopped off. 
They keep trying to send me home with a ‘Karen’ 
haircut. It’s an uncomfortable experience having my 
identity purposely put down. I’d much rather support 
an establishment that treats me with respect. Due 
to the accumulation of these kinds of experiences, 
haircuts have negative connotations for me. 

A hairstyle is one of the most noticeable aspects of 
a person’s style. My hairstyle is an integral aspect 
of my queer identity, and I know this is the case for 
many of the other queer people in my life. Many of 
them have beautiful, bold hairstyles, often dyed an 

unnatural color, like electric blue or candy floss pink. 
Although the heavy gender expectations associated 
with hair can cause problems, when we defy them, it 
makes a powerful statement. 

I understand that most people are content with 
salons being feminine spaces, and barbers being  
masculine ones. I’m not suggesting that’s inherently 
a bad thing. Everyone has a slightly different 
conception of what gendered spaces should look 
like. But sometimes, gender diverse people aren’t 
included in those conceptions. I think it’s important 
that establishments take steps to be inclusive. Asking 
customers for their pronouns and using gender 
neutral language in advertising are easy steps 
businesses can take to let us know we’re welcome.   

I ventured out into the CBD to talk to both 
barbershops and salons about the steps they take to 
be gender inclusive. I hope these recommendations 
can help any other gender non-conforming folk 
avoid the experiences I’ve had. We all deserve to 
have our haircut in an environment that includes and 
affirms us.

Words by Aroha Witinitara (they/them; Ngāti Kahungunu)

Inclusive Spaces: Hairdresser 
and Barber Recommendations
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JAM hair has shifted to using a gender-neutral 
pricing system. Service costs are determined by time 
and products used. Their website makes suggestions 
to help customers figure out which time slot best suits 
their needs.  

Ben Hampton, co-owner of JAM, said the gender-
neutral system came about because it felt like the 
right thing to do. 

“The new structure has been well received. It just 
makes sense. Most other services are priced based 

on time and materials used. It just requires us to work 
with clients to figure out what duration appointment 
will suit them best,” he said. 

“The most important step JAM takes to be inclusive 
of diversity is to create a safe space where any 
flavor of human can fulfill their hair dreams without 
any judgment.”

As an added bonus, JAM has flexible pricing 
options. For some services you can choose between 
seeing a senior or junior stylist at a different price. 

Situated on the ground floor of Te Auaha campus, 
this barbershop is a training institution for students 
completing their Level 4 Barbering Certificate. 

Daimon Johnson, Lead Barbering Tutor, said that 
when he started out, barbering was largely a job 
for older men. But the industry is changing. There’s 
a more diverse selection of clients interested in 
barbering.   

“I’ve always been very clear that barbering is 
not a strictly male industry, although it has been 
traditionally. It’s just a style. The type of work that we 
do doesn’t dictate the gender or the interests of the 
customer.”

“Generally speaking, we’re here to serve the 
Wellington community,” he said. “Everyone is 
welcome here.” 

Cole Meleisea, a student currently in the program, 
said the barbershop welcomes a diverse range of 
clients. 

“Coming into the barbering industry I could see that 
[stereotype] that a salon is for a lady and barber for 
a man, but our tutor really broke that down on day 
one.”

Most services are free of charge. Some of the more 
intensive services, like wet shave and facials, cost 

five dollars to cover the time and product used.

The students themselves are a diverse group. 
Ranging from the age of 16-50+. The program also 
attracts international students. 

“Last year we nearly had a 50/50 gender split. 
That shows that barbering isn’t what it used to be,” 
Daimon said.  

The barbershop is staffed by students from Tuesday 
to Friday for the duration of the Certificate. Daimon 
also takes clients during weekends at a charge. 

Te Auaha Barbering

JAM Hair

65 Dixon Street, Te Aro, Wellington

44 Ghuznee Street, Te Aro, Wellington

Affordability:

Affordability:
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holding hands

it’s an act of resistance
holding my boyfriend’s hand
as we walk down the street
I do it for them
the watching eyes
judging, maybe
staring, definitely
perhaps we are the first queers they’ve seen
we certainly won’t be the last
we are a symbol of the world to come 
a world they cannot resist forever

it’s an act of hope
holding my boyfriend’s hand
as we walk down the street
I do it for those
who need to see it
those like me
who squeal internally
when they see two queers together
knowing there is more hope for us
than we’ve ever had before

it’s an act of love
holding my boyfriend’s hand
as we walk down the street
I do it for us
our fingers interlaced

the rush of when it was all still new
comes back to me
each time our eyes meet shyly
I lose sight of any onlookers
it is only us two here
for I am a young queer in love
walking down the street with my boyfriend
holding hands
 
- Ethan (he/him)
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two men going to hell on a sunday evening

pink like your brain, pink like the last stripe on the flag
queer tastes in my mouth like coffee without sugar
it’s always been so bitter
sometimes you wish you were just straight, other times it feels so right
like now with my one-night-only boy and his love-soaked eyes in my hands
when i probably should have kissed the rosary instead
he is jelly and i scrape him out of planetary oblivion, sweet like fidgety figgy pudding
his arms are sweet and tireless, towards the lord in prayer and pleasure
i don’t think this is how he wanted to spend his day with him
and i utter to the carcass of myself in the back of the room
love the body that treats you like a saint, divinity lying next to me
can you imagine? two boys heading to hell on a sunday evening?
and i bet he never expected to pray the gay away
bet he never thought i’d taken residency in other people’s mouths
before i ever did my own, with my tongue like an escape route down to where
my ancestors kissed my death in angst. we are made of bone and ash and one rainbow flag
and our brain matter stains on the motel carpet wreathed with vintage lily
if it dries in time i will go back to him and the way he was made like light loved him
i fear the imperceptibility of people moulded like clay
when i am borrowed living sewn back together with the parts of my love
that fall off when i think about flesh and hands. lips lay on words like seamless imperfections
cheeks dyed red like wine before first communion
i’ll wake up with his figure pressed onto the sheets
next to the star of david that hangs off my neck like barbed wire
i bet he could feel the word gay on my breath before he knew what it was
and feared god all over again

- Zia Ravenscroft (they/he)
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Immaterial Girls, Career 
Boys, and a Stupid 

Horse
Hyperpop is inherently queer music (IMO). The genre features a lot of LGBTQIA+ individuals, including a 
lot of trans artists, and is extremely diverse in general. From early PC Music to the now genre-transcending 
landscape of hyperpop, trans people have always played a major part. Music that goes against the grain and 
takes stylistic convention to the extreme is unsurprisingly attractive to those of us that don’t fit in. I want to take 
the opportunity to showcase a few trans hyperpop artists who have influenced me as a queer musician.

We begin with the legendary Sophie Xeon (SOPHIE). SOPHIE was an integral 
part of the early PC music movement and has had a huge impact on where 
hyperpop is now. She worked with major artists like Charli XCX, Vince Staples 
and even Madonna! In 2018, she released her debut album Oil of Every Pearl’s 
Un-Insides which is an absolute emotional rollercoaster. From the aggressive 
songs “Ponyboy” and “Faceshopping”, to the highly experimental “Whole New 
World/Pretend World”, SOPHIE is a maximalist electronic musician’s dream. 
With her unexpected death in 2021, we lost a true trailblazer. I’m sure she will be 
remembered for decades to come. 

Dorian Electra is a genderfluid artist from Texas. Their music is unapologetically queer and 
includes a lot of social commentary. Their debut album Flamboyant comments on masculinity 
and its role in society. Songs like “Mr. To You” and “Career Boy” talk about traditionally 
masculine gender roles and society’s depiction of success. “Man To Man” talks about finding 
strength in vulnerability and the title track “Flamboyant” is about authentic, extravagant 
self-expression. Some of my favourite songs by Dorian include “Sorry Bro (I love you)”, 
“Edgelord (feat. Rebecca Black)” and “Daddy Like”.

Finally, we have the artist who called us little pissbabies, and whose 
cathartically powerful music makes us “feel so clean like a money 
machine.” Laura Les is 1/2 of 100 gecs alongside Dylan Brady. Here, 
intentional absurdity and unspeakably distorted bass reign supreme. Ever 
wanted to listen to ska-inspired hyperpop about someone losing their 
money on a horse race, beating up a jockey, and stealing their horse? 
Then “stupid horse” from their album 1000 gecs is exactly what you’re 
looking for. I’ve heard their music described as hyperpop itself: a genre 
based on pushing sonic expectations and taking music to its extreme. 
Laura has also released a solo single called “Haunted”. She has said that 
she used to use her harsh, pitched up vocal processing to deal with her 
vocal dysphoria. It’s from Laura that I got the idea to do this in my own 
music. Vocal processing removes a huge barrier to expressing my internal 
experience through lyrics. Being a trans artist, Laura Les really inspires me.

All three artists are examples of the success and creativity of trans people in music. I feel I can succeed too, 
and I know there is space in our fucked up world for me to express myself authentically through my art.

Words by Snow (they/she)
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Words by Engla Hoelstad

I love Heartstopper, Young Royals, and Red White & 
Royal Blue.

I love Love, Simon and Love, Victor.

I love Malec, Solangelo, Alex and Willie, Isak and 
Even, Elio and Oliver, Stede and Ed.

The list goes on.

But as tumblr-user horrorlesbians so eloquently put 
it“can the next big trending thing have lesbians in it, I 
can only care about so many fictional men.”

In recent years, the rise in queer media has been 
steep. And it’s good queer media too. As someone 
who will watch anything and everything queer, 
I’ve seen some average queer films from the early 
2000’s. I  love today’s avaliability of major queer 
characters. The diversity is wonderful. But one can 
ask, how diverse are they really? My favourite queer 
teenage couples, the ones with interesting storylines 
and personalities, are all MLM (Men Loving Men). 
Most are also white; shoutout to Love, Simon and 
Love, Victor for your strong contributions against 
that.

Lesbian stories exist, but they tend to be either 
dramatic or heartwrenching. Euphoria is cool, 
and so are Ammonite and Elisa y Marcela. I don’t 
know about you, but I wouldn’t actually want to 
be any of those characters. Adorable lesbians are 
sometimes found as side characters, as is the case in 
Heartstopper and Love, Victor. But main character 
WLW (Women Loving Women) stories tend to 
involve older characters and adult themes, not 
fluffy teenage love. Would it be that hard to create 
wholesome main characters that are lesbian rather 
than gay?

As a femme asexual who experiences romantic 
attraction, I seek representatives of myself. I love the 
asexual representation that exists, and how visible 

aceness is beginning to be both inside and outside of 
the queer community. Yet this visibility is often limited. 
Many asexual narratives fail to appreciate the 
spectrum of asexuality. There are certainly aces who 
don’t want romantic love or a relationship, but also 
ones who do. There are aces who don’t appreciate 
kisses and cuddles, and there are ones who do. Even 
aces who enjoy sexual physical intimacy. Anthony 
Padilla’s video “I spent a day with ASEXUALS” 
shows a nuanced perspective on asexuality, with 
just three asexual interviewees. This proves it can be 
done. Going beyond the single, loveless stereotype 
of asexuality is possible.

Sex Education is awesome for including an ace 
character in a show that almost revolves around sex, 
even if they did very little with her storyline. In the 
show, Florence says that she “still want[s] to fall in 
love,” but we don’t actually get to see her do that. 
This is a little like calling a character gay without 
making any effort to show it. There are aces in happy 
and fulfilling romantic relationships, and I’d really 
like to see that story in a book or on screen one day.

This is a small call for diversity within the diversity. 
Show us happy lesbian couples, show us young 
ones, cute ones, ones that aren’t heavily influenced 
by sex, and relationships that last. Show us ace 
characters who get crushes, date, kiss, and who 
experience non-sexual attraction. Show us ace 
characters who are happy. 

I am looking forward to Heartstopper Season Two, 
as writer/director Alice Oseman has promised, 
“PLANS. BIG ASEXUAL PLANS.”  It’s a series that 
has handled topics so beautifully, and whatever is 
coming is bound to be great.

Diversity within 
Diversity
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Words by Anthony Delaney (he/him)

CW: Discussion of Transphobia

My transness has a correlation with compliancy. I 
have spent years running my hands over the clay of 
my queerness to thin it, diminish it, and round it into 
symmetry. 

It was all for other people, this horrendous act of 
contortionism. Slipped discs and hairline fractures 
did little to dissuade their inhumane lines of 
questioning. I am familiar with the glaze which 
smothers one’s eye when I am outed, at the very 
moment they consider me a non-human. I’ve seen 
it creep onto a face one hundred times. I’ve rarely 
seen it creep back off. 

They think they know you. 

It is always your job to prove them wrong. That you 
are the ‘unprecedented’ sort of trans person who 
holds up to their scrutinies, a three-dimensional 
human being. But it is only ever your judges who 
exist on a flat, unpersonified plane. 

When I was younger, ‘proving them wrong’ meant 
rolling onto my back for others. It was to hate myself 
so viscerally. To pen this now is to still hear the 
taunts of prepubescent boys who needed me to be 
ashamed of myself. 

Compliance was a survival mechanism. A cisgender 
life is not skewered and compartmentalised by 
mystical intersection between the physical and 
mental. Gender transcends human understanding, 
yet those affected by its transfiguration are 
demanded to frequently and calmly explain it (with a 
gun to their head, no less). 

It is much easier to hide. Though I do not blame trans 
people who dislike the concept of ‘going stealth,’ as 
not everybody has that privilege, it did rescue me 
from the extensive trauma of cisgender questioning. 

It was after years of being stealth that I dared to 
out myself to a supposedly progressive classmate. 
She immediately implored about my genitals. In 
desperation to not be seen as ‘difficult’, I opted not 
to question her behavior, even though she was well 
past the point of knowing better. 

I get very nervous about my transness and often feel 
the urge to apologize for it. The agony trans people 
are expected to feel is, at its most fundamental, 
shame at having confused people. To internalize 
that shame is to berate yourself for being incapable 
of describing how and why you experience your 
gender. Pray tell, when has a cisgender man ever 
given an explanation for the experience of his own 
gender, backed by relevant scientific, philosophical, 
emotional, biological, psychological, and spiritual 
factors? 

Case in point: you are doing fine.

I’ve observed that trans people have a propensity 
to self-efface. I accepted abuse under the belief 
that if I defended myself, I would be harming the 
trans community by cementing our collective social 
identity as one which is oversensitive, argumentative, 
difficult, and defensive. I not only ostracized myself 
from my identity, but attempted to appease cis 
people by sardonically looking down on it.

I now understand that we are intuitive, and that is not 
in the least bit difficult to comprehend. I also know 
that compliance is not safe. It is deeply endangering 
to hold your own head underwater. 

When I say they are not worth your agony, both 
you and I are part of that ‘they.’ Trans people are 
programmed by this world to be agonized. To 
liberate yourself from your assigned sex, social 
expectations, and gender roles is only part of what 
it means to transition. To liberate yourself from your 
agony (trauma instilled by a transphobic society) is a 
vital act of transitioning, perhaps the most vital of all. 

They Are Not 
Worth Your Agony

29www.salient.org.nz



Hello, my name is Lauren. A year ago, I wrote my 
coming-out article ‘Feminism or Lesbianism?’. It has 
been a whirlwind of a year, littered with lesbian 
love, a few tattoos, increasingly short haircuts, and… 
major heartbreak. 

So let me reintroduce myself. Hello I am Lauren, 
and I am a single, confused, anxiety-ridden, barely 
functioning, tragic lesbian. 

I remember watching Barbie or whatever. Prince 
Charming always saves the day. I was outraged 
at how ugly he was in comparison to the beautiful, 
male-gazey princess. My non-binary knight in 
shining armour, my gorgeous princess saviour, was 
not a fairytale, and we did not end happily ever 
after.

The Falling 

What did I do when I finally found my person? I 
dove in headfirst (literally). People used to ask me, 
“how long have you guys known each other?” 
I would shrug it off and say, “ya know, lesbians 
move in a different time.” Five months of a lesbian 
relationship feels like 5 years. Me and my ex-partner 
are both chronically ill, so there was an instant 
feeling of solace when we were together. However, 
I learnt that when looking after someone else in a 
relationship, they must give back to you too (woah!).

After a few months of dating, I moved in with 
my ex-partner (as I practically lived there 
anyway), and in true gay fashion  we adopted an 
immunocompromised cat. We also lived with their 
ex and shared a wall with them. Yes, I know, I drove 
right through that red light! It was a  gay fairytale 
when wearing those rose-tinted glasses…

Sex

Lesbians have bomb sex. As soon as you overcome 
the patriarchal idea of what sex is, IT IS AMAZING! 

“Club, another club.” Orgasms galore. Sex should 
be intimate, consensual, and fun. If you are both 
having a good time, good sex is achieved (even 
without the O). 

Public service announcement for queers or straights 
reading this: do not fear sex toys. Everyone needs 
a vibrator. That is my executive order. Vibrators are 
not your competition, they are your BFF (best fucking 
friend).

Sex is wild! Sex can be beautiful, and electrifying. 
It can also be scary. I found a way to finally have 
good comfortable sex, overcome my pain, and live 
with my sexual dysfunction. Learning to love your 
body is not easy. My uterus is still my gal-pal, even 
with all her issues. We are learning to work together, 
not against each other, when it cums to enjoying sex. 

Life After

My love, safe space, and life: gone. My belongings: 
booted into the hallway. My heart: obliterated. I had 
the infamous Contract Law test the next morning at 
10am. I became completely dislocated in my life. 
Fortunately, my parents and friends looked after 
me. My family witnessed me be crushed by the 
very relationship that challenged them to accept 
my lesbianism. When your doctor tells you that you 
could do better, perhaps a breakup is for the best. 

I am still grieving the fairytale idea. For those out 
there entering the world of dating, or are in it, put 
yourself first. It is hard navigating this girl-eat-girl (no 
men allowed) lesbian world. It is also hard to know 
what you want! I am a people-pleaser by nature, 
though I know I am a person worthy of a love that 
uplifts me and does not control me. I am continuing 
my journey, being happy in my new home, or with 
my family of beautiful friends. I am excited to be 
loved. But I am learning to be satisfied with loving 
myself first.
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I remember the girls and boys playing ‘kiss, 
kiss, yuck, yuck’ at school. I’m sure some of you 
remember it too. Boys would chase girls and try to 
get the girls to kiss them. The  boys always chased 
my sister. They never chased me… I never wanted 
them to. I couldn’t understand why the girls were so 
obsessed with having boyfriends, and trying to get 
the boys attention. We were just kids. 

Fast forward to about 12 years old, I got Instagram. 
It was a flood of social information with basically 
no supervision. Our parents had no idea what it 
was. Social media was my sex ed and my primary 
educator on the very concept of being LGBTQIA+. 

For years before getting instagram, I believed the 
only way someone could have feelings toward a 
female was if they were male. So, in my very rational 
pre-teen brain, I believed I had to be a male. I had 
no idea what being transgender really was. 

With my new access to social media, I was 
completely overwhelmed with information about 
who I could be. I tried out label after label for the 
next few years. Transgender, lesbian, bisexual, 
pansexual. Nothing fit. I couldn’t explain to myself 
what justified each label. I just knew that I wasn’t 
‘traditional’. When I pictured a partner for my future 
self, I imagined a personality rather than a person.

I look back at those years of silent struggle and I am 
disappointed. I’m sure there were many other kids 
in the same boat as me, yet we had no way to learn 
safely and accurately about our identities. Schools 
say they encourage us to express our individuality 
and be our own person, but how are kids expected 
to navigate sexuality and gender identity safely 
without support?

It wasn’t until early 2020 that the New Zealand 
school system encouraged schools to allow students 
to actively choose their pronouns and names. 
Ministry of Education stated in the new education 

guidelines that schools should “include content on 
the diversity of sex characteristics, sexuality, and 
gender identities in their curriculum programmes.”

But herein lies a problem. I’ve found that there has 
been no steady programme or materials available 
to teachers when approaching this very large and 
complex topic. There is a way to educate about 
this topic responsibly and accurately, but it seems 
this has been tossed in the too-hard basket. I’m 
sure many of you can remember how your sexual 
education in early high school was anything but 
thorough. For me, it was a few sessions dotted 
in-between PE class where the teacher showed us 
vague videos about the vagina and penis. 

Where are the materials for teachers? And where 
is the time allocated to teach this important topic? 
Urgent educational support is needed for our young 
people to truly understand themselves and their 
peers. More resources will ultimately create a safer 
environment for our rainbow youth that already face 
such a hard time. 

Show us the education. Show us the curriculum. 
Show us the materials. Show us the support.

Sincerely,

The confused 12 year old girl who struggled when 
she didn’t have to.
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Takatāpui as an Activist Strategy, Not an Orientation
Kelly Mitchell (any/all; Ngaati Maahanga)

People often ask me my thoughts on the word 
‘takatāpui’, so here’s a brief summary: It’s useful for 
those who take pride in it. Pākehā queer people 
don’t seem to have a solid collective understanding 
of what it’s about. And personally, I don’t use it. I’m 
not really big into labels.

The word ‘takatāpui’ is used to describe a Māori 
queer identity. It is an all-encompassing word that, 
when used in English, describes a Māori queer 
person. When used in te reo Māori, it can describe 
any queer person. There  are also other more 
specific terms which are used for queerness such as 
tāne moe tāne (gay man), wahine moe wahine (gay 
woman), iratere (genderfluid), whakawāhine (trans 
woman), and whakatāne (trans man). 

‘Takatāpui’ was not historically used in this way. Te 
Toa Takitini, a Māori language newspaper, had an 
article run in 1925 to refer to a ‘close companion of 
the same sex’.  Its most popular historical reference 
uses the word in this way. That is, the love story of 
Tūtānekai and Hinemoa. In the story, Hinemoa defies 
her family to claim the man Tūtānekai, her “heart’s 
desire”. Tūtānekai was the love-child of a chief’s wife 
who was not Hinemoa’s social equal. When reading 
Te Rangikāheke’s original version of the story in 
Māori, famed Māori lesbian and activist Ngahuia 
Te Awekotuku found that Tūtānekai had a male 
friend (hoa takatāpui) named Tiki. After Tūtānekai 
became united with Hinemoa, Tiki famously grieved 
for the loss of his hoa takatāpui. Tūtānekai, feeling 
grieved as well, arranged for his younger sister to 
marry Tiki to console him. The story never states that 
Tūtānekai and Tiki were sexually involved, but it is 
accepted that their relationship was intimate beyond 
friendship.

It might seem baseless for this one story to have 
transformed the word ‘takatāpui’ into an all-
encompassing term for Māori queerness. 

The story describes one couple. How can this be 
relevant to all Māori queer identities? It is relevant 
because it demonstrates the differences between 
how Māori navigated queerness compared to 
Pākehā, by describing indivudal relationships rather 
than an orientation. To be queer, or a takatāpui, in 
traditional Māori life was not same as it is to be gay 
in  contemporary Western societies. It wasn’t a title, 
or a way to discriminate, it was just a relationship 
you held with someone else. You were gay in that 
relationship, but that did not necessarily mean you 
were ‘gay’ as an identity.

What this also means is that ‘takatāpui’ in its modern 
definition is just a response to te ao Pākehā. It is not 
a label natural to te ao Māori beyond a term for a 
close, intimate friend of the same sex. This doesn’t 
make the term any less useful. But it does mean 
that it is inappropriate to say things like “Māori 
always had concepts of homosexuality, they used 
‘takatāpui’,” because we did not. Contemporary 
homosexuality in western societies is not thesame 
as how we were gay back in the rās. The word 
takatāpui is a reminder to Pākehā that colonisation 
ruined organic Māori queer identities. It’s a banner 
under which queer Māori can find solidarity. It 
explains the phenomenon of being both Māori and 
queer in a western society which imposed a culture 
of capitalism, racism, homophobia, and transphobia 
onto us, and forced us to adapt. 

‘Takatāpui’ needs to be a word which we decide 
how to use. It’s not a word which should be used 
in queer work ‘in-addition’ to western labels,unless 
the kaupapa is explicitly intending to address 
colonisation. Pākehā and other non-Māori need 
to question how they use the term. They need to 
consider whether they would do better supporting 
Māori by focusing on their roles as Te Tiriti partners, 
rather than by co-opting a Māori label when the 
event itself doesn’t support Māori.  
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This needs to be respected by my linguist friends too. 
Yes, the word didn’t always exist as a label. Sure, we 
might have never had formal labels for queerness. 
But queerness did exist. Colonisation meant that not 
only was this normality erased, but being queer was 
made illegal. When Ngahuia Te Awekotuku and 
Lee Smith started using ‘takatāpui’ as a label in the 
1980s, being a gay man was still illegal. Imagine the 
1970s ‘Māori Renaissance’ with the added caveat 
of existing illegally. 

Having a label to support comradery is not terrible 
for our language, and it doesn’t disrespect our 
history. 

I might not be in the business of describing myself as 
takatāpui. But that doesn’t mean using it as a tool to 
build community and distinguish our unique struggles 
from those of Pākehā queer people is a bad vibe.



MAURI ORA
Rainbow Pride: Where Does the Word ‘Queer’ Fit In?

34

My name is Mary. I am a 50-something cisgender 
female who is pansexual. I use she/her pronouns. 
I am a single mum to two awesome teenagers, a 
passionate runner and yoga fan, and an eternal 
student. I am also a Counsellor at Mauri Ora Student 
Health and Counselling. I was both delighted and 
terrified to be asked to write something for Salient on 
this topic. My work as a counsellor is rewarding and 
affirming, as is being part of the Mauri Ora Gender 
Affirming Health Care team. 

I am about to do a deep dive into a postgraduate 
course called “Pink Therapy”. It is a 12-month 
online course on gender, sexuality, and relationship 
diversity (GSRD). I am hoping that my diving gear is 
secure! I have no doubt that at times it will not be so, 
as being a part of the queer/rainbow/LGBTQIA+ 
community is not always an easy journey. 

I found myself wondering whether I am queer 
enough  before I applied for the training, noting that 
I am subject to the impacts of microaggressions and 
insecurities like all humans. I decided that the answer 
is, “hell yes!” I am what I am, to quote a great Gloria 
Gaynor song. 

I have been thinking about the words that we use 
to describe ourselves in LGBTQIA+ communities. 
Language can be powerful and has a historical 
context. The rainbow flag designed by Gilbert 
Baker and other activists in 1978 has become one 
of the most recognised symbols of LGBTQIA+ pride 
in the world. I know there are some My Little Pony 
Rainbow Dash fans out there. I see you!

I am aware that using the word ‘queer’ must be done 
sensitively. It is not so long ago that the word was 
used in a pejorative sense. ‘Queer’ is not the first 
word of its kind to be reclaimed. But unlike others, 
‘queer’ seems poised to represent all of us. It is a 
word charged with as many emotions, meanings, 
and historical perspectives as there are shades of 
LGBTQIA+ identity. So, proceed with caution. What 
is most important is ensuring individuals can self-
identify in the way that best reflects who they are.

What I love most about my work with LGBTQIA+ 
students is that I can walk alongside some of the 
smartest, funniest, stylish, and resilient young people 
on their gender/sexuality and relationship journeys. 
Along the way I also learn about Philosophy, 
Engineering, Anthropology, Film, Art History, 
Psychology, and many other awesome topics. It is a 
struggle for some students dealing with family who 
are emotionally absent, uniformed, homophobic, 
and/or transphobic. My work is rewarding because 
I get to watch people grow into who they are in 
terms of sexuality, gender, and relationship diversity.

As helping professionals, it is imperative that we are 
honest about our own identities and respectful of 
each person’s unique journey. It is also important 
that our mental health systems, and other staff, are 
inclusive and responsive to this.

I am all about the promotion of euphoria and 
wellbeing. However you identify, you are welcome 
at Mauri Ora.

Words by Mary Allan (she/her)
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Sometimes the weight of queerness in a profoundly 
heteronormative world needs easy ways to care for 
your wellbeing by yourself. It might surprise you that 
the genuine wellbeing resource I’m offering here is   
~ media ~.

Queer affirmation and representation in media is a 
vital part of self-acceptance and pride. Especially 
when for many of us, our first experience of queer 
representation was a token queer in TV/movies. 
Now, queer people are on the front lines telling their 
own stories. Don’t underestimate just how beneficial 
it is to have queer art saturated throughout your life.

TV:

With Heartstopper already covered, let’s shine light 
on other great queer rep on TV right now:

Our Flag Means Death – a period piece romantic 
comedy starring Aotearoa’s very own Rhys Darby 
and Taika Waititi as real historical pirates Stede 
Bonnet and Blackbeard. In this show, these pirates 
happen to be in love. Funny and heartfelt, it is full of 
queer joy.

First Kill – Netflix’s First Kill fits all the criteria of 
delightfully trashy teen supernatural drama without 
atrociously butchering its queerness. Juliette, a 
vampire, falls for Calliope, a vampire-hunter. 
Calliope is quickly charmed by the girl meant to be 
her mortal enemy. This show finally gives in to all the 
queer themes that vampire stories are just waiting to 
capitalise on.

Movies:

Saving Face dir. Alice Wu – a funny, heartfelt, 
romantic comedy-drama. This movie delves into 
nuanced negotiation between family and being a 
queer POC.

Pride dir. Matthew Warchus – based on a true story, 
this hilarious and heart-warming movie tells the story 
of gay and lesbian activists in 1980s UK. The movie 
depicts the events that occured when these activists 
decided to help a small Welsh mining community 
also striking against the Thatcher administration.

Books:

Greta and Valdin by Rebecca K Reilly – a beautiful 
story about queerness, messy but loveable 
families, romance, and explorations of whakapapa 
and diaspora. It follows three Māori/Russian/
Catalonian siblings. It’s no surprise that it won the 
Okham New Zealand Book Awards’ best work of 
debut fiction in 2021.

I Kissed Shara Wheeler by Casey Mcquiston – this 
rom-com has (less alarmingly toxic) Pretty Little Liars 
vibes. It is set in a conservative small-town while 
everyone is secretly queer. It’s fast-paced and full of 
fun. It has spunky characters, and is a love-letter to 
the strength of accepting your queer identity against 
all odds.

The Argonauts by Maggie Nelson – this non-
fiction memoir. Nelson uses philosophical theory 
throughout the book to recount  her relationship with 
trans artist Harry Dodge. It is fierce and thought-
provoking, exploring queerness, death, family, 
academia, and the limitations of language.

Music:

Astu – retro soul, nineties R&B, new-wave synth 
pop exploring blackness, queerness, and gender 
expression.

Hollie Col – alt pop akin to Taylor Swift, HAIM, and 
Maggie Rogers, with an amazing self-directed video 
series accompanying the Julie Stevens album.

Noah Slee – smooth, electronic hip/hop celebrating 
culture and queerness.

Paige – soft pop, funky R&B with some mellow Te 
Reo tunes too.

Sammy Rae and Friends – alt, indie, jazz rock that’s 
fun, upbeat, musically clever, and just pure queer joy 
vibes.

When good shows, movies, and tunes aren’t quite 
enough, remember that you can always pop 
on down to Manawa Ora—Student Wellbeing 
in SU201 to utilise our Rainbow Services (and 
recommend us your favourite queer media too)!

Words by Cileme Venkateswar (she/her)

Finding Queer Joy (because it’s 
genuinely important for your wellbeing)



Te Reo Māori: 
āniwaniwa, kōpere

Te Reo Māori: 
uru atu

Word of the Week: 
Rainbow

Word of the Week: 
Inclusive

New Zealand 
Sign Language:

New Zealand 
Sign Language:

SUDOKU WEEK 13 ANSWER 
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ACROSS
1. Period following the 30 days of Pride where the 
community can let out their rage (5,5)

6. U.S. state in which ‘Glee’ was set (4)

10. Thompson who plays Valkyrie in the MCU (5)

11. Do some needlepoint (9)

12. Protects from the outside world (8)

14. 2015 single by SOPHIE (the title is hidden in the words 
FUN IS ILLEGAL) (6)

15. k.d. lang hit whose music video is inspired by ‘Waiting 
for Godot’ (8,7)

18. Videorecorded (2,4)

20. Natural phenomena used as symbols by the queer 
community (8)

24. New York bar where a 1969 uprising took place, 
kickstarting the queer rights movement (9)

25. Arguably gay Sesame Street resident (5)

26. How someone might feel when their experience is 
represented in, hypothetically, a Patrick Ness novel (4)

27. 2022 Joel Kim Booster adaptation of ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’, set in a gay resort town (4,6)

DOWN
1. Light bulb units (5)

2. Window alternative, on an aeroplane (5)

3. Webcomic adapted into a critically-acclaimed 2022 
Netflix series about the relationship between Nick and 
16-Down (12)

4. Inundate; swamp (7)

5. Stephens who played Captain Flint in ‘Black Sails’ (4)

7. Video game in which you play as the bisexual prince of 
the Greek underworld (5)

8. ‘____ Means Death’ (hit series starring Taika Waititi 
and Rhys Darby) (3,4)

9. Norgay and Hillary, for example (12)

13. Network for ‘Six Feet Under’ and 8-Down (3)

15. Selects (7)

16. Main character of 3-Down, played by Joe Locke (7)

17. __ Orleans (home city of the bounce rapper Big 
Freedia) (3)

19. ‘Bloom’ singer Sivan (5)

21. ‘Amor Vincit ___’ (Caravaggio painting whose title 
means ‘Love Conquers All’) (5)

22. 1994 film that started many a crush on Keanu Reeves 
and/or Sandra Bullock (5)

23. Kiwi comedian Madeleine (4)

CROSSWORD: SPOTLIGHT
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Aries

Cancer

Taurus

This week’s one for self-love. 
Gaze at your reflection in the 
waters of Oriental Bay, or that 
puddle on Willis Street, and 
whisper sweet nothings to your 
own magnificent reflection. 
Remember: you’re Pōneke’s 
answer to Harry Styles.

This week’s Mercury in Leo is 
going to add a layer of intensity 
to the way you communicate 
with the world. For the honour of 
Greyskull, harness your celestial 
creativity and make something 
beautiful of it.

As Cancer season draws to a close, 
keep both eyes peeled: one for the 
detection of any dramas that might 
require your attention, and one 
for spotting new opportunities for 
social harmony. Gay commune, 
anyone?

It’s Leo season, baby!! Treat 
yourself! Grab something cute 
from your favourite queer 
craftsperson. Enjoy some time 
with your loved ones, they’ll 
appreciate your radiant company 
even more this week!

Drink in the beautiful Cancer 
sunset and snuggle up to 
comforting Cancer Venus 
instead. I hear crochet is really 
in with the sapphic crowd right 
now, so why not craft yourself a 
heartwarming cuddle buddy?

Let yourself relax this week. 
Take some time to turn your 
energy inwards and recharge. 
Light a candle, crack open your 
journal, and snuggle up. Watch 
something homoerotic to help 
connect with your inner deity.

Heartstopper walked so you could 
run. This week, make the most of 
any funky fresh romances that are 
blossoming. Kill the part of you 
that cringes at cute gay romance 
and get sappy, my friend.

If you’re looking for a sign to 
kickstart your drag career or 
to become a spooky manor’s 
gardener, this is it. Leo season 
is due to invigorate your 
confidence and your career, so 
let’s get this bread!

Embrace the magic in your 
daily routine by forging a soul 
connection that sets your heart 
aflame. Maybe it’ll be with the 
local cat (AKA your new best 
friend), or the barista at VicBooks 
you matched with on Her.

Damn Taurus, the stars really are 
aligning for you this week. Isn’t 
it nice when the universe just 
does that? Live in the moment. 
Celebrate community, love, pride, 
and joy with those around you.

The rainbow pride flag uses fiery 
orange to represent healing, which 
coincidentally is what this week 
holds for you. Leave the scurvy to 
Buttons and harness the curative 
citrussy powers of Vitamin C.

This week, the G in LGBTQIA+ 
stands for Gemini. Look 
forward to thriving personally 
and professionally, but not 
gastrointestinally. The L stands 
for Lactose Intolerance. Celebrate 
your successes with a stomach-
friendly little treat.

Pisces

Gemini

Leo Virgo

SagittariusScorpioLibra

Capricorn Aquarius
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